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I. The Trial of a Saving Interest
in CHRIST.

II. The Way how to attain it.

By Mr W I L L I A M GUTHRIE,
Minifter of the Gofpel at Finwick.

To which is prefixed,

A large Account of his Life, 6c. by Way of Intro*

duclion, by the late Reverend Mr William Dun-
lop ; and a Preface, by the late Reverend Mr Traill

;

with fome Account of the Author from Mr Wo-
drow's Hiftory.
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Examine your[elves, ivfxther ye be in the faith ; prove

your onvnfelves : knoiv ye not your own/elves, hoiv that
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xiii. 5.
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Life and K& A & a c t

o

Mr William G \Trlk r i e.

THERE is no treatife of this kind that hath been

more powerfully recommended to the public e-

fteem and approbation of this church, both by the

excellency of its compofure, and its uncommon fuccefs,

and extenfive ufefulnefs among perfons of all ranks, than

this performance of the worthy Mr Guthrie : but though,

upon this account, it hath been frequently reprinted,

yet moil of the cditiors. hitherto publifned have been ve-

ry defective, as to the goodnefs of the paper, the beauty

and neatnefs of the character, cr the correclnefs and ac-

curacy of the printing; which are circumfh.nces that

have no fmall influence en the retimes*

on the profit of reading any cempofure.

Thefe inconvenier. the high value

which was joftl; ncd for this excellent treatife,

the reafon. of this

edition to be at fume pains in furnilhing the world with
copies of it, that i\\: Pome tolerable meafure of
exaclnefs and beauty. For which purpofe the gi

care was taken to ccrrc<fi this edition by that copy \

the author himftlf pablifli 1659. Befides which,
the fcriptures quotcJ re now tranferibed at full

length ; •, ar.d ail oil
i

chaptc rfe are only re

might
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1 of trouble, if
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j, and could n
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4 Memoirs of the life

pleafure, and to better advantage than thofe which hate
preceded it. An orderly divifion of the whole treatife

into chapters, and a diftinction of the feveral periods by
new lines conveniently difpofed, which are another im-
provement of the prefent impreffion, do alfo contribute

an additional ornament and advantage to this edition.

In the later editions of this treatife, efpecially fucb

as were printed in England, there is one considerable de-

fect ; feveral words a*nd phrafes ufed by the author have

been changed, becaufe it was thought they would not be

eafily underftood by the geniality of Englifh readers,

and others of a more modern drefs placed in their ftead :

but befides that this is too great a freedom to be ufed

by the editors of any author's performances, and de-

tracts from their genuine purity ; the perfons who af-

fumed that liberty in the prefent cafe, have had the mif-

fortune not to underflaad the Scoticifras themfelves ; and

therefore have impofed a fenfe upon fome pafTages, very

different from the deiign and meaning of the writer.

Now that alfo is remedied in this edition, where every

thing is reilored to its original puiity ; and a lift of Scots

words, with an explication of them, is fubjoined, where-

by they are made eafy to the Englilh reader.

It is hoped it will not be unacceptable to the 'reader,

that we now give fome account of ihe author of fo va-

luable a treatife, and make a few .obfervations upon the

performance itfelf: for though the reverend Mr Traill

/iath already in fome meafure prevented us by his preface

to the London edition atrno 1705, yet a very worthy

rninider of this church, and ft near relation of

Mr Guthrie's, having provided us with a great many ad-

ditional materials for this purpofe, we are thereby en-

abled to afford a more di/lincl and particular informa-

tion concerning the excellent author, than Mr Traill

could do.

Mr William Guthrie was eldeft fon to the laird of

Pitforthy in the mire of Angus, a cadet of the old fami-

ly of Guthrie; and by the mother's fide defcended from

the ancient houfe of Eafter-Ogle, of. which fhe was a

daughter : whereby he enjoyed fuch advantages of birth,

as at lead raifed him above the contempt of thofe who

give the higheft value to noblecefs of blood, and dote moft

fondly
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fondly on the antiquity of families. Gca *s pa-

rents with a numerous offspring, fo that he had three

fillers german, and four brothers, all of which, except

dedicated themfelves to the fcrvice of God in the

gofpel of his Son : namely, Robeit, v.ho was licenfed .

to preach, but never ordained to a parochial charge,

his tender conftitution and numerous infirmities render-

ing him unequal for fo laborious an office, and bringing

him fcon to an end of his days.. Alexander, v.ho b.

miniiter of rheparifh of Strickathrow, \z> the pi

s, about the year 164}, where he con-

tinued a pious and ufeful labourer in the work of the gc-

fpel, till the in; of Prela; B unhappy

change of our conUitution affected him in the tcr.

manner, and is thought to have fhortcned h s cays, and
contributed to his death, Si, And John the

youngtft fon, miniver of Torbohon in the fhire of Air,

ch po(l he remained til! he was U
Lion, for nonconform;' arc of

the violence and cruelty which then

\car 1 669 he was rer/.oved to the better wo;

ard joy. And as it was a vei ur to

unify, that of livefons, four of them (hourd

id themfjves to the nob!

nature, the miniftry of rec i the pre;-,

.rnal happinefs or periihino fouls ; fj no do
I .

i could not but 1

tents of a natural r

at the fame time '

and united in the peculiar

v. as born at Pil

foonet got beyond the

of his c^pao

a He
he Wits fent to tl

he fiudicd philo •

his I
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Jation, was entitled to his peculiar care, lodged, when at

the college, in the fame chamber with him, and had
thereby the principles oflearning infufed into him with
more accuracy and advantage than his clafs- fellows,

in conjunction with a conllant regard to God and
religion, and early impreflions of piety ; and no doubt this

happy fituation contributed not a little to the unufual
progrefs he made in all the parts of university ftudies.

Having taken the degree of Mailer of arts, he applied

Iiimfelf for fome years to the iludy of divinity, under
the direction of Mr Samuel Rutherford. After which,

being entered upon trials, which he Underwent with

great applaufe, he was licenfed to preach the gofpel in

Auguft 1642. And, according to Mr Traill's account,

he not only happily improved in theological learning,

under Mr Rutherford as profeiTor of divinity, but the

miniftry of that good man, fo juftly celebrated for his

affecting and lively preaching, and holy life, was, by
the blefling of God, made the inftrument, if not of his

converfion, which his early piety gives us ground to be-

lieve was fooner effected, at leaft of great advances in a

religious life, which was fo endeared to his foul, that

he refolved to devote himfelf to the immediate fervice

of God in the office of the holy miniftry : and in con-

sequence of that pious refolution, he gave an uncommon
. jnftance of mortification to the world, and with how ar-

dent a zeal he cefigned to give himfelf wholly to the

work of the gofpel, in quitting his paternal eftate to the

only brother of the dve who was not engaged in the fa-

cred office, that thereby he himfelf might be perfectly

difentangled from the affairs of this life, and entirely

employed in thofe of the eternal world. Soon after his

being licenfed he left St Andrews, accompanied with the

high efleem and approbation of the profelTors of that

tiniverfity, which they gave proof of, by a recommenda-

tion conceived in terms fo full and ftrong, that they bore

the character of an inward regard and value, more than

the form of a cuflomary tcftimonial. After this, he be-

came governor to my Lord Mauchlin, elded fon to the

Karl ofLowdon, chancellor of Scotland; in which fta*

tion he continued till he entered upon a parochial charge,

of which this was the>occafion.

He
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He v/£s employed to preach in Galftoun, upon a pre-

paration-day, before the celebration of the Lord's flip-

per, and where feveral members of the new erected parifh

of Finwick being prefent, they were fo much edified by
his fermon, and conceived fo juft a value for him, that

they immediately refolred to make choice of hiin for their

minifter ; aad, in confequence hereof, gave him a very har-

monious call, which Mr Guthrie having complied with, .

he was ordained to the facred office in that parifh, No-
vember 7th, 1644. * n tms pl ace h e h ac* peculiar diffi-

culties to ftruggle with, and many circumiiances of his

minillry extremely difcouraging ; and yet* through the

divine blefling, the gofpel preached by him had furpri-

fing fuccefs, and became, in an eminesat manner, the

wifdom and power of God to the falvation of loft fouls.

As this was a new erected parifh, and Mr Guthrie the

firft paftor of it ; the people had been very much neglect-

ed, and had not enjoyed the means of grace with that

eafe and advantage which others were favoured with :

the melancholy effects wheteof were evidently difcernible

in the rudenefs and grofs ignorance of many of them
\

and confecjuently in a too general neglect of God and re»

Jigion.

Hut under all thefe difadvantages, that heavenly zeal

for the glory of his great Maimer which animated the la-

bours of tfeis excellent minifter, his fervent love to the

fouls ofmen dying in their fins, and his holy wifdom and
diligence in reclaiming and inPructing them, weie fo

honoured by God, and accompanied with the powerful

influences of his holy Spirit, that in a little time a noble

change was wrought upon a barbarous multitude: they
re almoft all perfuaded to attend the public ordinances,

to fit up and ma.ntain the Rated worlhip ot Cod in their

families; and fcarce was there a houle in the whole parifh,

that did not bring fonh fome fruits of his minifliy, and
afford fome real converts to a religious life. And thus

he was made the ir.flrument of many notable triumphs of
victorious grace, which Jefus Chriit leads over the fouls

of obflinate t ran fg re flbrs, when he turns thein from their

ways, and fubdi.es the people under him. And wl

can be more worthy of everlaft'ng remembrance, t'.

fuch glorious atehierements in the fpirituai
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fuccefsful battles with the implacable enemy of the happi-

fiefs of mankind, and the kingdom of their Maker, which-

will one day /hine with an eternal luftre, and be cdcbra-

ith louder and more lading acclamations of an end-

lefs world, than the fading honour of an earthly diadem,
or the bravell achons and mod: fmifhed viclory of any of
the heroes of war, who make now fuch noife and budle
upon the flage ? And how little needed the man we are ndw-

fpeaking of, to envy the dazzling pomp and (hew of this;

earth, or to be dedrous of its richefr. treafures ? He pof-/

fcfTed another portion, dnce almod every family in his.

parifh, however little and obfeure, afforded a ihining or-

nament for that divine crown tf glory and rejoicing,

which fliaU be beautified with the lu fire of an eternal ex-

cellency, and be, by the triumphant King of the church,

bedowed upon all thofe who. have turned many unto

righteoufnefs.

iVlr Guthrie was pciTcffed of all thefe qualities v

became a minider of the gof^U and being accompanied

by the powerful influences cf«div:r.e grace, gave a hap-

py profpecl of uncemmon fuccefs : for, befides his ex-

cellent endowments which were difcovered in the pulpit,

he was eminently, fitted to improve, for the edifia

of his people, the miniderial duties of vifiting and cate-

chizing ; in performing whereof he joined an indefati-

gable diligence to a holy {kill, knew how to embrace every

opportunity of difcourfing upon the mod important and

awful fubjecls, in a plain and familiar manner, and of

"recommending religion to the ccnfciences pf every one in

the way which tl eir fpecial circumdances called for.

And it was his peculiar care to endear the ways of God
to the youth of his parifh, and give them early impref-

fions of an eternal world, before the devil and their luds

had feized upon their hearts, and endaved them : and

the feed of grace that was thus fov/n during the fpring

of life, was, through the difShe bleffing, preferved in

us they advanced in years, and brought forch much
fruit. Nor did Mr Guthrie neglecl, in vifitlng poor fa-

milies, to join woiks of charity to his indruclions, and

imitate his great Mader, in /hewing companion both to

the bodies aDd fouls of men. By all which winning me^

thods he engaged their e&em and arTeclicrs, which could

not
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»et fail to add a mighty force to his exhortations and
reproofs.

He excelled alfo in that ufeful mean of knowledge,

catechizing, and avoided thofe miitakes in the manage-
ment of this exercife, which frequently lelTen the ad-

vantage thereof : his queltions were moitly confined to

fuch truths of the doctrine according to godlicefs, as

were recommended by their great importance, and ex-

tenfive influence upon practical religion; herein con-

forming himfelf to the apoftolical injunction, by inGiting

upon thefe things which were good and profitable unto

men, and -voiding foolifh and trifling queilions that were

vain and ufelefs ; and knowing that it was his bufinefs to

feed the meaneft and weakeft of the Chriltian flock with

wholefome inftruction, he adapted thefe exercifes to the

lowed capacities, begun with the moft eafy and obvicus

truths of religion, and fo prepared the way for thofe

which required a more enlightened under flanging. He
was careful not to expofe the ignorant, fo as to beget a

diftalte in them of the means of knowledge, r.or to con-

found the modefr. and bafhful, but by his meckcefa ;.nd

condefeenllon he encouraged and engaged them ; where-

by catechizing became a pleafure to them, and he had
the joy to fee ufeful and folid knowledge fpreading itfeif

among a people whom he found ^rolsly ignorant.

His own experience in the ways cf God, and the great

depths of troubles and forrows, doubts and ft..

by awakened confeiences are exerciftd, irto which he
himfelf was often plunged, eminently qualifk

aflifting and comforting others in the like circumft.

for (lengthening the weak hands, and confirming the

U ; and could not mifs to be^et in him that af-

fectionate concern for poor ft els, thole bowel* of t;

nefs and fyropathy, which c; i d with any
bur fuch, who ihemfelves have 1 ad a fttling acquaintance

with the methods of the fpiritual life, and the wotk of
the holy Spirit in their own hearts and li\cs. And it

tafy toenlaige upon the unci mmon dex:^

this excellent per ion had in ir, nd the

approaches of the king c! to the advantage of
thofe who v : : fo that

Cif a deathbed repentance
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deed infinite madnefs to delay to the laft hour that

work which is of eternal confequence ; yet there wanted
not evidences of the divine blefling upon his endeavours
to reclaim finners, and call them to God even in the laft

hour.

It would be juflly blameable if we neglected to men-
tion one other noble quality of Mr Guthrie's. The ftate

of his health made it neceiTary for him to ufe frequent

and vigorous exercifes, and this made him choofe rim-

ing and fowling for his common, recreations : but as he
was always animated by a flaming zeal for the glory of

his bleiTed Matter, and a tender compaflion to -the fouls

of men, and as it was the principal thing made him de-

fire life and health, that he might employ them in propa-

gating the kingdom of God, and turning tranfgreiTors

from their ways ; fo the very hours of his recreation- were
dedicated to this purpofe which was fo endeared to him,

and he knew how to make his diverfions fubfervient to-

the nobler ends of his miniury, he made them the occa-

fions of familiarizing his people to him, and introducing

lymfelf to their arTecli on s ; and, in the difguife ofafportf-

rnan, he gained fome to a religious life, whom he could

have little influence upon i.n a miniiter's gown ; of which,

there happened feveral memorable examples* ,

Some of the parifh were fo extremely rude and barba-.

ious, that they never attended upon divine worfhip, and
knew not fo much as the face of their paftor ; to fuch*

every thing that regarded religion wasdiiTafteful 3
a miniiter

would have been enough to have frightened them, nor could

he have accefs either to vifit or catechize them : but what-

Mr Guthrie might have almoftotherwife defpaired of, he

erTecluated by his dnerfions ; in the habit which he then

wore, he conciliated ffoe eireem and love even of thefe-

ignorant creatures, matie- ufe of their curiofity, as well

as of nobler arguments, to bring them to the church, and

enter them into the paths of fahation ; fo that the pulpit

was the lirir place which difcovered to them that it was-

their minifter himfelf who had allured them thither ; and'

fo cendefeending a method of gaining them procured a^

eonilant attendance upon public ordinances, and was at-

length accompanied by the fruits of righteoufnefs, which

are through Jefus Ghrift_u>.to the praife of God. Thus,-

ia-.
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1

in imitation of the great apoftle, being crafty he caught

them with guile. And this heavenly wifdom and dex-

terity will be one day celebrated with jufter applaufes by
the afTembly of the firft born, than the cunningefr. flrata-

gems, or the braved attempts which raife the character of

princes and generals, whole fame rlics now fwifteft and

wideft through the world.

Thus his eminent abilities and unwearied dilige^

-the work of the miniftry, continued to exert themfelves

with diftinguifhed fuccefs ; they procured the univerfal

love of his parifh ; and he lived for one and twenty years

in fuch perfect, harmony with his feffion, that during all

that time, there happened not the fmalleft difference be-

twixt them.

His family- affairs were alfo very eafy and comfortable

to him. Auguft 1645, he was happily married to Agnes
Campbell, daughter to David Campbell of Skeldon, in the

(hire of Air, a remote branch of the family of Lowdon
;

a gentlewoman endowed with all thefe qualities that could

render her a blelUng to her hufband, having joined to a

handfome (hape and comely features, good fenfe and

good breeding, fweetened by a modefl chearfulnefs of

temper; and what endeared her to Mr Guthrie beyond
every thing elfe, fincere piety : fo that they lived a little

more than twenty years, in the mod complete friendfhip,

and with a conftanc mutual fatisfa&ion, founded upon the

nobleft principle, one faith, one hope, one baptifm, and

a fovereign love to Jefus Chrift which zealoufly infpired

them both. By her he had fix children, two of whom
only outlived him, both daughters, who were eminent

for their fincere piety, and endeavoured to follow the

example of their excellent parents. One of them was
married to Miller of Glenlee, a gentleman in the ihire of

Air; and the other was married to the reverend Mr Pa-

trick Warner, December 1681, when the tyranny and

cruelty of the times were growing to their height; and
fo Hie foon became a companion /o him in tribulation,

imprifonment and banilhment for the truth's fake ; till

the glorious revolution, when Mr Warner was fettled

minister of the gofpel at Irvine. Both he and fhe are yet

ng, full of years, waiting till their change come.

Their children arc, William Warner of Ardeir, in the

fhirc
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fliire of Air; and Margaret Warner, rmrried to Mr Robert
Wodrow minifter of the gofpel at Eaflwood, to whom
we are obliged for the materials, from which this account
of Mr Guthrie's life is compofed.

We have given a fhort account of Mr Guthrie's

eminent mimfterial endowments, as they appeared in the

difcharge of the paftoral office among his own people,

and of the glorious fuccefTes wherewith God blefled

his zealous love and unwearied diligence : but this

was not the fole character which he excelled in

;

for in every other capacity he gave equal proofs of his

fuperior accomplifhments.

He was diftinguifhed in the judicatures of the church,

from which he never allowed himfelf to be abfent, by a

thorow knowledge of our constitution, an heroic cou-

rage and firmnefs whenever the caufe of truth and holi-

nefs was concerned ; and that modeft regard for others,

and affection to his brethren, which endeared him to

them, and qualified him for the bufnefs and duties of

fociety.

When that unhappy diftincYion betwixt the public re-

folutioners and the prbtefters found place inthe church,

Mr Guthrie thought it his duty to be of the lad denomi-
nation ; yet he took care that his angry paifions did not

embitter his zeal, which he tempered with a conftant

moderation, and fweetened with an ardent love to peace.

He preached with his brethren of different fentiments

;

and warmly entertained every thing that had a tenden-

cy to union, and could give a profpecl of an accommoda-
tion. The power of divine grace, and his native ge-

nius and temper, with united force engaging h m to

healing meafures, and infpiring him with an abhorrence

for fuch as were fa&ious and divifive ; fo that during a

feafon of fo great difficulties and hazards, he avoided e-

very extreme, and became a bright example of a zealous

moderation, whereby he was of more than ordinary ufe-

fulnefs to the church- on all public occafions.

In the year 1645, when a young man, he was ap-

pointed by the affembly to attend the army ; a happy
conjunction of all the endowments which could qualify a

perfon for that ftation, foon determining the church to

nuke him their choice, Bdng newly married, he was
the*
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-then in fuch circumftances, as, under the Mofaical oecc-

-nomy, would have afforded him a difpenfation from that

fervice : and his affectionate wife was not a little fright-

ened at the dangers he might be expofed to; which in-

creafed her averfion to fuch a degree, that her reluctant

affection iiruggled with her duty; but the voice of Pro-

vidence foon gave the laft principle the fupericrity.

When he was preparing for his departure, a violc

of the gravel reduced him to the greateft extremity of

pain and danger : his religious fpoufe underflood and im-

proved the divine chuftifement ; ihe I I? God
could put an end to a life (he was too apprehenfive about ;

and this wrought her up to a lixed refoluticn, nei

oppofc her inclinations to his entering upon any employ-

ment v. hereby he might honour his Mailer, how formi-

dable foever were the hazards which attended it. While
he was with the army, he was in a remarkable m
preferred when in very dangerous circumflances, upen a

defeat of a party which he was then with. He ev.

ter retained a grateful lenfe of the divine goodnefs ; and,

1 is rctLrn to the pariih, was animated thereby to a

more vigorous diligence in the work of the miniftry, and
propagating the kingdom of the Son of God, both among
his own people, and all who were round about him, hit

public preaching, efpeciallv at the adminiftration of the

Lord's fuppcr, and his private convention confpiring

for thofe noble pur[

And indeed in other refpecls alfo, his mining pi

wifdom, and good breeding, made him univerfdliy ufefui

in the ccuntr) where he lived. The juft value \

the nobility and gentry in the neighbourhood had for
him, and the intereft which this gave him with I

enabled him to improve fuccefafully frequent oppcr
to particular

j

; nd remove feuds which were
enough to prevail in I

s or the chinch, b) ; .anient and
• 1 thofe con. n cd, in planting vacaat coi

B
;
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the church, was one of the difficulties which the miniflry
had then to druggie with ; and it, among others, gave
a difcovery of the excellent qualities of Mr Guthrie.
His pleafant facetious converfation, and maftcrly rea-

foniijg, procured him an univerfal refpe<5t from the Eng-
lifl^ officers, and made them fond of his company. While
at the fame time, his courage and conftancy did not fail

him in the caufe of his great Matter, and were often ufe-

ful to curb the extravagancies of the feclarians, and
maintain order and regularity. One inflance hereof hap-
pened at the facrament of the Lord's fupper celebrated at

Glafgow by Mr Andrew Gray. Several of the Englifh

officers had formed a defign to put in execution the dis-

orderly principle of a promifcuous admiflion to the Lord's
table, by coming to it themfelves without acquainting

the miniiter, or being in a due manner found worthy of
that privilege. Mr Guthrie, to whofe fhare it fell to

difpenfe the facrament at that table, fpoke to them, when
they were leaving their pews in order to make their at-

tempt, with fuch gravity, refolution and zeal, that they

were quite confounded, and fat down again without oc-

casioning any further difturbar.ee.

The Quakers alfo endeavoured about this time to fow
tares in Mr Guthrie's. parifh, improving for this end his

abfence for fome weeks, during which *he was detained

in Angus about his private affairs: but he returned be-

fore the poifon had funk deep, recovered fome that were

in hazard of being tainted by its fatal influences ; and in

conference fo confounded thefe heretics, that they de-

fpaired of ever attacking with fuccefs a flock guarded by

fo watchful and fkilful a fhepherd, whereas they had

made^too many profelytes to their wild delufions in Kil-

bride, and fome other neighbouring parifhes.

It may be eafily imagined, that the eminent gifts and

graces of this excellent perfon would engage parifhes of

greater character and importance than Finwick to defire

his miniflry, and earnefty labour for fuccefs in their at-

tempts to obtain it ; and indeed his people and himfelf

were frequently expofed to the trouble of procefTes of

tranfportation, and vexed with fears as to the iffue of

them. Renfrew, Linlithgow, Stirling, Glafgow, and E-

dinburgh, haying all of thera called him. But befide the

indifferent
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indifferent opinion he entertained of the method of flip-

py ing vacancies by tranfportations in general, and that

the air and*diverfions of a country life were of ufe to him

in maintaining a healthy ccnfiitution ; his love to his

flock was fo warm and conftant, that he put an invin-

cible obftinacy againfr. all defigns of feparating him from

them. A relation is indeed founded on the nobleft bct-

tom, and finks dec-pelt into the foul, when it is animated

by the principle of the fpiritu.l life; and therefore it

mutt in the highelr. degree endear aminifter to his pecple,

and engage their affection and efleem by the molt power-

ful tie, when his labours have been fuccekful in re-

claiming them from fin their ruin, and perfuading them
to enter upon a religious life ; and fo they owe to him,

as far as they can co to an infirument in the bai

God, the falvation of their immortal fouls, which is the

incomparably if rongeft obligation that one man can hnv*»

to another, and the moft flowing fourr* °f gratitude :

and on the other hand, » minirter can fcarce mifs to have

iliar tendernefs and warmth of divine affection for

thofe, whofe father he is after the fpirit, and hath been

honoured by God in bringing them to the kingdom of his

Son, and begetting them through the gofpel, whofehea>
ver.ly birth is now the higheft pleafureand brightcft -tri-

umph cf his life, and will be one day his crowo of glo-

ry and rejoicing. A frier.dihip that had fuch a rife, and
was invigorated by a fpirit fo pure and active, made Mr
Guthrie prefer Fin wick, a poor obfeure panih, to the

moft confiderable charges in the nation : which was a

proof of his mortification to the world, end that he was
73 iuperior to temporal interefls.

I Mr Guthrie continued with his old parifh, till the

great alteration, which the refloiation of King Chaiks II.

made in public affairs. The fiift difcorery that the

res of the court gave of a def teituni

the government of the church, affected the worthy Mr
trt, nor could any thing

s in trouble, and a-

lo be laid d .my occafion flip

of fhewing his concci ch was dearer to him
than his oth ie fynod of Glafgow, held

proper mcafures
p- 2 for
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for the fecurity of religion, the matter was referred to

a committee:- Mr Guthrie prcfented the draught of an
addrefs to the parliament, wherein a faithful teftimony was
given to the purity of our reformation in worihip, doc-
trine, difciphne, and government, in terms equally re-

markable for their prudence and their courage. Every
body approved of it, and it was tranfmitted to the fy*

nod : bat fame worthy minifrers of the fide of the public

refolutioners, being doubtful of the feafonablenefs of

fuch a reprefentation, considering the difficulties of the

times, gave an opportunity to thofe who dellgned to com-
ply with Prelacy, to procure a delay, and fo to crufh it

;

which did not prevent its being ferviceable to the end of

our now mentioning it, namely, affording a proof of the

zealous honefty and firmnefs of Mr Guthrie.

Another inftance whereof was, the refolution he took
tQ wait upon his worthy friend Mr James Guthrie at hi3

execution, uutwithfl-anding the apparent hazards he mull
thereby have expofed himfelf vo. Rm his felTion pre-

vailed upon him, though not without difficulty, by their

earneft intreaties, to lay afide a defign that could not mifs

to deprive them immediately of his miniitry, which, by
the goodnefs of God, they enjoyed fome years after his

•brethren were ejected.

Next to the protection of a kind Providence, and the

Fervent prayers of his own people, and of many others,

unto which he always attributed this diftinguifhed favour

in the firft place ; Mr Guthrie's being connived at for

fome time, was principally owing to the favour of fome

great men in the government, particularly the Earls of

ito'UD and Glencairn, the hit of whom had a regard

for him which was heightened by a conjunction of efteem

and gratitude, Mr Guthrie having had occaiion to oblige

him when imprifoned for his loyahy before the reftoration,

which that noble Lord never forgot, and when he was

chancellor, contributed what he could to his preferva-

tion, by which means he enjoyed the peaceable polTeflicn

of his church till the year 1664.

As Gcd had designed and prepared him for eminent

anl exteniive fervices, during this period, his excellent

nents now exerted themfelves with the great-

eft efficacy, ancThis ufefulnefs was more universally dif»
*'

' fuied
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ftifed through the whole country, which was lr\ a great

meafure deprived of their paflois. Many then hungered

after the word of the Lord, and this made them with

more eagemefs embrace the advantage wffich a merciful

Providence afforded them, of Mr Guthrie's miniftry.

.at multitudes reforted to him frorrfaJI the parts of the

. ft country ; his large church was crouded with hear-

ers from Glafrow, Paifly, Lanerk, Hamilton, and other

diftant places, and his ftrong and clear voice enabled

him to extend the profit of his difcourfes to th

kundreds who" were obliged to keep without doors.

An extraordinary zeal then enlivened the fouls of fin-

cere Chriftians ; they were animated by a warm afrec'tion

to the truth, and an uncommon delight in hearing the

joyful found ; and this made them defpife the diihcul-

ties that lay in their way, and bear chearfully with many
inconveniencies, which attendance upon the facred ordi-

:cs was then accompanied with : fo that we are af-

fured by feveral worthy perfons who t
' Ir Guth-

rie's miniiiry at that time, that it was their isfual prac-

tice to come to Fin wick upon Saturday, fpend the great-
"
ell part of that night in prayer to God, and converfation

about the great concerns of their fouls, attend on the

public worfnip on the Sabbath, dedicate the remainder of

that holy day to religious exercife, and then on the

Monday go home ten, twelve, or twenty miles, without

grudging the fatigue of fo long a way, and the want of
ileep and other refreshments, or find:

prepared for any buiinefs throughout t (b much
was their heart engaged in the attendance they gave to

thefe facred ad tions. A rem.

companied ordinances that were difpenfed to pe

came with fuch a difpefition of foul : great num:
converted am ind many were boih

;r mod holy fail

that wai
f

divine fell

Kin,

the Lord, Irrengtl

nefs difcovcrii

con
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converfation, were a glorious proof of the (incertty of
their profemon, and the wonderful fuccefs cf Mr Guth-
rie's mini(try

% And there are fo«ne of thofe yet alive,

of whofe conwfion to a religious life God honoured him
to be the inffijBfag^ \vho--are ready to atteft much more
than hath been *o^3tow faid ; and can never think, with-
out an ex-ul ration **of foul, and emotion of revived affec-

tions, upon the memory of their fpiritual father, and
the nower of that victorious grace, which in thofe days
triumphed fj glorioufly.

_ During thefe few years, while Mr Guthrie was con-

nived at, the dangers of the time never frightened him
from his duty : but, with a becoming boldnefs, fortified

his people in a zealous adherence to the purity of our re-

formation, warned them of the defection that was thenr

made by the introduction of Prelacy, and inftructed them in

the duties of fo difficult a feafon ; while he recommend-
ed by his own ffeadinefs what he taught from the pulpit,,

he conftantly maintaining fellowfhip with his ejected bre-

thren, and never making the leaff compliance with the

prelatical fchemes. And yet in his fermons he governed

his courage and faithfulnefs by Chriftian prudence ; and,

with reference to civil affairs, confined himfelf fo much
to the language of the facred oracles, and exprefled him-

felf with fuch a juft regard to lawful authority, that hi3

enemies could find no occafion againft him.

The extraordinary reputation and ufefulnefs of Mr
Guthrie, who was admired and followed by all the coun-

try, provoked the jealous and angry paifion3 of the pre-

lates; and his excellent merit became one of the caufes

of his being attacked. Interceffions were iadeed made

in his behalf, but without fuccefs, particularly by the

Earl of Glencairn then chancellor, who made a vifjt to

the Archbifhop ofGlafgow, at his houfe there, and at

parting afked it as a particular favour from him, that

Mr Guthrie. might be overlooked, he knowing him to be

?.n excellent man, and well affected to the civil govern-

ment : but the bifhop not only refufed him, but did it

with a haughty and difdainful air, telling him, That can-

not he done, it JJjall not, he is a ringleader and keeper

up offchifm in my diocefe ; and then pretty abruptly left

the chancellor. Rowallan, Cuninghamhead, and fome

other
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ether Presbyterian gentlemen, who were waiting on hi

ebferving the chancellor difcompofed when he left

archbifhop, prefumed to afk what the matter might be.

To which the Earl anfwered, We have fet up thefe ?/ien,

and they will tread m under theirfeet . In coniequc:

of this refolution of the inexorable Archbifhop Burnet,

upon the 24th of July 1664, Mr Gfothrie was, by a com-
million from him, fufpended, difcharged the exercife of

his miniltry, and his church declared vacant, and he

himfelf by an armed force obliged to remove from it:

a large account of which will be given by the Reverend

Mr Wcdrow, in that ufeful and much defired work, 7

hiflcry cf f the church ofScotland* which

will fhortly be publifhed *. He was notwithilanding'al-

lowed to live in his manfe at Finwick, where he conti-

nued fome more than a year ; during which he was ex-

ceeding ufeful to his peop!«e in a private character.

His brother, to whom he had made over his paternal?

eftate of Pitforthy, dying in the fummer 1 66^ Mr Guth-
rie's prefence theie was neceiTary for ordering private

affairs, which made him and his wife take journey

Angus about that time. He had not been long in I

country, till he was feized by a complication of diftem-

pers, the gravel, with which he had been fi :or-

tured, the gout, and a violent heart burning, agd^o;

attacking him with great fury: the agonies whiflrth

three terrible engines of pain occafioned, were a

fuppcrtable ; and were therefore a fcene r

hter appearance of the Gonflan

nation of this worthy minifler. In the midll of his heavy
Prions, he flill adored the meafures of divine provi-

dence, though at the fame time he Ion

ticn, and exprefTed the n and joy with which
he would make the grave his dwellin ..hen God
fhould think fit to give him reft there : bis companion
Mafter at laft indvdj \ \ tc 5 of hit f<

after eight or tetrchys illoefs he to his fa-

thers, and died in the houfe of I Br- in- law, Mr

# 77:

were nurcte in f>

hijlory nvas publijlji

I
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Lewis Skinner minifler at Brechin, upon Wednefday the

lo:h of October 1665, afternoon, in the 45th year of
his age, and was buried in the church of Brechin, un-
der Pitfcrthy's defk. And as he himfelf died in the full

aifurance of faith, as to his own* intereft in the covenant
of God, and under the pleating hopes that God would re-

turn in glory to the church of Scotland ; fb we have no
doubt that his better part, his foul, was carried by angels

to thofe peaceful regions, not one of the inhabitants^

whereof ever fays that he is fick ; and is now mining
amidit jthe- dazzling glories of thofe fuperior orbs,

which are deftined for the heroes of Chriftianity, who
have turned many unto righteoufnefs, and have borne a

••diiTLnguiihed part in the battles and triumphs of the King
of faints.

During his ficknefs he was viGted by the bifhop of

Brechin, and feveral Epifcopal minifters, his relations

and acquaintances ; who all had an high value for him,

notwithftanding he, with an ingenuous freedom, expreflcd

to them his iorrow for their compliance with the cor-

rupt edablifhment in ecclefiaftical affairs, which was then

made.

This fhort and imperfect account of his life may, in

fome meafure, let the reader into the character of this

excellent perfon : but we hope it will not be unacceptable,

u without repeating what hath been already reprefented,

",ve, in a very plain and fimple manner, give fome far-

ther account of his character, as we have it from perfons

of undoubted reputation, who were themfelves well ac-

quainted with him.

His perfon was fiately and well fhaped, and his fea-

tures comely and h&cdfome. And while he was raifed a-

bove an effeminate delicacy, which was unworthy the

dignity of the ruiniflerial character, he abhorred a floven-

ly meannefs, as very far below it, and was therefore

neat and cleanly in his apparel : and in his whole beha-

viour, as- well as in his drefs, there was nothing that

could give the leait difguif, to gentlemen of the politefr. e-

ducation and niceft ta&e. An awful gravity dwelt upon

his countenance, and never gave way to levity in con-

verfation., or thofe freedoms which were unbecoming his

facred ©race* however allowable they might be to per-

fons
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1

fons of a different order: but he knew how to fweeteo

and manage his temper, fo as never to degenerate into

an afTecled folemnity, or inconverfible aufrerity, but was
ufually extremely chearful and facetious in his converfa-

tion, which made it univerfally agreeable, and added to

the efteem of a minifter the endearments of a friend and

comrade: though indeed, which is generally the c n fz of

great fptrits, there was in his temper an intermixture of

thoughtfulnefb and melancholy, which femetimes gained

the fuperiority, when the public interefls were endanger-

ed, and the enemies of Zion, which was his favourite

concern, prevailed.

He ufed the innocent recreations and exercife3 v.

then prevailed, fifning, fowling, and playing upon tha

ice, which at the fam: time contributed to preferve a

vigorous health, and while in frequent convention
the befr. of the neighbouring gentry, a3 thefe occaGons

g^: t him accefs, to bear in upon them reproofs and in-

i\ ructions with an in offensive familiarity.

His ftrong, clear, and melodious voice, joined to a

good ear, gave hira a great pleafure in riufic, in the

theory and practice of which he had a more than oidinary
dexterity: and lie failed not, with ung-Lty-j^^and fatif-

faction, to employ frequently his voice for the ncbleft

ufe of it, the praifes of his Maker and Saviour; in which

part of divine worfhip, his foul and body acicd with an

united and unwearied vigour.

All the other amiable qualities that can give a luftre

to a man or a Chrffttan, recommended t
! lent

perfon : his gene: :ty, and charitable dii-

pofition, were on all proper occafions confpicuoiis, and
his model! humility gave a love!:

Few men had greater temptations offered to pride and
vanity, his natural . great fuc

.ion, and
I itlfei of the whole

. -Jinired him, . .ngerous '

apt 'in into a fond conceit of himfclf; but

his of mind was proof againft I

feducers, nor could tlicy charm him into felf-fi

and tlteem, for I and

receiv I.
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He excelled in another noble part of religion, as well

as humanity, an affectionate fympathy with fuch as were
expofed either to outward afflictions, or the heavier

troubles of a difquieted foul ; for fuch he had always a
melting tendernefs, and embraced every occafion of fuc-

couring and relieving them : his own experience filled him
"with pity for thofe who were in T

like circumitances, gave
him, in fome meafure, what his great Mailer hath al-

ways in an incomparably more exalted degree for ppor
flnners, a fellow-feeling of their infirmities, and enabled

as well as ftirred him up to comfort them with the con-

folations whereby God had refrefhed and fblaced his own
foul ; and he was ever /ending up fervent prayers to the

throne of grace in their behalf.

We have in the former part of this account ofMr Guthrie,

mentioned feveral of thofe eminent minifterial qualifica-

tions which he poiTefTed, and made his character as a mi-

nifler equal to that which he fo juftly enjoyed as a man
and a Chriftian.

In his youth he had been a hard ftudent, and this gave

him a value for all the branches of learning, and an ac-

quaintance with them : but above all his favourite em-

ployment was the ftudy of the holy fcriptures, which he

read often in the original languages ; and out of this divine

treafure of fpiritual knowledge, he brought out, as our

Saviour fpeaks, things new and old, which were of the

higheft. advantage to him when he came to 'the pulpit.

Asa thorough acquaintance with the Bible is the beft way
to make a good preacher ; fo this was one mean of that

excellency in difcourfes from the pulpit, for which Mr
Guthrie was fo much celebrated : and indeed his fer^

mons had all the advantages which could be given them,

by a clear explication of the text, obfervations and en-

largements that were important and fuitable to the fub-

jec*t, allufions and ill titrations adapted ta the meaneft capa-

cities' of his people, and at the fame time to the dignity

of the pulpit, and the honour of religion, which required

a very uncommon talent ; and then a lively and affecting

application of the doctrines which he taught, to the con-

fciences of his hearers, with an admirable mixture of

light and heat, calculated to inftruct the ignorant, awaken

the fecure, and enliven the whole foul in the ways of

God •
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God : and to conclude, fermons fo excellent in their

compofiire, were delivered with a clear, flrong, and well-

tuned voice, a graceful and vehement action, and eyes

flowing with tears, which were circumftances of no little

advantage.

In prayer to God Mr Guthrie equalled, if not exceed-

ed himfelf as a preacher : the highefl ferioufnefs and

fervency, an awe of the great God on his fou 1
, and a live-

ly faith in his fatherly goodnefs and care, together with

an inward feeling of what he fpoke, all remarkably ac-

companying his addreffes to the throne of grace in fuch a

degree, that many who heard him were ufually melted

into tears of affection, and exceedingly edified.

And to conclude, all his eminent qualities were fancti-

fied by the grace of God, and heightened by an unaffected

piety, and delightful fellowfhip with God through Chrift;

under the minings of whofe countenance he habitually

lived, and attained to a very uncommon degree of fpiri-

tual-mindednefs, of a heavenly frame and temper, and

of joy and peace in believing, while he both lived and

died in full afTu ranee of faith.

We mail put an end to this imperfect: account of the

life and character of fo eminent a perfon, by the tefti-

monies of Mr John Livingftone minifter at Ancrum, and

Mr Matthew Crawford minifter at Eaftwood, both his

contemporaries, concerning him. The firft, in a manu- .

fcript account which he wrote of the minifters of his t

time, hath what follows. " Mr William Guthrie mini-
n fter at Finwlck, was a man of a moft ready gift and
<Q plentiful invention, with moft appofite comparifons, fit

M both i 1 and pacify consciences ; ftraight and
" fled fa ft in the public caufe of Chrift ; he was a £
" light in the ww of Scotland. Hf was much and often

" troubled with the gravel, whereof he died." In ano-

ther place he fays, " In his doctrine Mr \\ illiam Guthrie
" was as full and free as any man in Scotland !

u been, which, together with the excellency of his preach-
" tog 8^ did fo recommend him to the affections of pco-
" pie, thai they turned the cornfield of his gl(

" little town ; every one building a houfe for his family

" upon it, that they might live under the drop of his

" miniftry."

The
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The other, Mr Matthew Crawford, in his manufcrip*
hiilory of the church of Scotland, hath thefe words:
" Mr William Guthrie was a burning and mining light,

" kept in after many others, by the favour of the old
<c Earl of Eglintouo, the chancellor's father-in-law. He
V converted and confnmed many thoufand fouls, and
<c was efteeyie^ the greatelt practical preacher in Scot-
* ( land."

Rutherford in his letters hath fome pafTages con-

cerning Mr Guthrie; but thefe being already publifhed,

It would be needlefs to tranfcribe any thing from them;
nor (hall we detain the reader by the character which
Mr Traill gives of Mr Guthrie from his own knowledge of

him, fince it may be found with more advantage in the

preface which that worthy miniiter prefixed to the edi-

tion of thisureatifc publifhed at London 1705, and fince

reprinted a.t Edinburgh.

Though few people have been in all refpects better

'quafiiied to write upon -practical iiibjecls, yet the modeft

and dirndent fentiments which Mr Guthrie always enter-

tained of himfelf, deprived the world of the great advan-

tage they would have reaped from his fermons, and o-

-ther compofures of this nature, had he thought fit to

make them public. But, to the no fmall lofs of the

church, this excellent treatife is the only genuine per-

formance of Mr Guthrie which hath feer. the light, the

publication whereof was owing lo another caufe rather

than to the inclination of the author, which was plainly

enough forced, upon this occafion. Some unknown per-

fon came by a copy of a few imperfect notes of fome fer-

mons that Mr Guthrie had preached upon the 55th of

Ifaiah, with a relation *o perfonal covenanting; and with-

out the fmalleft intimation of his defign made to him,

printed them in a fmall pamphlet of 61 pages 1 2 mo, ui

this title, A clear, attractive, warming beam of lig

from Ci.ri'Ji the Sun of life, leading to km.fif; ivker

4s itIdforth a char, found, and eafy way of a furs par-

ticular clojing with God, in the covenant of free grace,

to the full ending and clearing all debates thereanent.

Printed at Aberdeen by 7. B. 16^. The book indeed

was anonymous, but Mr Guthrie "w^is reputed the au-

thor of it by the whole country, and fo obliged to take

notice
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notice of it : he was equally difpleafed at the van':;,

the title, and the g\ ofs defeats of the work

confided of fome broken notes of his fermons, confufed-

huddled together by an injudicious hand; and when
he faw that it was the only remedy, he felt himfelf un-

der a necefiity, however uneafy to him, to review

fermons, from which he foon compofed this admirable

treatife.

There were indeed, after the restoration, fome fer-

mons cf Mr Guthrie's, upon Hof. xiii. 9. and a few 0-

ther texts, printed from very imperfect notes taken by a

hearer, by fome ebfeure perfon who wanted to make a

little gain : but as thole could in no juft. fenfe be ac-

coutred the work of Mr Guthrie, being both extrem

-rupt and defective, and were very injurious to his me-
mory ; Mrs Guthrie his widow printed an advertifero.

and fpread it as far as Pac could, to guard the pal

from being impofed upon by thofe fpurious fermons,

ich in a great meafure put a (lop to fo unfair a pr.

- ; and mould in reafon have prevented the difir

nuous extracts of fome coarfe ed exprelTions from
them, which are to be met v. i:h in fome prelatical p.. -

.vour caiumnioufly to exj

the Pre (by te nan intereft, from the falfely ailedged I .

ttf one of its eminent guides and fupporters.

This fmall treat rcfl% the

onl) ir Guthrie, hath been blefTed by
Gou ;n our own country ; it \

p»bl . little before the introduction

of I ^aticn; nor is the conduct of a

rding io ufe-

God, v. b

paflors were torn :n. Setei

leir conv 1 .s life, to 1

I many ihi

men there

11 appear to all who 1 with the

C
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incomparable learning arxl worth of that excellent fcholar

and divine; as we have the Aery iiom a reverend mini-

fterof this church yet alive, who had the Dcclor's fenti-

ments from his own mouth. One day in converi'aticn

with him, the Doflor fpeaking of Scotland, laid to our
informer, " You have truly men of gTeat fpirits in Scot-
(i land, there is for a gentleman Mr Bailie of Jervif-
<f wood, a perfon of the greatefl: abilities ] ever almofT.
tc met with : and for divines/' faid he, pulling out of

his pocket a little gilded copy of this treatife of Mr
Guthrie's, " that author I take to have been one of the
•' greatefl divines that ever wrote ; it is my vademecum,
ct and I carry it, and the Sedan New 1 eftament frill a-
<{ bout with me ; I have written feveral folios, but there
<c

is more divinity in it than in them all." Though the

great medefty of this admirable divine, made him give a

very unequal character of his own excellent performan-

ces, yet this does not hinder fuch an account of Mr Gu-
thrie's bock, given by fo mafterly a judge, from being'as

much for its reputation as any thing of that nature can

be.

Nor was the ufefulnefs of this pious treatife confined,

either to the author's own country or language ; foreign-

ers alfo valued it, tranflated it, and were eminently pro-

fited thereby. It was tranflated into Jow Dutch by the

reverend and pious Mr Koelman, and was highly. elleem-

ed in Holland, fo that Mrs Guthrie and one of her

daughters met with uncommon civilities and hindnefs,

when their relation to its author was known. It is alfo

tranflated into French and high Dutch : and we are in-

formed, that it was alfo tranflated into one of the Eaftern

tongues, at the charges of that noble patron of religion,

learning, and chanty, the honourable Robert Eoyle.

After what hath been faid of the ir.trinllc excellency

of this ufeful book, it might perhaps appear both need-

lefs and affuming for us to pretend to g'nc an\ iurther

character of it, or recommend it to the efteem and ufe of

the public.

THus far the very learned and excellent author of

this preface had proceeded in it, when it p)

his Lord and Mailer to call him to the everlafting re-

ward
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ward of his labours, to his o

but to the great lofs i

grief of all his furviving

But he having propcfcd at his entering upon thil pre-

, not only to gii .

is all death has permitted him to do, but atfb to m i

fome obferrations upon the work itfis

the preface would be in)

It is there.

.

This

ten published. . into fore.

E of more than fix:

appi h already its praifes in the

nt ; and its juft and univerfal efleem fo

to need no letters of commendation from any man, e-

fpecially from fo obfeure a hand as mine; yet to
;

fome account of the reafons for which it has been fo high-

ly valued to thofe who have never read it, to clear and
confirm the grounds upon which is founded the juft ci\

of others who have already peiufcd it, top:,

judices that may be entertained by feme, and a little to

lay open the fpirit or the author an this

I
Age

by all ; will, we hope, not ^e unacceptable to any, but

:.o are deiirous that the

church and their own fouls fhouL: an-

tage by fuch bjohs as are p.

The
are either fuch le of it, or the doctrine-

: lined in it, or elfc the

As •

ugh the b e in

world: f<

. become f
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high eteem. It is plain, and yet decent, and adorned
with all needful beauty ; clear, and yet concife and corn-

prehenfive ; few books written in this couutry about that

time are fo pure irr their ftile : and this will be the more
rallied, if we remember what the author fays in his pre-

face, " that in this work he has mainly, if not only, con-
" fulted the advantage of the rude and ignorant ;-" for

while he teaches thefe in a plain (tile, he entertains even
the learned, that are ferious, agreeably. So that who-
ever naufeates this book for its flile, (hews himfeif mors
of a critical than of a Chriftian- fpirit.

The beauty of the ftile is exceeded, and even eclip-.

fed, by the excellency of the matter which it contains r

upon which many obfervationr, might be made, very ufe-

ful and neceflkry to- be remembered in thefe giddy times.

The fubject which he handles is, of all others, of the

grcateft importance and moment to every man : it is the

Chriftian's great interest, his greateft intereft indeed,

his union with Chrift the bleifed Redeemer, and his title

to the invaluable and glorious blelTings of his purchafe.

The two parts of this great fubject which he treats of,

are thefe which mod neaily touch every Chriftian, and

which he is mod called to bring to a clear andSatisfying

iflue; how a perfon may try his intereft in Chrift, and,

how he may attain to it, and fecure it. Happy that

man who can fatisfy himfeif as to thefe.

In managing thefe heads of his difconrfe, it is evident

to every cne who reads this treatife, that the author

fourrds his doctrine upon the principles of that fyftem,

which aiTcrts free grace as the caufe of our falvation, and

of all that leads to it, thefe principles which were at firft

delivered to the faints in the holy fcriptures, reftored a-

gain with the fcriptures at the glorious reformation from

Popery, received into aimoft all the Confefiions of faith

of the reformed churches, and fully afTerted by the fy*

nod of Dort, in oppofition to Pelagian and Semipelagiaa

errors. Upon this fyftem is rounded the doctrine of this

treatife, in which the author afferts or fuppofes particu-

lar election, effectual grace, man's natural inability to do

what is fpiriruallv good, ChrifVs fatisfying for the elect

only, and the perieverance of the faints : thefe principles

plainly
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,:y run through the whole WOi

D them.

Yet i time nothing is omitted;

ly could fail within fuch a w<

fity of hoKoefs, and univerial obedience k <ly

law. The freedom and fuloc

the gofpel is fo taught, as not tojuftle cut the neceffity

of cut own utit)oft diligence, and oik out our

own falvation with fear and troubling ; it w t .s not I

or"s bufinefs, in fo final] and fo, practical a treatile,

i he coafiftency oft: jr;

he knew this was fuiRciently done of a con:: -

verGal nature : but holding to the . of our ex-

cellent Weftminfter Coofeflion', ht fo exalts Ucc g:.

as not to invalidate the obligation of the moral .

fo aiTerts our natural corruption as not to loofen our ob-

ligations to gofpel-obedience j and equally difcourag

will and merit on the one hand, and flothfuiotfs a

fecurity On the other; and this not by direel a:

ads, which are cenfequenti; 11 v o\<

ontrary d laid down in other plac.

ty, but by af-

be principles upon which they depend.

rot, with fom?, exclude the word
e new coyenantj as if there u

zard of making God's own tej ms of his cove;

tfTaiy, and fome danger of binding them teo

e fouls of his people : but, with our I

:, he frequent!} makes ufe of that word
. hole book

.;d afTerts oftenei than once in the
|

i is the addition, i

nant.

This faith he docs r rs fome 1 . in a

fit no perfuafion chat

" ftating of the heart upoi
" bleffing and
" cence in the
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11 a King to rule over a man in all things." A notion of
faith, which, as it exalts free grace, fo it excludes the
preemption of hypocrites ; and is fitted to prevent dif-

cou-ragemsnts- and defpondency in the truly godly, and
to excite to holinefs, by caufing the foul to go forth to-

wards God in Chrift, and to follow hard after him as its

chief good and hippinefs ; whereas the other grcundlefa .

notion of it leads to the very reverfe of all thefe.

This pious and judicious author makes affurance of our
intereft in Chi id to be attainable, and that too more ea-

fily than many ferio-us Chriftians do imagine
;

yet he
,

will by no means allow it to be of the effence of justifying

faith, or infeparable from it: on the contrary he teach-

es, in the moil: exprefs terms, that many are truly gra-

cious, and have a good title to eternal life, who do not

know fo much.
He afferts the freedom and univerfal extent of the go--

fp'd offer in the fulleft terms, declaring, That " peace
M and fa1vation is offered to all without exception, that
i{ a man is not to queflion God's willingnefs toTeceive
" men wh» go to Ghrifi honeftly :" but does not think

it neceffary, for laying a foundation for this offer, to af-

lirm, that " Chriit died for all men," as fome others

have imagined ; nor tcrtufe himfelf to find out the ground

of this general offer, till he has almoft wrought himfelf

in to the Arminian fcheme. With him "it was for the

" fins of the el eel that Ch rift fatisfied," and this reftric-

tion of Chrift's fatisfaclion, he did not judge inconfiftent

with an univerfal offer: but, with other oithodcx di-

vines, he judged, That the univerfal offer Avas the means

for applying Grind's fatisfaction to the perfons for wboJB

it \v *g fpecially made ; and that this glorious end of con-

verting an e!cc"r wcild, together with God's extenilve

command to his fervants, Matth. xx\iii. 19. was fuffi-

cient ground to preach the gofpel to every man, with-

out perplexing matters with new fchemes, which, as it-

ofcea happens, involves matters indead of explaining

them.

Another thing obfervalle in this excellent author, is

his particular regard, throughout his whole treatife, un-

to God's holy law. As the promoting of holinefs, and

'a thorough corxveifiofl in Chrifliars, appears to be the

great
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great defign of his work ; fo lie does throughout :

whole of it, maintain an inviolable refpecl for God's-

law, which is the rule and raeafure of it. He does not

lay out himfelf (as fome innovating writers on the lime
fubject have done) to find out fubtle d s of the

meaning of the word lanv%
till he has almofl diflinguim-

ed away the obligation of it. He makes the law a fchool-

mafter to lead us unto Ghrift; but then he does not lay

it afide, as an almanack out of date, when it has -brought

us to him. Nay, he makes it one of the firft breath:

of the new nature, •" to acknowled; / to b*
11 good, holy, pft, afrd fpiritual ; to accept of Chr
u whole yoke without exception ; and to become a fer-
i( yant of rightcoufnefs unto God:'* he makes "the ge-
u nuine fruit of the new life to be faith working by
" love," which is the fulfilling of the law ; and tells us,

that "the promifis are made to faith with ho-

.jIi is the fame with obedience to it.

Agreeably to this binding force of God's law, he eve-

ry where excit.s and encourages Chriftians, to exert

their mod earneir. and vehement endeavours in the work
of their falvation : he net Only encourages believer?,

whofc powers are by their converiioa made active to

ligence and induftry ; but he calls even unconverted

ntrs, who are dead in trefpaflls and fins, to efiay
:'•

duty, and diligently to apply themfelveS to th« praflicr

of it, and gives them great encouragement to do fo.

td's us, that " though no words will tuke effefl till (

11 pour out his Spirit ; yet micifiers mult ftill p; .

11 duty upon them, and charge them gtvie the
M Lord no relt till he fend out that S

£

11 give to . it.''

fie teaches, " That though none do cordially ckfe
94 with God in Chrilt JeiV.s, ;:nd acquicfee io I

11 fom found out by God, except only fuch as

•' ed, and w! i doth f( de-
4< tcrmine to that bJeffed choice : i

left

" it as a duty upon people who hear this Irfe
u ivith i *

1 *, as if it %
N to doit : and that the Lor J, t! ..nds
11 and exhor loth convey life and (Ire:

" the new heart to the elect ; aod that it is:

M i*
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* c in thefe commands and invitations, to put people t©
(i fome duty, with which he ufes to concur for accom-
M plifhing that bufinefs between him and them."

Yea further, aniwering the objection taken from our

natural impotencyto clofe with Chriir, he positively affirms,

" that if we effay to clofe with Chriir, and reft on him
" for the offered falvaticn, God will not be wanting on
" his part ; and that it fhall not fail on his part, if we
" have a mind to the burners/' Thus he always takes

care to keep an harmony betwixt the freedom and power
of grace on the one hand, and 'the neceility and ufeful-

nefs of our own endeavours on the ether; and while he

owns our utter inability to do any thing that is fpiritually

good, he gives all encouragement that can be defired to

our own moil earneit endeavours.

To this fame purpofe it may be cbferved, that he for-

mally exhorts to perfonal covenanting with 'God, and
largely directs the management of it as a matter of great

importance. He did not fear, as fome, it feems, now
do, that the foul fhould be guilty of preemption in de-

dicating itfelf with all folemnity to God in Chriir, and in

embracing the offered privilege of fealing a fure covenant

with him : he doubted not but that particular perfons

might do that acceptably, which bodies of men had fo

often done with great fuccefs, and glorious tokens of

God's prefence with them in holy fcripture.

THbs it were eafy to enlarge in making many obferva-

tions upon the excellency and foundnefs of this author's

r.e; but it is row time to conclude with taking

notice briefly,, of this excellent author's way and manner

of managing his fubjccl, and delivering his doctrine'. It •

jiouis to every ere who reads him with attention,

that he fpeaks with a full understanding of his fubjeot:

;

he appears to have meditated deeply upon it, and to have

digested fully the feveral particulars of it: all he fa\s is

of a piece and confident, he feems to have had the tart

words, and all the intermediate parts of it in view when

he wrote the firft. He does not write, as fome others

upon the fame fubjeel have done, loofcly and incoherent-

ly : nor has he made up his book, as they have done

theirs, of gathered fcraps put together with little con*

RexioD, and as little conhiiency ; nay, he fpeaks every
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where like one that is matter of his fubjech Yet he

writes always with the utmoll: modefry and caution; he

does not impofe his own experiences in religion, as a

luteJy necerfary to others, but allows a latitude for God's

various ways of dealing with different performs : hew care-

fully does he guard his reader again:: ^^on the

feveral heads which he handles ? he does not, as feme

have done, lay down crude and unguarded afTertions in

one place, and trull to the attention and judgment th-

reader for correcting them by others laid down elfewhere :

nay, he was fenfible that not to miflead is much better

than to bring back thofe v. ho have wandered, not to
p

fon than to adrainilter an an re under

every head he pointedly guards and ciru. . his

He writes from his own experience: one may i

- :eive the heart fpeaking out its own experience air

in ei , and the author feeling, as veil as under-

flanding, his matter. At the fame time he difcovers the

greiteft judgment and folidity in dilHnguifhing things

doubtful, from things certain ; and things e/TentiaJ to the

Chriftlan life, from tilings extrinlic and circu

to it : founding nothing upon Chridian experience, but

what has the countenance of holy fcripture.

Thus we have in this little book, a treatife upon that

fuLjecr, which of al! others is of the greater! importance

to a Chfiftiao, written in lucli a m inner as equally exalt3

free grace, and encourages gofpeKholintfs .

ed with the greateft exaclnefs againft the

tremes of prefumption and defponciency : a trtLtife writ-

ten with the utmofr. plainnefs, an<

ty and j.. all the depth of a k nd
judicious divine, and the

flian. How for the church, if r

! treatifes i .efe

and the Jike qualities of this excellent author ? how much
.:ts and \i, .

if filch a plain and ufeful rerc as warm-
ly recommended, and as carefully ftudied, as 01

a different character ?

anil; ?pt as the fcriptures, Auk

f modern
this



this edition attended with all the advantages that the

publifher could think of, 10 make it both ufeful and a-

greeable to the reader. The Lord himfclf grant it may
further anfvver its noble end of converting and confirm-

ing fouls, and in all refpects yield much fruit to his ho-

nour.

The folio-wing account cf the reverend Mr William Cu -

tbrie is faithfully tranferibed from that laborious and
^worthy divine Mr Robert JVodro^j, in his hi/lory of

i the ffferings of tkc church of Scotland, and is as fol-

'R William Guthrie, miniiler at Finwick, in the

mire of Air, ufed the greateft of freedom and
nncerity in his fermons at this time. I am too nearly

concerned in this great man, to fay mtich about him,

and therefore choofe to give this in the words of a wor-
thy minifter, his contemporary, in his character of him.
" l(\ his doclrine Mr William Guthrie- was as full and
"- free as any man in Scotland had ever been ; which,
" together with the excellency of his preaching gift, did
M fo recommend him to the affections of people,, that

" they turned the com* field of his glebe to a little town,

[ f* every one building a houfe for his family upon it, that
*" they might live under the drop of his ordinances and
** miniftry." Indeed. the Lord gave him an opportunity

to bear a longer tefrimony again 8: the defections of this

time, than moil of his brethren ; till at length the malice

of the archbifhep of Glafgow turned him out in the yean

16 6), as we may hear.

CongregationaI fafls kept.

A good many miniit'vrs kept congregational farts ; and

that was all almoft they could do, fince now there was

icarce any opportunity of Prefbyterial or fynodical ap-

pointments o\ this nature ; and in fome places where

there were difarTected perfons to delate 'them, miniiters

fuffered not a Tittle for this practice, and the plainnefs of

their de£tr :

r?.

The
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The other inftance I promifed as to the fufFerings of

old minifters this year, is that of the reverend a

Angularly ufeful Mr William Guthrie, minifler of

gofpel at Finwick. This extraordinary perfon 1 have

particular opportunities to have certain and diftinct ac-

counts of. I heartily w^h fome proper hand would give

the public ajuft narrative of this great man s life, which

might, I perfuade myfelf, be very ufeful. The broken

hints we have, before the laft edition of his excellent

Saving interejf, at London 170J, are lame and indif-

tinct, and were writ without the knowledge of his re

maining relations, who could have given more juir. and

larger accounts: I (hall therefore here give the more
particular hiftory of his fuffe rings at tue timt, and his

being forced to part with his dear flock.

He continues linger at his work than many others.

By the interelt of leveral noblemen and others, to

whom Mr Guthrie was very dear, he enjoyed a conni-

vance, and was overlooked for a considerable time, when
he continued at hrs viafter's work, though in his fermons

he was more than ordinarily free and plain.

Burnet comes t •, he and fome 0-

ther viinijlers are attac

But foon after I jider Burnet was brought 'from

the fee of n to that of Giafgow, he and the I

remaining mini Iters about him were attacked ; fuch as,

Uvingfton at B Ga-
briel Maxwell at Diradonaid, Mr (i;ibriel Cum-
Dunlop, and Irew Hutchefon and Mr
Cafl iinitters at Stewartoun ; and perhaps the

chancel!
1 about this time, helped to p;ive the

way for

• the an '
r Gu*

me cf the

f

1 upon to fpare fail

longer.
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longer. When means and interceifions could r,ot pre-

vail, Mr Guthrie was warned of the archbifhop's defign

again ft him, and advifed by perfons of note, his friends,

to fuffer no refiftance to be made to his difpofieflion of the

church and manfe ; fince his enemies wanted only this for

a handle to profecute him criminally for his zeal and
faithfulnefs in the former times : fuch was their fpite a-

gainft this ufeful man -of God.

JVednefday, July 20th, kept as a congregationalfaji with
his people.

Under the profpeel of parting with his beloved people,

Wednefday the 20th of July this year, was fet apart by
him for falling and prayer with his congregation. The
text he preached from was, Hof, xiii. 9. Ifra&l ! thou

haft dejiroyed thyfelf. His fermon was afterwards print-

ed very unfairly and indiflinclly, from an uncorrecl copy.

From that fcripture, with great plainnefs and affeclicn,

he laid before them their fins, and thofe of the land, and

of that age; and indeed the place was a Bochim.

He preaches the next Lord^s day early in the wcrning,

and takes leave of his people.

At the clofe of that day's work, he gave intimation

of fermon upon the next Lord's day very, early, and his

own people and many others met him at the church of

Finwick betwixt four and five in the morning, where he

preached twice to them from the clofe of his laft text,

But in vie is thine help. And as he ufed upon ordinary

Sabbaths, he had two fermons and a fhort interval be-

twixt them, and difmiffed the people before nine in the

morning. Upon this melancholy occafion, he di reeled

them unto the great fountain of help, when the gofpel

an J minifters were taken from them ; and took his leave

of them, commending them to this great God, who was

abie to build them up, and help them in the time of their

Reed.

No violence ufed againfl the party <u)7;o came to difpofefs

him.

His people would willingly have faor ificed all that was

dear to them, in defence of the gofpeJ, and adhering to

him/
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him. Indeed M. difficulty to get their

afFeclion to him fo far moderated, as to keep them from

violent proceed:: the party who came to difpof-

fefs him : they would have effectually prevented the

church its being declared vacant, and were ready to have

rejifted even to blood, Jiriving agatnftJht9 ifthey had been

permitted. But Mr Guthrie's peaceable difpofition, his

great regard to lawful civil authority, with his prudent

forefight of the confequences of fuch a procedure, both a:;

to the intererts of the gofpel, his people, and hi

made him lay himfelf out, and ufe the intereft he had in

the people, which was very great, to keep the peace
;

and there was no disturbance which could be made a

handle of by adverfaries.

With ?inich difficulty the a}

hi: fentence againft Mr Guthrie,

"U hen the archbifhop of Glafgow refolved upon dif-

poileffing him, he dealt with feveral of his curates, to in-

timate his fentence againit Mr Guthrie, and as many re-

fufed it. There was an awe upon their fpirits, which
feared them from meddling with this great man ; befides,

they very well knew it . ction would render them
for ever odious to the weft country, and they feared the

confequence. At Jaft be no was cu-

rate of Calder, as | promifed him five pounds
Sterling for his reward : but, poor man ! it was the price

of blood, the blood of foi. utbet he nor his had
much fatisfaclion in it.

The curate ofCalder .

of FitJewick .

Upon the 24th of July, : .me with a partv of
twelve foldiers to Finwick . the Lot d .

by commifiion from the archbi

to preach any more at Finwick, declared the

h vacant, and fufpc:. . from the

his miniftry.

The corr.n. : the party and the curate, le

the foldiers without, > the manfc or mil

D
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hq?fe. The heft account I can at this diftance give of
what palled in the hcufe, is by inferting a fhort minute
of this, left among the fmall remains of a valuable col-
lection of papers belonging to Mr Guthrie j which v/ere
taken away, as we mail afterwards hear, fome years after
this, by violence, and againft all the rules of equity,
from his widow, and fell into the hands of the bifhops.
The paper was drawn up at the time to keep up the re-

membrance of this affair, without any deilgn of its being
publiihed, and I give it in its own native and plain drefs.

The futn of the curate's difcourfe when he came and in-

timated Mr William Guthrie his fentence of fujpen-
Jiori, with Mr Guthrie's anfwer t-o hi?n.

An account of what pafTed in the manfe.

THE curate fhewed, that the hifoop and com?vittee,

after much lenity f?ewn to him for a long time,

were conflrained to pafs the fentence offufpenfton againft

him, for not keeping of presbyteries and fynods with his

brethren^ and his unpeaceablenefs in the church ; of which

fentence he was appointed to make public intimation to

him, for which he read his commijpon under the arch-

bifhop of Glafgow his hand.

Mr Guthrie anfwered, / judge it not co?ivenie?it to

fay much in anfwer to whatyou havefpoken : only, where-

as you alledge there hath been much lenity ufed towards

me, be it known unto you, that I take the Lordfor party

in that, and thank him for it ; yea, I look upon it as a

door which God opened to me for preaching this go/pel,

which neither you ?tor any man elfe was able to jhut, till

it was given you of God. And as to that fentence pajf'ed

tigainjl me, I declare before thefc gentlemen, {the officers

of the party), that I lay no weight upon it, as it comes

from you, or thofe who fent you ; though I do refpeel the

civil authority, who by their law laid the groundfor this

fentence ; and were it not for the reverence I owe to the

civil magifrate, I would not furceafe from the exercife

of my miniflry for all that fentence. And as to the crimes

la??? charged with, I did keep presbyteries and fynods

with my brethren; but I do not judge thofe who newJit
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to be my brethren, but mt de defec-

tion from the truth and caufe of God ; nor do Ijudge

thofe to befree or lawful courts of Chrijl, that are ?. \

jitt: feacedblenefs, I knew I am

obliged to let it go. And asfor ; ,
to

imate this fentei .'declare \:/l-

fbr-

fake my near. ./, and gh .

• -

i?:g tried

\ r- ; and i

bat

th t

,

fnc t afew thai .en,

and Sir,

if J upon you to interru] rk among
ti. ispeople, as Ijhall wijh the LordmayJ ; uili

cf it, fo I cannot but leave all the bad confequences that

fellow upon it, betwixt God and your own ccnf'ience.

And here I do further declare before thefe gentlemen,

that I am fufpendedfrom my miniftry for at to the

covenants arid work cf God, from it/ tiers,

have apoftatized.

Here the curate interrupting him, faid, That the Lord
Lid a work before that covenant had a being, and that
he judged them apoftates who adhered to that covenant;
and that he wiflocd tl.at not only the Lord would forgive
him (Mr Guthrie), but, if it were lawful to pr.

dead, (at which exprejjion the foldier* ;/j), that

I
ears paf

.

It is true, anfwered Mr Guthrie, the Lord
lefore that covenant had a being, but it is as :

// hath be. us Jince that covenant, and it is a
lugfor us to bejudged ofyou in adhering to that co-

andfern
1 reflect ^> f re fo rm a t ion y> c

•

ndred years paf , b : e church

tog himfeh'
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to the foldiers, / wijh the Lord may pardonyoufor coun-
tenancing of this man in lefs. One of them fcof-

fihgly replied, Iivijhnjjg never d erfault. L

faid Mr Guthrie, a tittlefin

Mr Guthrie*s civilities to the foldiers

.

When this had pa/Ted, Mr Guthrie called for a glafs

of ale, and craving a bleffing himfelf, drank to the com-
mander of the foldiers ; and after they had been civilly

entertained by him, they left the houfe. I have it con-

fidently reported, that Mr Guthrie at parting did fignify

to the curate, that he apprehended forne evident mark of

the Lord's difpleafure was abiding him, for what he

now a doing, andferioufly warned him to prepare for fomc
ftroke a coming upon him very fcon.

The curate died in a little after.

Mr Guthrie's relations, and a worthy old minifter yet

alive when I write this, who was that day at Finwick with

him, from whom I have part of this account, do not

mind to have heard any thing of this denunciation ; but

it might have been without their hearing, fince none of

them were prefect at parting. "Whatever be in this, I

am well aiTured the curate never preached more after he

left Finwick. He came In to Glafgow, and whether he

reached Calder, but four miles from it, I know not ; but

in a few days he died in great torment of an illiack paf-

fion, and his wife and children died all in a year, or there-

by : and none belonging to him were left : fo hazard-

ous a thing it is to meddle with Chrift's fent fervants. v

The kirk declared vacant.

When they left the manfe, the curate went into the

h ( mvick with the foldiers his guard, and now
hearers, and preached to them not a quarter of an

hour, and intimated from the pulpit the bifhop's fentence

:i(t Mr Guthrie, No body came to hear him, but

the party who came witn him, and a few children and

b no c- 1 fome difturbance, but were cha-

fed off by the foldiers.
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Mr Guthrie continues in the farijh till Oilcber 1665,

nub'eM ke died in Angus.

Mr Guthrie continued in the parifli, but preached

no more in the church, where, as far as I can learn,

there was no curate ever fettled. Upon the 10th of Oc-

tober next year, this excellent perfon died in Angus,

whither he went to fettle fome affairs relating to his e-

ftate of Pitforthy there. Thus by the malice of the pre-

lates, this bright and eminent light of the weft oi Scot-

land was put under a bufhel, yea, extinguifhed.

Mr William Guthrie dies, Ofiober io.

By this time many of the old Prefbyterian mjoifters,

who had feen the glory of the former temple, were got

to their reft. The ioth day of October this year,

brought the reverend Mr William Guthrie to his Father's

houfe. I mail only add the remark made upon his la-

mented death, by the worthy minifter his contemporary,

whom I cited before, when I fpokeofhim. " This
" year the Prefbyterians in Scotland loft one of their
4t pillars, Mr William Guthrie minifter of the gofpel at

" Finwick, one of the mod eloquent, fuccefsful, popu-
" lar preachers, that ever was in Scotland. He died a
11 fafferer, for he was depofed by the bifhop, but in

" hopes, that one day the Lord would deliver Scotland
" from her thraldom. " Many others of the old mini-

vers of this church died about this time in peace, being

taken away from the evil to come, which was faft coming
on in great meafurcs, and departed under the folid and
firm hope of a glorious deliverance coming to this poor

D



A recommendatory PREFACE by the
late Reverend Mr Robert Traill.

THIS little back, having part fo many impreffions,

both in Scotland and England, within the lad fif-

ty years, (for it is near that time Cnce it firit was print-

ed), and being commended by the acceptance of the

faints, needeth nothing more, efpecially from fo obfeure

a hand, to recommend it. But having known the au-

thor, I would willingly acquaint the world with fome-
what of his character, after one hint about his book.

It is to this author we owe the flrft motion of perfonal
covenanting ivifh Gcd. We have heard more, far more,

of making national covenants for reformation; and of

church-covenants for mutual gofpel-fellowfhip, than we
have feen of the keeping of them. But Mr Guthrie firft

wrote of perfonal covenanting, as far as ever I can learn
;

and that, not till he had confulted many both viinifrers

and Chriftians . He having opened the door, feveral

have followed, bur, non pajfibus xquis ; and by the

length and artificial method in their fchemes of fuch co-

venants, have put the praclifers thereofin no fmall danger

of running the matter into a dry formality, the bane of

all holy things. But it is plain, that this author defigned

nothing in his fhort form of words but to clofe the ad of

faving faith in Chriji , in fuch expreflions as fuit the ex-

perience of every believer.

Mr William Guthrie was the eldeft fon of a country-

gentleman in the mire of Angus in Scotland, of a good

family, and of a competent eftate. After he had pad

hiscourfeof philofophy at the univerfity of St Andrews, he

went to the New-college there, where theology and the

Hebrew are taught by feveral profeffors. And it was

then no rare thing, for young gentlemen that had no de-

fign of engaging themfelves in any of the three learned

profeflions, of law, phyjic, or divinity, to fpend fome

time at that college. Then, and there, it pleafed the

Lord, who had feparated hi na from his mother's womb,
to call him by his grace, by the miniltry of excellent Mr
Samuel Rutherford, and this young gentleman became

one of the firft-fruits of his miniftry at St Andrews. His

converfion was begun with great terrors of God on his

foul,



Traill's Treface. 45

foul, and was completed with that joy and peace in be-

lieving, that did accompany him through his life. Upon
this bleffed change wrought in him, he did immediately

refolve to obey the call of God, to ferve him in the mini-

ftry of the gofpel, which was given him with the Lord's

calling him effectually to grace and glory. And he did

for this end fo difpofe of his outward eftate, (of which he

was born heir), as not to be entangled with the affairs of

this life. After fome time fpent in ftudy, he was called

to preach, and quickly after was fettled in a congrega-

tion in the Weft of Scotland, and did fhine in that place,

till a few months before his death, that he was driven

away by perfecution in 1665. In this place, he labour-

ed with great diligence, and with no lefs fuccefs, as him-

felf owned to the Lord's praife, when he faid that there

was hardly any under his charge, bot were brought to

make a fair profeffion of godiinefs, and had the wormip of

God in their families : and it was well known, that many
of them were fincere, and not a few of them, eminent

Chriftians. The love he had to his people, made him
ftiflly refufe all calls and invitations to Glafgow or Edin-

burgh, or Stirling, (where his own coufin, grave Mr
James Guthrie, was minifter, (afterward Chrifi s faithful

martyr^ whom I law die in and for the Lord, at Edin-

burgh, June 1 ft 1 661), and pleaded much in a general af-

fembly, that he might have his miniftry in that city,

which was malignant and profane at that time ; but all

to no purpofe). In this place, though an obfeure one,

but by his miniftry, he fpent all his few days. I have

heard feveral judicious minifters and Chriftians obi.

this of him, that, whereas many worthy minifters h*?e

out-lived their zeal, the vigour of their gifts, and their

acceptance with the godly, this blefied man rather in-

creased in all thefe to the laft.

His ftature was tall and (lender, his afpeel grave. His

ral temper was chearful, witty, . tious, yet

tempered with gravity becoming a minifter of Chrift. I

bat of this rare mixture in him myfelf,

and have heard from many who had a great intimacy with

-t they have admired this in him, that immediately

it his recreations, and fingular fallics of wit and in-

Doceiit mir»h, v> Inn called to y>t%
> he would fpeak to

God
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God with that holy awe, and faith, and love, and life,

as if he had come down from the meunt.
His gifts were great, ftrong natural parts, a clear

head, and a found heart. His voice was of the bed fort

;

Joud, and yet managed with charming cadencies and ele-

vations. His oratory lingular, and by it he was matter

of the pailions of his hearers. His action in preaching

was more than ordinary
;

yet was it all decent and taking

in him. I have oft thought him in this, the liked to the

famous Mr John Rogers of Dedham in EfTex, by the

character I had of him by many ; and efpecially from his

kinfman, Mr William Jenkyn, who died Chrid's pri-

foner in Newgate, 1684.
In preaching, praying, dealing with didreffed con-

fciences, and in pleading for the caufe ofGod in the afTem-

blies of miniders, he was eminent, and generally fo e-

deemed in his day, which I do well remember.
I have heard many pa/Tages of God's prefence with

him, and of his bleffing of his labours, which I forbear

to mention ; both becaufe it is unfit to give a lung pre-

face to zfljort book; and becaufe I am not without hope,

that fome will think it fit to make this great man better

known.
The main humbling thing that attended him, (next

to the apodafy in the land, and cruel perfecution of the

church of Chrid in it), was a crazy body, afflicted much
with the done, and at lad with an ulcer in his kidneys,

which brought him to his grave, in 1665, when he had
lived littk above forty-two years.

This was the man, that the rulers in Scotland could

not then bear : but though the love and edeem, that

mod of the neighbouring nobility and gentry bare to him,

did prevail, for a year or two, to preferve him in his

place, after many of his brethren were cad out
;

yet

at length, a party of the king's guards, was fent to turn

him out, and to put a dranger in his place. Unto which

violence he gave way ; and went on a vifit to his friends,

where he was quickly feized with a fit of his didemper,

and died in 1665, in Angus. I have oft feen him, con-

verfed with him, and have heard him preach ; and ifmy
youth then did make me an unfit judge of his real great

worth, yet his name was fo famous, his minidry fo fol-

lowed,



Mr Traill's Preface. 4s

ired, especially in his laft two or three years, by teany
; ers, and fo many defolate congregations,

(and both were multiplied in fatal 1662), that I do but

declare what was then the common fenfe of thoufands in

Scotland, that Mr Guthrie was every way an eminent

gofpel-minifter. I had alio a fpecial adrantage for know-
ing the fpirit of this great man. My own honoured
ther and he, kept for many years a conftant weekly [

rcfpondence by letters ; many of which from Mr GtKl

to my father, I did perule, and feveral of them 1 have

ftill by me, writ by his own hand.

the great ?nan> the author of this [mall book t

and it is all that he ever pubJifhed. Some fmall {craps

of fome of his fermona, 1 have feen in print, published

many years after his death, by fome honeft, but unjudi-

cious hand, that declare little of the true fpirit of the au-

This much I have faid at a (lender defire of the

-inter of the book, as judging it both my duty and
my honour, to declare what I have feen and heard of this

excellent perfon. And if any think ftrange, that I, who
am none of the oldeft of men, can fo freely give a cha-

racter of a perfon who hath been near forty years dead
;

I can tell them, thatbefides the commonnefs of this fame

judgment of him, wiih thoufands, in the Weft of Scotland

to this day, (of whom many will cenfure this account as

very lame and defective), I have on record by me in

writing for feveral years, fome lingular things concerning

• which I forbear to publim.

don1 Jan. 30.

RO. TRAILL.



To the READER.

Chriftian Reader,
7J/H ILE the generality of men, efpedaily in thefe

days, by their eager purfuit after low and bafe in-

tcrtjfs, have proclaimed as upon the houfe-tops, how
much they have forgotten to ?//ake choice of that better

part, which, if chofen, floould never be taken from
them ; 1 have made an efjay, fuch as it is, in the follow -

ing treatife, to take thee offfrom this unprofitable, though

painful purfuit, by propojing the chiefej} of interefs, e-

ven the Christian's great intereir, to be ferioufly pondered,

and conflantly purfued by thee. Thou maxjl think it

Jlrange to fee any thing in printfrom my pen, as it is in-

deed afurprife to myfelf: but necejjity hath made me for
this once to offer fo much violence to my own inclination,

in regard that fome, without my knowledge, have lately

publifhed fome 'wperfecl notes of a few of my fermons,

mofl confufedly cafl together, prefixing withal this vain

title, as difpleajing to ?nyfelf as the publifloing of the

thing, A clear attractive warming beam, fyc. Upon this

occajton was 1 prevailed with to publifh this little piece,

wherein I have purpojely ufed a tnofl homely and plain

file, lefl otherwife {though when I have flretched myfelf

to the utmofl, I am below the judicious and more under-

standing) I'fhould be above the reach of the rude and ig-

norant, whcfe advantage I have ?nainly, ifnot only, con-

futed : I have likewifefudied brevity in every thing, fo

far as I conceived it to be confijlent with plainnefs

and perfpicuity ; knowing that the perfons to whom I ad-

drefs myfelf herein, have neither much ?noney to fpend
upon books, nor much time to fpare upon reading* If
thou be a rigid critic, I know thou viayfl meet with jeve-

ral things to carp at, yet affure thyfelf that I had no defign

to offend thee, neither will thy fimple approbation fatisfy

me ; it is thy edificatien I intend, together with the in-

citement effome others more expert and experienced in this

excellent fubjeel, to handle the fame at greater lengt

which I have more briefly hinted at, who am
Thy fervant in the

Work of the gofpel,

WilLIAM GVTHUI,
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ETISTLE COMMENDATORY,

From a Chriftian Friend, giving an account of his

thoughts upon perufal of this Bojk.

Chrijlian Friend^

I
Have fent you by the bearer this : .h by pro-

vidence came to my hand, and a bleiTed providence

it was to me ; for I hope the fame mercy that brought it

to my hand, hath brought the Saviour of it to my heart.

Upon perufal of it, I find fuch a bleiTed and happy con-

nection betwixt the gifts and the graces of the Spirit, fuch

an holy and humble condefcenilon to my plain c

fuch a ferious handling of ferious truths, that the lan-

guage of my heart upon perufal of it, was fomev

that of the woman of Canaan, John iv. 29. G<m
?nan that told me all things that ever I JU; or rather,

all that God hath done in me, and for me. He that

hath waded much in the water of foul-trouble, mayjiere

behold a lively defcription of the fpirit of bondage in ail

its terrors and troubles : and he who is got out of th

and is funning his foul in the light of God's countenance,

may here behold the light fide of the cloud
;

the

fpirit of adoption, in all its beautiful colours.

The firft part of this book fets forth the foul in «a

florm, when thclaw comes thundering to the confcie.

the laft leads it into a calm of fweet peace and feren

when the Spirit cf God comes to a troubled foul, as the

Son of God once came to the troubled fen, with a P-
be ftilly Matth. xiv. 29. But if it fhould not be thus,

the believer is here directed to be willing to want what
God 13 not willing I tnd to know, he is v/ifc to

give when he will, what he will, and how he v. :ii. I

find now, that peace is fown for the righteous, Pfal.

1 x v i i . 11. But all do not reap the crop till they come
into Immanuers land, if. vii. 8. There our joy, as well

as our' light, fhall be cle tr, and our love perfecl.

And if there be any more concerned in this piec:

Others, (though it deals forth its bread to all its young

men
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.

men and young converts) ; the latter may here behold

as in a map or mirror, the feveral providences, and va-

rious workings of the blefTed Spirit, that have all con-

curred in bringing them home to God ; and may take no-

tice of all the inducements and remoras they met with in

the way ; as Mofes was to write a hiftory of the children

of Ifrael pajjing through the wilder?: efs, Numb, xxxiii. 2.

So doth this book, with a holy kind of elegancy, de-

fcribe the Spirit's leading the foul out of its bewildered e-

flate, into the fpiritual Canaan, never leaving it, till it

come to the mountain of fpices, Song viii. 14. out of

Satan's gun- (hot, where his habitation mall be the muni-

tion of rocks, If. XXXvi. 16. Neither is there one path

omitted, fo far as I could ever read, or gather from my
cwn or others experience; fo that it may not unfitly be

termed, " A fpiritual day-book of all the paflages be-

" tween the Spirit of God and the foul, in its regenera-
<c tion work;" which is no lefs profitable than delight-

ful for the believer, to be reading over the records of

God's love manifefled in the gofpel ; what care and

coft he took with him, to recover him out of the gall of

bitternefs. and bond of iniquity ; for trial brings truth to

light, and thofe things, which through many clouds in-

tercepting may have Jolt their remembrance in the foul,

are here clearly difcoveredthat they have been ; although

for the prefent the believer cries out, Ho<vj is the gold be-

come dim ! hc~v is the fine geld changed f And the look-

ing over part expeiience brings a renewed Saviour, and a

fpiritual relifh of thofe things upon the heart to them'

who have thus tafred that the Lord is good ; at lead fup-

-ports the foul under the want of fenfible feeling, whiift it

calls to reniembrakci the days if old, the years of Cod's
right hand. But I have done, and yet me thinks I can

never write enough of the excellency and utility of this

piece, the Lord make it fo profitable to others, as it hath

teen to me. To his blefTing I leave both you and'it, and
remain,

Your true Chttftianfriend,

(>. B.



THE
CHRISTIAN'S
GREAT INTEREST.

THE INTRODUCTION.

SINCE there be fo many people, li-

ving under the ordinances, pre-

tending without ground to a fpecial in-

terefc in Chrift, and to his favour and

vation, as is clear, Matth. \ii. 22. 23.

Many will fay to me in that day, Lord,

Lord, have we not prophefied in thy

name ? and in thy name have caft out

devils r and in thy name done many
wonderful works: And then will I prc-

fefs unto them, I never knew you : de-

part from me ye that work iniquity.'

Matth. xxv. 11. 12. ' Afterward came
alfo the other virgins, faying, Lord,

Lord, open to us. But he anfwered and
faid, Verily I fay unto you, I know you
not/ Lukexiii. 24. Strive to enter in at

the (trait gate: for many, 1 fay unto you,
will feck to enter in, and (hall

able/ And fince many who ood
ground of claim to Chrift, are not t

ed in the confidence of his

E
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but remain in the dark, without comfort,

hefitating concerning the reality of god-
linefs in themfelves, and fpeaking little

to the commendation of religion to o-

thers, efpecially in the time of their

flraits ; I fliall fpeak a little to two things

of greateft concernment. The one is,

Hew a perfon fhall know if he hath a true

and fpecial intereft in Chrift, and whe-
ther he doth lay juft claim to God's fa-

vour and falvation? The other is, In cafe

a perfon fall fhort in the forefaid trial,

what courfe he ihall take for making fure

God's friendfhip and falvation to him-

felf?

PART



PART I.

The Trial of a Saving Intereft in

CHR 1ST.

How fhall a man know if he hath a true

and fpecial intereft in Chrift, and whe-

ther he hath or may lay claim juftly

to God's favour and falvation?

CHAP. I.

A mans intereft in Chrift may be knoivn

:

it is a matter of the highejl importance^

and is to be determined by fcripiure.

BEfore we fpeak directly to the que-

ftion, we fhall premife fome things

to make way for the anfwer.

Firft$
That a man's intereft in Chrift,

or his gracious ftate, may be known, and
that with more certainty than people do
conjecture; yea, and the knowledge of

it may be more eafily attained unto th

many do imagine: for, not only hath
the Lord commanded men to k _ir

intereft in him, as a thing attainable,

or. xiii. 5. ' Examine yom , whe-
c
ther ye be in the faith. l\c. i.

10. ' Give dil e to make
j

til-

ing and ele<5tion I But m;
E
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of the faints have attained unto the clear

perfuafion of their intereft in Chrift, and
in God as their own God; how often

do they call him their God and their

portion, and how perfuaded is Paul,
' that nothing can feparate him from
' the love of God?' Rom. viii. 38. 39.
Therefore the knowledge of a man's gra-

cious fiate is attainable.

And this knowledge of it, which mar
be attained, is no fancy and bare con-
ceit, but it is mofl fare;

4 Doubtlefs
4 thou art our Father,' faith the prophet
in name of the church, If. Ixiii. 1 6. It is

clear thus, (1.) That can be no fancy,

"but a very fure knowledge, which doth
yield to a rational man comfort in mofl
real ftraits: but fo doth this, 1 Sam.
xxx. 6.

4 When the people fpake of fto-

' ning David, he encouraged himfelf in
' the Lord his God.' Pfal. iii. 6. he faith

there, ' He will not be afraid often thou-
4 fands that rife againfl him.' Compare
thefe words writh verf. 3. of that pfalm,
' But thou, O Lord, art a fhield for me;
' my glory, and the lifter up of mine
• head.' Pfal. xxvii. 1. 3. ' The Lord is

' my light, and my falvation, whom
1

fhall I fear? The Lord is the ftrength
4 of my life, of whom fhall I be afraid r

' Though
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Though an hoft fhouid encd: inft

me, my heart fhall not fear: tiiough

war fhould rife againft me, in this will

I be confident.' (2.) That is a fure

knowledge of a thing which maketh a

wife merchant fell all he hath, that he

may keep it fure; that maketh a man
forego children, lands, life, and fuffer

the fpoiling of all joyfully : but fo doth

this, Matth. xiii. 44. Mark x. 2%. 2

Heb. >:. 34. Rom. v. 3. Acts v. 41.

(3.J That mull be a fare and certain

knowledge, and no fancy, whereupon a

man voluntarily and freely doth adven-

ture his foul, when he is flepping in in-

to eternity with this word in his mouth,
' This is all my defireV but fuch a know-
ledge is this, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.

And again, not only may a godly
man come to the fure knowledge of his

gracious flate, but it is more eafily at-

lable than many do apprehend: for,

fuppofing what fhall be afterwards pro-

ved, that a man may know the gracious

rk of God's Spirit in himfelf; if he

will but argue rationally from thence,

he fhall be forced to conclude
reft in Chriil, unlefs he deny clear :

turc-truths. 1 fhall ufe of
one here, becaufe we are to fpc
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&ire<9fly to this afterwards. A godly
man may argue thus, Whofoever receive

Chrifl, are juitly reputed the children of
God, John i. 12. ' But as many as re-

• ceived him, to them gave he power to
1 become the fons of God:' but I have
received Chrifl all the ways which the

word there can import; for I pleafe the

device of falvation by Chrifl, I agree to

the terms, I welcome the offer of Chrifl

in all his offices, as a King to rule over

me, a Priefl to offer and intercede for

me, a Prophet to teach me; I lay out my
heart for him and towards him, refling

on him as I am able : what elfe can be

meant by the wrord receiving? There-

fore may I fay and conclude plainly and
warrantably, I am juflly to reckon my-
feif God's child according to the forefaid

icripture which cannot fail.

The Jecond thing to be premifed, is,

That a man be favingly in covenant with

God, is a matter of highefl importance,
4

it is his life/ Deut. xxxii. 47. And yet

very few have or feek after a faving in-

terefl in the covenant, and many fooliih-

Jy think they have fuch a thing without

any folid ground, Matth. vii. 14. ' Few
1 iind or walk in the narrow way/ TI

ihouid alarm people to be ferkras'-about

the
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the matter, fmce it is of fo great confe-

quence to be in Chrift ; and fince there

be but few that may lay juft claim to

him : and yet many do foolifhly fancy

an intereft in him, who are deceived by
a falfe confidence, as the foolifh virgins

do, Matth. xxv.

The third thing to be premifed, is,

Men muft refolve to be determined by
fcripture in this matter of their intereft

in Chrift. The Spirit fpeaking in the

fcripture, is judge of all controversies, If.

viii. 20. ' To the law and to the tefti-

4 mony ; if they fpeak not according to
1

this word, it is becaufe there is no ligh:

' in them ;' and of this alio, Whether a

man be favingly in covenant with God
or not? Therefore do not mock God
whilft you feem to fearch after fuch a

thing. If we prove from fcripture, wrhich

is the uncontroverted rule, that you are

gracious, and have ftriken covenant fa-

ngly with God, then refolve to grant

much, and to acquiefce in it: and if

the contrary appear, let there be a de-

termination of the controverfy, elfe you
do but mock the Lord, and fo ' your
1 bands lliall be made ftrong,' If. xxviii.

for, ' a jot of his word cannot
I fail/ Matth. v. 18. Therefore feek eye-

falve
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falve from Chrift, to judge of things ac-

cording as the word of God fhall dis-

cover them to be.

C H A P. II.

Reafons why fofew come to the clear know-
ledge of their intereft in Chrijh

f"TP HE fourth thing to be premifed,

Jl is, Although the matter of a man's
intereft in Chrift be of fo great import-
ance, and the way to attain to the know-
ledge of it fo plainly held forth in the

fcriptures; yet there be but few wrho
reach the diftinct knowledge of it. And
that this may not difcourage any perfon

from attempting it, I fhall hint forne

few reafons, why fo few come to the

clear knowledge of it ; which will alfo

prepare the way for wdiat is to be fpoken

afterwards.

The firjl thing which doth hinder

many from the knowledge of their in-

tereft in Chrift, -' is their ignorance of

fome fpecial principles of religion : As,

i. That it was free love in God's bo-

fom, and nothing in man, that moved
him to fend a Saviour to perfect the

work of redemption : John iii. 1 6. ' God
4

fo loved the world, that he gave his

' only
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c only begotten Son/ Men are flill feek-

ing fome ground for that bufinefs in

themfelves, which leads away from fuit-

able and high apprehenfions of the firft

fpring and rife of God's covenant favour

to his people, which hath no reafon,

caufe, or motive in us ; and fo they can-

not come to the knowledge of their in-

tereft.

2. They are ignorant how that love

doth effectually dilcover itfelf to a man's
heart, fo as he hath ground to lay claim

to it, viz. That ordinarily it doth frjl

difcover his broken ftate in himfelf be-

caufe of fin and corruption defiling the

whole man, and any thing in him that

might be called a righteoufnefs, ' all

' thefe things are lofs and dung/ Phil,

iii. 6. 7. 8. zdly, It difcovereth Chrifl

as the full and fatisfying treafure above
all things ;

' The man finds a treafure,
1

for which with joy he felleth all,' &c.
Matth. xiii. 44. 46. $dly

9
It determineth

the heart, and caufeth it to approach
unto a living God in the ordinances,

Pfai. lxv. 4. 'Bleffed is the man whom
thou choofeft, and caufeft to approach

; unto thee, that he may dwell in thv
' courts/ And caufeth the heart to wait

1 him, i\vA him alone, PfaL ixii. 5.
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6 My foul, wait thou only upon God/
Thus having dropped in the feed of God
in the heart, and formed Chrift there,

Gal. iv. 1 9. the heart is changed and
made new in the forefaid work, Ezek.

xxxvi. 26.; and God's law is fo ftamp-
ed upon the heart in that change, Jer.

xxxi. 33. that the whole yoke of Chrift

is commended to the man without ex-

ception, Rom. vii. 12. 16. 'The law is*

acknowledged 'good, holy, juft, and
' fpiritual.' Upon all which, from that

new principle of life, there flow out a6ls

of a new life, Gal. v. 6. ' Faith worketh
' by love/ Rom. vi. 18. 22. and the

man becometh ' a fervant of righteouf-
' nefs, and unto God:' which doth efpe-

cially appear in the fpirituality of wor-

fhip, John iv. 24. Rom. vii. 6. ; men
then ' ferve God in fpirit and truth j and
6
in the newnefs of the fpirit, and not

4 in the oldnefs of the letter ;' and ten-

dernefs in all manner of converfation

;

the man then ' exercifeth himfelf, how
4
to keep a confeience void of offence to-

i ward God, and toward men/ Acts

xxiv. 16. Now, this way doth the love

of God difcover itfelf unto man and
acfteth on him, fo as he hath ground of

laying fome good claim to it; fo as he

may
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may juftly think, that the love which

fent a Saviour, had refpect to fuch a

man as hath found thefe things made
out unto him. Surely ignorance in this

doth hinder many from the knowledge

of their intereft in Chrift ; for if a man
know not how God worketh with a

perfon, fo as he may juftly lay claim to

his love, which was from eternity, he

will wander in the dark, and not come
to the knowledge of an intereft in him.

3. Many are alfo ignorant of this,

That God alone is the hope of his

people: he is called ' the hope of Ifrael/

Jer. xiv. 8. Although inherent qualifi-

cations are evidences of it, yet the flay-

ing of the heart upon him as a full

blefling and fatisfying portion, is faith,

1 Pet. i. 21. 'The faith and hope muft
4 be in God / and the only proper con-

dition which givqth right to the faving

bleflings of the covenant, Rom. iv. 5.
c To him that worketh not, but belie-
4 veth—faith is counted for righteouf-
1

nefs.' Indeed if any perfon take liber-

ty here, and turn grace into wantonnefs,

there is without doubt, in fo far, a

delufion; fince there is ' mercy with
1 him/ upon condition that it conciliate
c

fear to him/ Pfal. exxx. 4. Yea, hardly

can
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can any man, who hath found the fore-

faid expreflions of God s love made put
upon him, make a cloke of the covenant
for finful liberty, without fome meafiire

of a fpiritual conflict ; in this refpecl,
'• he that is born of God, doth not fin;'

and, 'he who doth fb fin, hath not feen
4 God/ i John iii. 6. 9, I fay, God is

the hope of his people, and not their

own holinefs. If they intend honefty,

and long ferioufly to be like unto him,
many failings fhould not weaken their

hope and confidence ; for it is in him
who 'changeth not,' Mai. iii. 6.

% And
if any man finneth, he hath an Advo-

1
cate/ 1 John ii. 1. Now, when men

place their hope in any other thing

befide the Lord, it is no wonder they

be kept in a flaggering condition, ac-

cording to the changes of the thing

which they make the ground of their

hope, fince they give not to God the

glory due to his name, and which he

will not give to another : compare Pfal.

ix. 1 o.
i They who know thy name, will

1 put their truft in thee/ with If. xlii. 8.
C My glory will I not give to another, I

4 am the Lord, that is my name/
4. Many are ignorant of the different

ways and degrees of God's working with

hii*
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his people, and this doth much darken

their knowledge and reflex acts of their

intereft in him. This ignorance doth

run mainly on three heads, i/?, They
are ignorant of the different degrees and
ways of that law-work, which ordina-

rily dealeth with men, and of the dif-

ferent ways how the Lord bringeth

home people at firft to Chrift. They
confider not that the jailor is not kept

an hour in bondage, Acts xvi. Paul is

kept in fufpence three days, Acts ix.

Zaccheus not one moment, Luke xix.

2d(y, They are ignorant of, at leaft thcv

do not confider, how different the de-

grees of falsification are in the faints,

and the honourable appearings thereof

fore men in forne, and the fid ble-

miihing thereof in others. Some are

very blan. dd more free of groi^

outbreaking^, adorning their profeih

uch, as job, Job i. and Zac;

Luke i. ; thefe are laid to be ' perfc^
r
u

,
and ei

evi: vcous before God, watt
in all the cominan

cs of the Lor

grois a

as tSoIomr

F
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tidns of GoAs face, and expreffions

of his prefence. Some do walk much
in the light of God's countenance, and
are much in fenfible fellowship with
him, as David was; others are ' all their
' days kept in bondage through fear of
1
death,' Heb. ii. 15. Surely the igno-

rance of the different ways of God's
working and dealing with his people,

doth very much darken the knowledge
of their intereft in him, whilft they u-

fually flint the Lord to one way of work-
ing, which he doth not keep, as we
have fhewed in the former examples.

The fecond thing which doth darken

men about their intereft in Chrifl, is,

There is one thing or other wherein their

heart, in fome refpedl, doth condemn
them, as dealing deceitfully and guile-

fully with God. It is not to be expect-

ed, that thefe can come to clearnefs a-

bout their intereft, whofe heart doth

condemn them for keeping up fome

known tranfgreffion againft the Lord,

which they will not let go, neither are

ufing the means which they know to be

appointed by God for delivering them
from it : neither can thefe come to clear-

nefs, who know fome pofitive duty com-

manded them in their ftations, which
they
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they deceitfully fliift and fhun, not clo-

fing chearfully with it, or not willing to

be led into it ; thefe are alio, in fome
refpe6t, condemned of their own hearty

as the former fort ; and in that cafe it is

difficult to come to a difiincl knowledge
of their ftate. I John iii. 21. % If cur
' heart condemn us not, then have
1 confidence towards God/ It is fuppo-

fed there, that a felf-condemning fa

maketh void a man's confidence pre

tionally before God.
I do not deny, but that men may, on

good grounds, plead an mterei:

Chrift, in the cafe of prevailing iniq

Pfal. lxv. 3. ' Iniquities prevail againfl

me; as for our tranfgreflions, thou
fhalt purge them away.' Rom. vii.

23. 24. 25. ' I fee another law in my
members, warring againft the law of
my mind, and bringing me into cap-
tivity to the law of fin, which is in my
members. O wretched man that I

am, who fhall deliver me from the
body of this death ! I thank Gq:\
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. So then,
with the mind I myfclf fervc the I

of God; but with the flefh the law of
fin/ But it is hard to be attained, if at

1 attainable, when the heart is d<

F 2
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deceitfully, and entertaining known
guile in a particular : therefore let people

clear themfelves of the particular which
they know too well. It is the thing

which doth meet them, marring their

confidence arid accefs in all their ap-

proaches unto God; fee Judg. x. 10.

—

13. the idolatries of the people are cafh

up to them by the Lord, and their fuit

rejected thereupon. That which draw-
cth away the heart firft in the morning,
and lad at night, like ' an oven heated

\ at night, and it burneth as a flaming
' fire in the morning/ fpoken of the

wicked, Hof. vii. 6. and taketh up their

thoughts often on their bed, as it is

laid of fome, Pfal. xxxvi. 4. He devi-

feth mifchief upon his bed/ &c. ;

that which doth lead away the heart

2:1 time of religious duty ordinarily, and
the remembrance of which hath power
to enliven and quicken the fpirits, more
than the remembrance of God, fo as
4

their heart is after the heart of fome
6

deteftable thing/ Ezek. xi. 21.; that

which withftandeth men when they

would gripe the promife, as God cafteth

up mens fins to them who are meddling

with his covenant, Pfal.!. 16. 17. ' What
' haft thou to do to declare my ftatutes,
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1 or that thou fhouldft take my cove-
1 nant in thy mouth/ &c. ? that is the"

thing which doth mar the knowledge of

a gracious flate ; let it go, and it will

be more eafy to reach the knowledge

an intereft in Chrift.

The third thing which hindereth I

knowledge of an intereft in Chrift, is a

fpirit of iloth, and carelefs negligence in

many: they complain that they know
not whether they be in Chrift or not:

but, as few take pains to be in him ; fo

few take pains to try if they be in him.

It is a work and bufinefs which cannot

be done fleeping, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. V I

4 mine yourfelves, whether ye be in the
(

faith; prove your ownfelves : know ve
1 not your ownfeives I

9

&c. The feveral

words ufed there, viz. Examine, pro

riVy—fay that there is a labour in it.

Diligence muft be ufed to make our
calling and election fure, 2 Pet. i. 10.

It is a bufinefs above flefh and blood;
the holy anointing, which teachcth

things, 1 John ii. 20. 27. mufc
us know the things freely given us
God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. Shall the Lord i

part a bufinefs of fo great con,
and not fo muc
to do it for men: Ezek. xxxvi, 37.

F
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Be aihamed, you who fpend fo much
time in reading of romances, in adorning
your perfons, in hawking and hunting,
in confulting the law anent your outward
flate in the world, and it may be in.

worfe things than thefe: be aihamed that

you fpend fo little time in the fearch of
this, Whether ye be an heir of glory or

not; whether you be in the way that lead-

eth to heaven, or that way which will

land you in darknefs for even You who
ige this below you, and unworthy of
ur pains, any part or minute of your

time ; it is like, in God's account, you
have judged y,ourfelves ' unworthy of
'. everlafting life/ fo-as you ihall have
no lot with God's people in this matter.

The fourth thing that doth darken the

.edge of an intereft in Chrift:, is,

Men do not condefcend upon what would
tisfy them; they complain that God
11 not {hew unto them what he is a-

ut to do with them ; but cannot yet

they know what would fatisfy anent

; purpofe. This is a fad thing. Shall

we think thefe are fericus who have ne-

ver, as yet, pitched on what would fa-

them, nor are ma arnefl in-

aftc; wh^t fhould Satisfy? If tfc

I had left us in the dark in that

matter.



fittereft m Christ. 6j

matter, we were lefs inexcufabij: but

fince the grounds of fatisfaction, and tb

true marks of an intereft in Chrift, are

fo clear and frequent in fcripture, and
fo ' many things written, t:iat our joy
' may be full/ I John i. 14. and i

that
1 thofc who believe may know that they
6 have eternal life/ 1 John v. 13. and
fince ' he that believeth hath a wkncfs
1 of it in himfelf/ 1 John v. 10. none
can pretend excufe here. We may not

here infill: to (hew what may and ihoi.:

fatisfy anent our intereft, fince we are to

fpeak directly to it afterwards.

The fifth thing that ^elpcth much to

keep men in the dark anent their intereft

in Chrift, is, They pitch upon ibme rnu-

ble grounds, which are not fo appofite

proofs of the truth of an i:.

Chrift, as of the comfortable itate of a

triumphing foul failing before the j

ks, which 1 gr;

in thcmfelves, and do make c;

reft clearly where th

Kich, as without whicli an i

drift may be, and be kn.

good mi. mail to

tiu.

..ink that a\]

intereft \\ ;ng

pov



68 The Trial of a fatong

power of every fin. But this is contra-

ry to that of Pfal. lxv. 3. ' Iniquities
' prevail againft me ; as for our tranf-
1

greffions, thou fhalt purge them away y

where we find that holy man laying

juft claim to pardon, in the cafe of pre-

vailing iniquity: and that of Rom. vii.

23. 24. 25. where Paul thanketh God
through Chrift, as freed from the con-

demnation of the law, even whilft a law
in his members leadeth captive unto fin.

2. Some think that all true faints have
conftantly accefs unto God in prayer,

and fenfible returns of prayer at all

times. But this is contrary to the many
fad exercifes of his people, complaining

often that they are not heard nor regard-

ed of God, Pfal. xiii. 1. ' How long wilt
' thou forget me, O Lord, for ever ?

f
how long wilt thou hide thy face from

* me?' Pfal. xxii. 1.2.' My God, my
1 God, why haft thou forfaken me?
' why art thou fo far from helping me,
' and from the words of my roring ? O
6 my God, I cry in the day-time, but
' thou hearefl not; and in the night-
1 feafon, and am not filent.'

3. Some think that all who have any

true interefh in him, have God witneffc

ing the fame unto them by a high ope-

ration
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ration of that witneffing Spirit of his

fpoken of Rom. viii. 16. ' The Spirit it-

4

ielf beareth witnefs with our fpirit,
i

that we are the children of God/
whereof afterwards: and fo they fiill

fufpedt their own intereft in Chrift, be-

caufe of the want of this. But they do
not remember that they mufl iirft believe,

and give credit to that record, which
God hath given of the Son, that there

is life enough in him for men, 1 John
v. ic. 11. and then look for the feal

and witnefs of the Spirit, Eph. i. 13.
' In whom after ye believed, ye were
1

fealed with the holy Spirit of pro-

! mife,' &c* As long as people hold faft

thefe principles and the like, they can
hardly come to the knowledge of iheir

gracious ftate, which God hath warrant-

ed people to prove and p to them-
felves, otherwife than by thefe forefaid

things.

C H A P. III.

Chnjl

THE e premifi .

.

rnoyal

[\y run them-

feh
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felves, when we are about to prove their

intereft in Chrift.

As, I. It is a miftake to think, that

every one who is in Chrift, doth know
that he is in him ; for many are truly gra-

cious, and have a good title to eternal

life, who do not know fo much, until it

be made out afterwards, i John v. 13,
i Thefe things are written to believers,

*• that they may know they have a true
1

title to eternal life / that is, that they

may know they are believers, and fo it

is fuppofed they knew it not before.

2. It is a miftake to think, that all

who come to the knowledge of their in-

tereft in Chrift, do attain an equal cer-

tainty about the fame : one may fay,
i He is perfuaded nothing prefent or to
1 come can feparate him from the love

? of God/ Rom. viii. 38.; another Co-

meth but this length, ' I believe, help
i my unbelief/ Mark ix. 24.

3. It is a miftake to think, that every

one wTho attaineth a ftrong perfuafion of

his intereft, doth always hold there ; for

he who to-day may fay of the Lord,
4 He is his refuge/ Pfal. xci. 2. and ' his
c portion/ Pfal. cxix. 57. will at ano-

ther time fay, ' He is cut off*' Pfal. xxxi.

22. and will afk, if the truth of God's

promife
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promife doth fail for evermore? PfaL

lxxvii. 7. 8. 9.

4. It is alfo a miftake to think, that

every one who doth attain a good know-
ledge of their gracious ftate, can formal-

ly anfwer all objections made to the con-

trary ; but yet they may hold faft the

conclufion, and fay,
4

I know whom I

1 have believed/ 2 Tim. i. 12. There be

few grounds of the Chriftian religion,

whereof many people are fo perfuaded,

as that they are able to maintain them
formally againft all arguments brought

to the contrary, and yet they may and
will hold the conclufion ftedfaftly and
juftly: fo it is in this cafe in hand.

5. It is no lefs a miftake to imagine,

that the vain, groundlefs confidence,

which many profane ignorant Atheifts

do maintain, is this knowledge of an
intereft in Chrilt, which we plead for

;

many do falfely avow him to be their

Father, John viii. 41. and many look

for heaven, who will be beguiled with

thofe foolilh virgins, Match, xxv. ]2.

Yet we muft not think becaufe of this,

that all knowledge of an intereft is a de-

lufion and fancy, although thef: fools

be deceived ; for whillt thou arc

deluded, fome can fay on good and fo*

lid
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lid grounds, c We know that we are of
i -God, and that the whole world lieth
1
in wickednefs,' i John v. i 9.

CHAP. IV.

The ix'ays by which the Lord drawethfome
to Chrijl without a fenfble preparatory

law-work* •

HAving premifed thefe things, it

now followeth that we give fome
marks by which a man may know if he
be favingly in covenant with God, and
hath a fpecial interefl in Chrifl, io as he
may warrantably lay claim to God's fa-

vour and falvation. We lhall only pitch

upon two great and principal marks,

not willing to trouble people with ma-
ny.

But before we fall upon thefe, we will

fpeak of a preparatory work of the law,

whereof the Lord doth ordinarily make
ufe to prepare his own way in mens
fouls. This may have its own weight,

as a mark with fome perfons. It is call-

ed, The work of the law, or, the work
of humiliation. It hath fome propor-

tion to that ' fpirit of bondage/ Rom.
viii. 15. and doth now under the

New Teftament anfwer unto it, and u-

faally
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dually leadeth on to the ' fpirit of adop-
1 tion/

Only here let it be remembered.

(1.) That we are not to fpeak of this

preparatory work of the law, as a ne-

gative mark of a true intereft'in Chrifr,

as if none might lay claim to God's fa-

vour, who hath not had this preparato-

ry work in the feveral fteps of it, as we
are to fpeak of it; for, as we lhall hear,

the Lord doth not always keep that path

with men. (2.) The great reafon why
we fpeak of it, is, Becaufe the Lord deal-

eth with many, whom he doth effectual-

ly call, by fome fiic-h preparatory work:
and to thoie, who have been fo dealt

:h, it may prove ftrengthening, and
ill confirm them in laying the more
ight on the ma lich folic-

(3.) It help to ea *e others,

who are under fuch b

as a good prcgnoftic rk
to follow: foi .11-

te it, it will be rarely found to mile
I of agracious iffue. ;.•

Go h fuch a p he
doth not keep On in it,

as we lhall hear.

For the more d handling of
this preparatory
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hint the mofl ordinary ways, by which
the Lord leadeth people in unto the co-

venant favingly, and draweth them un-
to Chrift.

FirJIy There are fome called from the

womb, as John the Baptift was, Luke i.

41. 44. or in their very young years, be-

fore they can be deeply engaged actively

in Satan's ways, as Timothy, 2 Tim. iii.

ij. It cannot be fuppofed that thofe

have fuch a preparatory work as we are

to fpeak of. And becaufe fome perfons

may pretend to this way of effectual

calling, we offer thefe marks of it,

whereby thofe who have been fo called

may be confirmed.

1. Such ufe from their childhood to

be kept free of ordinary pollutions,

wherewith children ufually are defiled
;

as fwearing, lying, mocking of religion

and religious perfons, &t\ Thofe whom
God calleth effectually, he fandtifieth

fcbrem from the time of that effectual

calling :
' Sin cannot have dominion o-

' ver them/ as over others, ' becaufe
1 they are under grace,' Rom. vL 14.

2. Religion is, as it were, natural to

them ; I mean, they need not be much
preffed to religious duties, even when
they are but children ; they run willing-

ly
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ly that way, becaufe there is vara

principle of love conftraining them,

2 Cor. v. 14. fo as they yield elves*

ants of oufhefs, without

Ward conftraint, Rom. vi. I .

#^3. Alt] fuch ka

were firft acquainted with God,
3

have afterward 1 exercifes- of fpiric

befalling, as the i
,
of

who, 1 wt hearf not, do
(peak of.

r

i

1 then,

are admitted tc

n: their heart is a their

broken up by the o _ccs, as is faid

ofLydia, Acts xvi. 14. And ordinari-

ly they do remember, when fome fpe-

cial bit of religion and duty, or when
fome fin, of which they were not ta'-

notice before, was discovered to them.
They who can apply thefe things to

themfelves, have much to fay for their

Jtual calling from their yor
Secondly, home are brought in to

ift in a fovereign gofpel-way, v
the Lord, by fome few words of

ty law-work, 1

rifoner at the

he did Zaccheus, Like xix. a ; iers,

. by Chrift,

G 2 Lea
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leave all and follow him ; and wc hear
no noife of a law-work dealing with
them before they clofe with Chrift Je-
fus.

And becaufe fome may pretend to this

way of calling, we lhall touch fome
things mod remarkable in that tranfac-

tion with Zaccheus, for their clearing

and confirmation, (i.) He had fome
defife to fee Chrift, and fuch a defire,

as made him wave tha: which fome
would have judged prudence and difcre-

tion, whilft he climbeth up upon a tree

that he might fee him. (2.) Chrift fpake

to his heart, and that word took fuch

hold upon him, that prefently with joy
he did accept of ChrilVs offer, and clo-

feth with Chrift as Lord, whilft few of

any note were following him. (3.) Up-
on this his heart doth open to the poor,

although, it feems, he was a covetous

man before. (4.) He hath a due im-

preffion of his former ways, evidencing

his refpecl to Mofes his law, and this

he doth fignify before all the company
then prefent, not caring to fhame him-
felf in fuch things as probably were no-

tour to the world. (5.) Upon all thefe

things, Chrift confirmeth and ratifieth

the bargain by his- word; recommend-



hi Ci

y to him that (

:ch behoved to be betvs

the faints, and the thoughts of his own
loft condition, if Chrift had not coe

and fought him, and found him: all

.

which are clear, Luke xix. 3.— 10.

We grant the Lord calleJi fome fo,

.

and if any can lay claim to the fpecial

things we have now hinted, they have a

good confirmation of God's dealing

them, from that fcripture ;. neither a

they to vex themfelves becaufe of the

want of a diftincl preparatory law-work,

if their heart hath yielded unto Chril

for a law-work is not definable, except

for this end. Therefore Chrift doth of-

fer himfelf directly in the fcripture, and
people are invited to come to him: and
alth many will not come to hi.

is the Cautioner, until the Spirit of

adage diflxefe

yet if e of their

loft eflate, would flee and yield to C
ae nodgj

work upon them.
As for liom Chrift per:

a word
.

his I

ed

G ov
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own fulnefs and excellency to them, as

made them quit all, and run after him:
and if he do lb to any, we crave no more,
fmce there is room enough there for the

Phyfician.

So that from all this, a? fome may be
confirmed and ftrengthened, with whom.
God hath fo dealt ; fo there is no ground
nor occafion for deluded fouls to flatter

themfelves in their condition, who re-

main ignorant and fenfelefs of their

own miferies and Chrift's allfufficiency,

and hold faft deceit.

"Thirdly , There are fome brought in to

Chrift in a way yet more declarative of

his free grace ; and this is, when he ef-

fectually calleth men at the hour of

death. * We find fomewhat recorded of

this w^ay in that pregnant example of the

thief on the crpfs, Luke xxiii. 39. 43.

Although this feems not very pertinent

for the purpofe in hand ;
yet we fhall

fpeak a little of it, that on the one hand
men may be fparing to judge and pafs

fentence upon either themfelves or other?,

before the laft gafp. And we fhall fo

circumftantiate it, that on the other

hand none may dare to delay fo great a

bufinefs to the laft hour of theii'life.

We find theft things remarkable in

that
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that bufinefs between Chrift and the

thief. (1.) The man falleth at odds

with his former companion. (2.) He
dareth not fpeak a wrong word of God,
wdiofe hand is on him, but juftifieth

him in all that is befallen him. (3.) He
now feeth Jeihs Chrift perfecuted by the

world, without a caufe, and moil in-

jurioufly. (4.) He difcovereth Chrift

to be a Lord and a King, whilft ene-

mies feem to have him at under. (5.) He
believeth a being of glory after dc

fo really, that he preferreth a portion of

it to the prefent fafety of his bodily life,

which he knew Chrift was able to grant

to him at that time, and he might have

chofen that with the other thief. (6.) Al-

though he was much abafed in himfelf,

and fo humbled, that he pleaded but
that Chrift would remember him, yet

he was nobly daring to throw himfelf

upon the covenant, on life and death

;

he had fo much faith of ChrifVs all-

fufllciency, that he judged a fimple re-

membrance from Chrift, would fati

ingly do his bufinefs. (7.), He acquies-

ced fweetly 'in the word which Chrift

:e to him, for the ground of his

comfort. All which are very clear in

the cafe of that poor dying man,
do
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do prove a very real work of God upon
liis heart.

As this example may encourage fome
to wait for good from God, who can-

not as yet lay clear claim to any gra-

cious work of his Spirit; fo we obteft all,

as they love their fouls, not to delay

their foul-bulinefs, hoping for fuch a cafl

of Chrift's hand in end, as too many
do ; this being a rare miracle of mer-
cy, with the glory whereof Chrift did

honourably triumph over the ignominy
of his crofs ; a parallel of which we fhalL

hardly find in all the fcripture bciide.

Yea, as there be but few at all faved,

Matth. xx. i/r. ' Many be called, but
4 few chofen ;' and mofl few faved •

this way : fo the Lord hath peremptori- -

\y threatened to laugh at the calamity,

and not to hear the cry of fuch as mock-
ed formerly at his reproof, and would
not hear when he called to theriS, Prow
i. 24. 25. 26. ' Eecaufe I have called,

and ye refufed, I have ftretched out

my hand, and no man regarded ; but
ye have let at nought all my counfel,

and would none of my reproof: I al-

io will laugh at your calamity, I will

mock when your fear cometh.' Which
fcripture^ although it doth not Ihut

mercy's -
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mercy's door upon any, who at the

hour of death do fincerely judge them-
felves, and tlee to Chrifl, as this peni-

tent thief did ;
yet it is certain, it im-

plieth that very few, who lit the offer

until then, are honoured with repent-

ance as he was ; and ib their cry, as not

being lincere and of the right ftamp,

fhall' not be heard.

CHAP. V.

The work of the lazu by 'which the Lord
prepares his ivay into mens fouls ; ivhich

is either more violent andfudden^ or more

calm and gradual.

TH Efourth and moil ordinary way,
by which many are brought in to

Chrift, is by a clear and discernible

work of the law, and humiliation,

which we ordinarily call 'the Spirit of
4 bondage,' as was hinted before. We
do not mean that every one, whole con-

fcience is wakened with fin and ft

of wrath, doth really clofe with Chriil;

the contrary doth appear in Cain, Saul,

Judas, &c. But there is a conviction

of fin, a wakening of confeience, and
rk of humiliation, which, as we (hall

circumfbindate it, doth rarely m
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ry or fail of a gracious iffue, but ordi-

narily doth refolve into the ' Spirit of a-
4

doption,' and a gracious work of God's
Spirit. And becaufe the Lord dealeth

with many linners this way, and we
find that many are much puzzled about
the giving judgment of this law-work*
we fhall fpeak of it particularly.

This work is either more violent and
fuddenly expede, or it is more fober ?.nd

lent, protracted through a greater length

of time, and fo as the fteps of it are

very difcernible. It is mere violent in

fome, as in the jailor, Paul, and fome
other converts in the book of the Acts

of the apoitles, on wThom Chrift did

break in at an inflant, and fell on them
as with fire and fword, and led them,

captive terribly ; and becaufe fome great

legal fhakings are deceitful, and turn

to nothing, if not worfe, w^e fhall point

at fome things remarkable in thefe con-

verts fpoken of before, which did prove

the work of the law on them, to have had
a gracious ifTue and refult. (r.) Some
word of truth or difpenfation, putteth

the perfon to a dreadful (land, with a

great ftir in the foul : fome are prick-

ed in heart, Acts ii. 37.; fome fall on
trembling, Acts xvi. 20. And this is

filch:
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fuch a ftir, that the perfon is brought

to his wits end: ' What wilt thou have
' me to do?' faith Paul, A6ls ix. 6.
6 What muft I do to be faved V faith the

jailor, Adls xvi. 30. (2.) The perfon

is content to have falvation and God's

friendfhip on any terms, as the que-

ftions do import, ' What fhall I do?' as

if he had faid, What would I not do ?

what wrould I not forego ? what wrould I

not undergo? (3.) The perfon accept-

eth the condition offered by Chrift and
his fervants, as is clear in the forecited

fcriptures. (4.) The perfon prefently

becometh of one intereft with the faints,

joining himfelf with that perfecuted fo-

ciety, putting refpedl on thofe whom he
had formerly perfecuted, joining and
continuing with them in the profeflion

of Chrift on all hazards. Thofe with
whom the Lord hath fo dealt, have much
to fay for a gracious work of God's Spi-

rit in them; and it is like, many of them
can date their work from fuch a particu-

lar time and word, or difpenfation, and
can give fome account of what

|

between God and them, and of a fenii-

ble change following in them from that

time forward ; as Paul givcth a good ac-

count
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count of the work and way ofGod with
him afterwards, Adts xxii.

Again, the Lord fometimes carrieth

on this work more calmly, foftly, and
lently, protracting it fo, as the feveral

fteps of mens exercife under it are very
difcernible. It would draw a great length

to enlarge every ftep of it; we fhall

touch the moft obferva"ble things in it.

1. The Lord layeth fiege to men, who,
it may be, have often refufed to yield to

him, offering himfelf in the ordinances;

and by fome word preached, read, or

borne in on the mind, or by fome pro-

vidence leading in unto the word, he
doth affault the houfe kept peaceably

by the ftrong man the devil, and thus

Chrift, who is the ftronger man, Co-

meth upon him, Luke xi. 22. and, by
the Spirit of truth, doth faften the zvord

on the man, in which God's curfe is

denounced againil fuch and fuch fins,

•whereofthe man knoweth himfelf guilty.

The Spirit convinceth the man, and
bindeth it upon him, that he is the fame
perfon againft whom the word of God
doth fpeak, becaufe he is guiky of fach

fins ; and from fome fins the man is led

on to fee more, until ordinarily he come
to fee the fins of his youth, fins of o-

mifTion,
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million, &c* Yea, he is led on until

he fee himfelf guilty almoft of the breach

of the whole law; he feeth ' innume-
' rable evils comparing him/ as David

fpeaketh in a fit of exercife, Pfal. xl. 12.

A man fometimes will fee ugly fights

of fin in this cafe, and is iharp-fighted

to reckon a fibnefs to every fin almoft.

Thus ' the Spirit convinceth of fin/

John xvi. 8.

2. The Lord Ihaketh a fpecial ftrong-

hold in the garrifon, a refuge of lies, to

which the man betaketh himfelf when
his fins are thus difcovered to him. The
poor man pretendeth to faith in Chrift,

whereby he thinks his burden is taken

off him, as the Pharifees faid, John viii.

41. ' We have one Father, even God/
They pretend to a fpecial relation to God
as a common Lord. The Spirit of Cod
beats the man from this by the truth of
the fcripturcs, proving that he hath no
true faith, and fo no intereft in Chriil,

nor any true faving grace ; fhowing clear

differences between true grace, and
counterfeit fancies which the man hath
in him ; and between him and the truly

godly, as Chriil laboureth to do to t

in John viii. 42. 44. ' If C od were
j

' Father, ye would love me. Ye are of
II < the
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' the devil, for ye do the lufts of fuch a
c father/ So,

4

fear furpriieth the hy-
pocrite ia heart/ If. xxxiii. 14. elpe-

cially when the Lord difcovereth to him
conditions in many of thefe promifes,

wherein he trufted moft, not eafily at-

tainable ; he now feeth grace and faith

another thing than once he judged them
to be. We may, in feme refpect, apply
that word here, ' The Spirit convinceth
4 him of fin, becaufe he hath not belie-
c vedon the Son/ he is particularly con-

:d of unbelief, John xvi. 9. He
1 now a huge diftance between him-

felr and the godly, who he thought oe-

fore outftripped hiifi only in fome unne-

cellary, proud, hateful precifenefs ; he

now feeth himfelf deluded and in the

broad way with the perilling multitude;

and fo, in this fight of his mifery, couch-

eth down under his own burden, which,

before this time, he thought Chrift did

bear for him ; he now beginneth to fcare

at the promifes, becaufe of that and fuch

t words, ' What haft thou to do to

' take my covenant in thy mouth/ &c. ?

. 1. 16.

3. The man becometh careful about

his falvation, and beginneth to take it

to heart, as the one thing neceffary ; he
is
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is brought to this with the jailor, A-Jts

xvi. 30. ' What fliall I do to be favedi!

His ialvation becometh the leading thii

with him: it was leaft in his thot

before, but now it prevaileth, and ou.

things are much mifregarded by hi:

Since his foul is ready to peri

{hall it profit him to gain t

he Iofe his foul: Matth. xvi. 26. Some
here are much puzzled with the the

of an irrevoc . eree to the u-

dice, and with the fears of uncertain

death, which may attach them before

they get matters put to a point; and
fome are vexed with apprehenfions, that

they are guilty of the {in againft the

Holy Ghoft, which is unpardonable,

and fo are driven a dangerous length,

Satan flill calling up to them mai
examples of people, who have dolefully

put an end to their own exercife: but
they are in the hand of one, who know-
eth how to fuccour them that are tempt-
ed, Heb. ii. 1 8.

4. When a man is thus in hazard of
mi Lord ufeth a work of

\

venting mercy towards him, quietly and
under hand fupporting him ; and this is

by be; 1 upon his mind the po.

fakat'oa, le id nj the man
H 2 ro
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to Cue remembrance of pregnant proofs

of God's free and rich grace, pardoning
grofs tranfgreffions, fuch as Manaffeh,
who was a bloody idolatrous man, and
had Correfpondence with the devil, and
yet obtained mercy, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12.

13. and other fcriptures bearing offers

of grace and favour indifferently to all

who will yield toChrift, whatfoever they

have been formerly; fo as the man is

brought again to this, ' What (hall I do
1

to be faved?' which doth fuppofe, that

he apprehendeth a poffibility of being

faved, elfe he would not propound the

queftion. He applieth that or the like

word to himfelf, ' It may be, ye fhall

' be hid in the day of the Lord's anger/

Zeph. ii. 3. He findetli nothing exclu-

ding him from mercy now, if he have a

heart for the thing. Although here, it

may be, the man doth not perceive, that

it is the Lord who upholdeth, yet after-

wards he can tell, That c when his foot
' was flipping, God's mercy held him
8 up;' as Pfal. xciv. 17. 18. the pfalmift

fpeaketh in another cafe. And he will

afterwards fay, When he ' was as a

* beaft, and a fool/ in many refpedls,

' God held him by the hand/ PfaL

lxxiii. 22. 23.

c. Aftec
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5*. After this difcovery of a pofTibility

to be feved, there is a work of defire

quickened in the foul ; which is clear in

that fame exp:\,ffion, ' What (hall I do
1

to be laved?' But fometimes this defire

is airted amifs, whilft it goeth out thus,
' What fhall I do that I may work the
; works of God?' John vi. 28. In which
cafe, the man formerly perplexed with

fear and care about his falvation, would
be at ibme work of his own to extricate

himfelf : and here he fudclenly refol

to do all that is commanded, and to

forego every evil way, (yet much n

kenning Chrift Jefus), and fo beginnetli

to take fome courage to hitafelf ag
1

eftabliihing his own righteoufnefs, but
* not fubmitting unto the righteoufnefs,
1 of God/ Rom, x. 3 Whereupon
Lord maketh a new afliult on him, in-

tending the difcovery of his abfolr

broken ftate in himfelf, that fo ro

may be made for the Caution

fofhua did to the people, when he fo

them fo bold in their ui

. 18. 19. ' You cannot
' Lord/ faith he, ' for he is a hoi) (

a jealous God, . [nthisnev* ...

I /j\x\, (l.).l

the fpirituality of the law ; the com-
H 3 man
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mandment cometh with a new charge
in the fpiritual meaning of it, Rom. vii.

9.
c The law came/ faith Paul, viz. in

the fpiritual meaning c\ it; Paul had
never feen fuch a fight of the law before.

(2.) God mofl holily doth loofe the re-

{training bonds, which he had laid up-
on the man's corruption, and fuffereth

it not only to boil and fwell within, but
to threaten to break out in all the out-

ward members. Thus fin groweth bold,

and kicketh at the law, becoming ex-

ceeding finful, Rom. vii. 8. 9. ' But fin

taking occafion by the commandment,
wrought in me all manner of concu-

pifcence. For without the law fin was
dead. For I was alive without the law

once: but when the commandment
came, fin revived, and I died. verf.

13. Was then that which is good,

made death unto me? God- forbid.

But fin, that it might appear fin,

working death in me by that which

is good ; that fin by the command-
ment might become exceeding finful/

(3.) The Lord doth difcover to the man,

more now than ever before, the unclean-

nefs of his righteoufnefs, and what fpots

are in his beft things. Thefe things kill

the man, and he dieth in his own conceit,

Rom.
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Rom. vii. 9. and defpaireth of relief hi

himfelf, if it come not from another airth.

6. After many lipg and downs here,

ordinarily, the man refolveth fome re-

tirement; he ^deiireth to be alone, he

cannot keep company as before; like

thofe who in a beiieged city, when they

fee they cannot hold out, and would be
glad of any good condition from the be-

fieging enemy, they go to a council, that

they may refolve fomewhat. vSo the man
here retireth, that he may fpeak with

himfelf. This is like that communing
with our own heart, Pfal. iv. 4. Thus
God leadeth to the wildernefs, that he

may fpeak to the heart-, Hof. ii. 14. When
the perfon is retired, the thoughts of

heart, which were fcattered in former

fteps of the exercife, do more obfervably

throng in here. We ihall reduce them
into this method. (1 .) The man thinks

of his unhappy folly, in bearing arms
againfl God; and here there be la:

thoughts of fori:: s, with a bluih-
r countenance, and felf-lothing, Ez

. 3F. ' Then ihall ye remember
4 your own evil ways, and your doir
' that were not good, and lhall iothe
' yourfelves in your own light,'

like that of Pfal. Ii. 3. ' His i *er
' be
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1 before him/ (2.) Then he remember-
eth how fair opportunities- of yielding

to God he hath bafely loll ; his Spirit is

like to faint when lie remembereth that,

as is faid in another cafe, Pfal. xlii, 4. 5.

6. F When I remember thefe things, I
4 pour out my foul in me.—Why art
6 thou call: down, O my foul? why art
1 thou difquieted in me?-—O my God,
1 my foul is caft down within me/*

—

(3.) He now thinks of many Christians;

whom he mocked and defpifed in his

heart, perfuading himfelfnow that they

are happy, as having chofen the better

part; he thinks of the condition of thofe

who wilt on Chrift, as the queen of
Sheba did of Solomon's fervants: ' Hap-
' py are thy fervants,' faith fhe, ? who
' ftand continually before thee, and that

t hear thy wifSom,' 1 Kings x. S. ' ElefT-

' ed are they that dwell in thy hcufe,' &c.
Pfal. lxxxiv. 4. He wifheth to be one of

the meaneft who have any relation to

God, as the prodigal fon doth fpeak, lie

would be as one of the
1

Father's hired fer-

vants, Luke xv. 17. 19. (4.) Then he

calleth to mind the good report that

gone abroad of God, according to that

teftimony, Jonah iv. 2. the prophet

knew that God was c

a gracious God and
' merciful,



Intereft in Christ. 93

c merciful, flow to anger, and of great
1 kindnefs/ &c. The free and large pro-

mifes and offers of grace come in here

;

and the glorious practices which have

paffed upon finners of all forts, according

to the fame of God in fcripture. (5.) He
thinks with himfelf, Why hath God fpa-

red me fo long: and why have I got

fiach a fight of my fin ? and why hath

he kept me from breaking prifon at my
own hand, in choofing fome unhappy
outgate? why hath he made this ftrange

change on me: It may be it is in his

heart to do me good : O that it may be

fo!—Although all thefe thoughts be not

in the preparatory work of every one,

yet they are with many, and very pro-

mifing where they are.

7. Upon all thefe thoughts and me-
ditations the man more icriouily than
ever before, refolvcth to pray, and to

make fome efiay with God, upon life

and death; he concludeth, ' it can be
1 no worle with him ; for if he fit flill,

\ he periiheth/ as the lepers fpeak,

2 Kings vii. 3. 4. He confidcreth, with
the pinched prodigal fon, that ' there is
1 bread enough in the Father's hoi
' and to . whilit he
4

want:' io he goeth to

know
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knoweth not what elfe to make of his

.condition, as the prodigal fon doth,

Luke xv. 17. 18. And, it may be, here

he refolveth what to fpeak ; but readily

things do vary when he is fifted before

God, as the prodigal fon forgot fome
of his premeditated prayers, Luke xv. 18.

19. 21. ' I will arife, and go to my fa-

' ther, and will fay unto him, Father,
' I have finned againft Heaven, and be-
6
fore thee, and am no more worthy to

6 be called thy fon: make me as one of
1 thy hired fervants. And he arofe, and

• came unto his father, and faid unto
4 him, Father, I have finned againft

Heaven, and in thy fight, and am no
i more worthy to be called thy fon/

And now, when he cometh before

God, more obfervably than ever before,

(1.) He beginneth with the publican

afar off, Luke xviii. 13. with many
through-ccnfeffions and felf-condemn-

ings, whereof he is very liberal, as Luke
xv. 21. ' I have finned againft He v n,

* and before thee, and am no more wor-
' thy/ 6~t. (2 ) Now begin his thoughts

anent the hearing of his prayer, whkh
he was not wont to queftion much ; he

now knows what thofe expreiTions of the

faints, anent the hearing of their prayers,

do
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do import. (3.) It is obfervable in this

addrefs, that there are many broken
fentences, like that of Pfal. -vi. 3. ' But
' thou, O Lord, how long:' fupplied

with fighs and groanings wMeh cannot

be uttered, Rom. viii. 26. and greedy

looking upward, thereby {peaking more
than can be well expreffed by words.

(4.) Tiure be ordinarily fome interrup-

tions, and, as it were, diverfions, t

man fpeaking fometimes to the enem
fometimes to his own heart, fometin:

to the multitude in the world, as Da-
vid doth in other cafes, Pfal. ix. 6. ' O
' thou enemy, deftructions are come to
' a perpetual end.' Pfal. xlii. 5. ' Why
' art thou caft down, O my foul, and
1 why art thou difquieted in mer hjpc
4 thou in God, for I fhall yet praife
' him for the help of his countenance/
Pfal. iv. 2. ' O ye fons of men, how
1 long will ye turn my glory into
4

ihaine?' (5*.) It is obfervable here,

that fometimes the man will halt and
be filent to hear fome indiftinct whifper-

;
of a joyful found glancing oil the

mini, or fome news in fome broken
>rd of fcripture, which, it may be, t

man fcarcely knoweth to be fcriptu.

or whether it is come from God, or
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tan to delude him
; yet this he hath re-

folved, only to ' hear what God the
1 Lord will fpeak,' as upon another 00
cafion, Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. (6.) More di-

ftincl prouiifes come into the man's
mind, whereupon he efTayeth to lay

hold, but is beatten off with objections,

as in another cafe the pfalmifl is, Pfal.

xxii. 3. 6. ' But thou art holy. But I

4 am a worm/ Now it is about the

dawning of the day with the man, and
faith will ftir aflbon as the Lord impart-

eth the joyful found, Pfal. lxxxix. 15.

This is the fubftance of the covenant,

which may be fhortly fummed up in

thefe words, ' Chrifl Jefus is my beloved
6 Son, in whom I am well pleafed; hear
6 ye him.'

We can fpeak no further of the mans
exercife, as a preparatory work; for,

what followeth is more than preparato-

ry. Yet that the exercife may appear

complete and full, we fhall add here,

That after all thefe things, the Lord, it

may be, after many anfwers of divers

forts, mightily conveyeth the found of

his covenant into the heart, and deter-

mined! the heart to clofe with it ; and

God now draweth fo to Chrift, John vi.

44. and fo fhapeth out the heart for him,

that
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that the conception cannot mifcarry;

for now the heart is fo in breadth and
length for him, as that lefs cannot fatif-

fy, and more is not deiired, like that of

Pfal. lxxiii. 25. ' Whom have I in hea-
* ven but thee ? or whom have I deiired
1 on earth befide thee V The foul now
refolveth to die, if he command fo, yet

at his door, and facing to him-wards.

We have drawn this preparatory work
to fome length, not tying any man to

fuch a work fo circumftantiated, only,

we fay, the Lord dealeth fo with fome;
and where he fo convinceth of fin, cor-

ruption, and felf-emptinefs, and maketh
a man take falvation to heart, as the

one thing neceflary ; and fetteth him on
work in the ufe of the means which God
hath appointed for relief; I fay, fuch a

work rarely fhall be found to fail of a

good illue and gracious refalt.

C H A P. VI.

The diference betivixt that preparatory

la nv-ujork ivhlch hath a gracious ijftic\

and the convictions of hypocrites.

Objccf. TJfYpocritcs and reprobates

|7~I have great flirrlngs of
conference, and deep convidions about

I fin,
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fin, fetting them on work fbmetimes,
and I do fufpecl any preparatory work
of the law I ever had, to be but fuch

as they have.

Atifw. It will be hard to give fure

effential differences between the prepa-

ratory work in thofe in whom after-

wards Chrift is formed, and thofe legal

flirrings, which are fometimes in repro-

bates : if there were not fome gracious

refalt of thefe convictions and waken-
ings of confcience in the Lord's people,

and other marks of which we fhall

fpeak afterwards, it were hard to ad-

venture upon any difference that is clear

in thefe legal flirrings. Yet, for an*

fwer to the objection, I fhall offer fome
things, which rarely will be found in

the flirrings of reprobates, and which
are ordinarily found in that law-work
which hath a gracious iffue.

i. The convictions of hypocrites

and reprobates* are ufually confined

to fome few very grofs tranfgreflions.

Saul grants no more but the perfecu-

ting of David, I Sam. xxvi. 2 r . Judas
grants only the betraying of innocent

blood, Matth. xxvii. 4. But ufually

thofe convictions, by which the Lord

prepareth his own wray in the foul, al-

though
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though they mly begin at one or more
grofs particular tranfgrcffioos, yet they

iiil not,, but the 3 led on to fee

many breaches of the jaw, ar.

* merable evils compaiUng him/ as Da-
vid fpeaketh in the fij

12.: and withal, that univerfai con-

viction, if I may call it fi>, is 1 ie?

ral, as uCually we hea;

ingi ' that in all th a ;'

but it is particular and
as Paul afterwards fpake of himielf ; he
not only is the chief of miners,' but
particularly, he was ' a blafphemer,
4
perfecutor,' 1 Tim. i. 13.

2. The convictions which hypocrites

have, do feldom reach their corruption,

and that body of death, which breeds

an averfenefs from what is good, and
ftrongly inclineth to what is evil. Or-

dinarily where we find hypocrites fpeak-

5 of themfelves in frapture, they

(peak lofcily and with fome nceir,

both as to their n corrupt

f.
the Pharifees fay to

the poor man, ( Thou waft altogeth
4 born in fins, and doft thou tea.

as if • were not as cor-

rupt by nature as he; they fpeak of

lid, 2 Kings viii.

I 2 13.
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13. ' Am I a dog that I fhould do this

• great thing?' and alfo in their under-

takings of duty, as that fcribe fpake,

Matth. viii. 1 9. ' Mafter, I will follow thee
4

whitherfoever thou goeft.' See how the

people do fpeak, Jer. xlii. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.

they undertake to do all that God will

command them : fo that they ftill ' go
\ about/ in any cafe,

i

to eftablifh their
4 owrn righteoufnefs, not fubmitting un-
' to the righteoufnefs- of God,' Rom. x.

3. But I may fay, that convictions and
exercife about corruption, and that body
of death, inclining to evil, and difen-

abling for good, is not the leaft part of

the work where the Lord is preparing

his own way. They ufe to judge them-
felves very wretched becaufe of a body
of fin, and are at their wits end how to

be delivered, as Paul fpeaketh when he

is under the exercife of it afterwards,

Rom. vii. 24.
i O wretched man that I

6 am, who fhail deliver me from the
' body of this death

!'

3. It will ordinarily be found, that

the convictions wThich are in hypocrites,

cither are not fo ferious, as that fome
other bufinefs wall not put them out of

head before any fatisfadlion be gotten,

as in Cain, w7ho went and built a city,

and
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and we hear no more of his convictions,

Gen. iv. Felix went away until a more
convenient time, and we hear no more
of his trembling, Atts xxiv. 25. : or i£

that work become very ferious, then it

runneth to the other extremity, and de-

fpair of relief, leaving no room for any
outgate. So we find Judas very ferious

in his convictions, yet he grew defperate

and hanged himfelf, Matth. xxvii. 4. 5,

But where the Lord prepareth his own
way, the work is both fo ferious, as the

pcrfbn cannot be put off it, until he find

fome fatisfaction ; and yet under that

very ferioufnefs he lieth open for relief:

both which are clear in the jailor's

words, ' What muft I do to be faved:'

Acts xvi. 30. This ferious inquiry after

relief, is a very obfervable thing in the

preparatory work which leadeth on to

Chrift. Yet we defire none to lay too

much weight on thefe things, fince God
hath nVj.ved clear differences between
the precious and the vile.

Object. I (till fear I have not had fo

thorough a fight ofmy fin and mifery, as

the Lord giveth to many whom
tually calleth, efpecially to great tranf-

greflors, fach as 1 am.
slnpw. It is true, the Lord difcevereth

I 3 to
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to fome great fights of their fin rnd mi
fery, and they are thereby put under
great legal terrors: but as all are not
brought in by that fenfible preparatory

law-work, as we fhewed before ; fo even
thofe who are dealt with after that way,
are very differently and varioufly exerci-

fed, in regard of the degrees of terror,

and of the * continuance of that wrork.

The jailor hath a violent work of very

Ihort continuance • Paul hath a work con-

tinuing three days ; fome perfons are in

bondage through fear of death all their

days, Heb. ii. 15. So that we muft not

limit the Lord to one way of working
here. The main thing we are to look

unto in thefe legal wakenings and con-

victions of fm and mifery^ is, if the

Lord reach thofe ends in us, for which
ufaally thefe ftirrings and convictions

are fent into the foul ; and if thofe ends

be reached, it is well, wre are not to vex

ourfelves about any preparatory work
further. Now, thofe ends which God
driveth ordinarily with finners, by thefe

legal terrors and wakenings of con^

icience, are four..

Firft, The Lord difcovers lights of

mens fin and mifery to them, to chafe

them out of themfelves, a id to put them
out
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out of conceit of their own righteouf-

nefs. Men naturally have great though

of themfelves, and do incline much to

the covenant of works : the Lord there-

fore doth difcover to them fo much of

their fin and corruption, even in their

beft things, that they are made to lothe

themfelves, and to defpair of relief in

themfelves ; and ib they are forced to

flee out of themfelves, and from the

covenant of v fo leek refuge elfe-

where, Heb. vi. 18. They become dead

to themfelves and the .\s\to the

point of j unification, Rom. ui. a. Then
have they no mere confidence in the

fiefli, Phil. iii. 3. This is fuppofed in the

ers o r Chrift, coming to feek and fave

th:i h is loft, Luke xix. 10. and to

be a Fhyfician to thofe who are fick,

Matth. ix. iz.

The feiorid great end is, to commend
Chrift Jefiis to mens hearts above all

things, that fo they may fall in love

with him, and betake themfelves to that

treafure and jewel, which only enrich-

eth, Matth. xiii. 44. 46. and, by fo dc-

may ferve the Lord's defign in the

contrivement ofthe gofpel, which was the

manifeftation of his free grace through
Chrift Jefus in the falvation of men.

The
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The fight of a man's own mifery and
damnable eftate by nature, is a ready
way to make him prize Chrift highly,

who alone can fet fuch a wre.ch at liber-

ty: yea, it not only leadeth a man to

an high efteem of Chrift, but alfo of all

things that relate to that way of falva-

tion, as grace, the new covenant, faith,

&c. and maketh him carefully to gather

and treafure up his Michtams, or golden

fcriptures, for the confirmation of his in-

tereft in thefe things.

The third great end is, To deter and
fcare people from fin, and to make them
caft out with it, and confent to put their

neck under all his "yoke. God kindleth

fome fparks of hell in mens bofoms by
the difcovery of their fin, as a ready

mean to make them henceforth ftand in

awe, knowing how bitter a thing it is to

depart from the Lord, Jer. ii. 19. So we
find reft offered to the weary, upon con-

dition they will take on Chrift's yoke,

Matth. xi. 29. ' Take my yoke upon you,
• and learn of me, for I am meek and
' lowly in heart; and ye fhall find reft

h unto your fouls/ And God offereth to

own men, as their God and Father, up-

on condition they will allow no peace-

able abode to Belial,. 2 Ccr. vi. 14. 15.

17-
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1 7. 18. ' What fellowship hath righteouf-

nefs with unrighteoufnefs ? and v hat

communion hatn light with darknefs ?

and what concord hath Ch
Belial: or what part hath he be-

lievethfAvith an infidel: V lerefore

cdme out from among them, and e

ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch

not the unclean thing ; and I will

receive you, and will be a Father

unto you, and ye (hall be 1m ions

and daughters, faith the Lord Almigh-

The fourth great end is, To work up
men to a patient and thankful i ubmif-

fion to all the Matter's pleafure. This

is a fingular piece of work, Ezek. xvi.

63. ' Then flialt thou remember and
; be confounded and never open thy
1 mouth any more becaufe of thy fhame,
4 when I am pacified toward thee for
1

all that thou haft done, faith the Lord/
The ficht of a man's own vilenefs and
defervings, maketh him filent, and to

lay his hand on his mouth, whatfoever

God doth unto him, PfaL xxxix. 9. ' I
4 was dumb, and opened not my mouth;
;

becaufe thou didft it/ Ezra ix. 13.
4 God hath punifhed us lefs than our ini-
4

quities.' Micah vii. 9.
4

I will bear the
4 indignation
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1 indignation ofthe Lord, becaufe I have
' finned/ The man careth not what
God doth to him, or how he deal with
him, if he fave him from the deferved

wrath to come. Alfo any mercy is a

large mercy to him, who hath feen fuch

a fight of himfelf ; he is lefs that the leaft

of mercies, Gen. xxxii. 10. Any crumb
falling from the Matter's table is wel-

come, iYlatth. xv. 27. He thinks it rich

mercy that he is not confumed, Lam.
iii. 22. This is the thing that marvel-

loufly maketh God's poor croiied people

fo filent under, and ratisfied with their

lot; nay, they think he deferveth hell

who openeth his mouth at any, thing

God doth to him, fince he hath pardon-

ed his tranfgreflions,

So then, for fatisfying the obje<5tion,

I fay, if die Lord hath driven thee out of

thyfelf, and commended Chrifl to thy

heart above all things, and made thee re-

lolve, on his ilrength, to wage war with

every known tranfgrefiion ; and thou art,

in fome meafure, as a weaned child, ac-

quiefcing in what he doth unto thee,

defiring to lay thy hand on thy mouth
thankfully ; then thy ccnvidlions of fin

and mifery, and wThatfoever thou doll

plead as a preparatory work, is fuffi-

cicnt,
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cient, and thou art to debate no more
anent it : only be advifed to ftudy new
difcoveries of the fenfe of thy loft condi-

tion every day, becaufe of thy old and
new fins ; and alfo to fee freih. help in

Chrift, who is a Prieft far ever to make
interceflion ; and to have the work of

fanctification and patience with thank-

fulnefs renewed and quickened often:

for fomewhat of that work which a-

bafeth thee, exalteth Chrift, and con-

formeth to his will, muft convey thv_e

throughout all thy lifetime in this

world.

w
CHAP. VII.

Offaith.

E come now to fpeak of fome
more clear and fare marks, by

which men may take up their gracious

ftate and intereft in Chrift. The
thing whereby men may know it. is,

their doling with Chrift in the gofpel,

wherein he is held forth. This is belie-

ving, or faith, which is the condition
of the covenant, Rom. iv. j 6. ' It is of
6

faith,' dr. Acts xvi. 31. ! Believe on
1 the Lord Jcfus Chrift, and thou lhalt
' be laved.' Now, although in propriety
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of fpeech, it is hard to prove an intereft

by faith, it being our very intereft in

him
;
yet the heart's clofing with Chrift

Jefus is fo difcernible in itfelf, that we
may well place it amongft the marks of

a gracious ftate : and if a man can make
out this, that he believeth on and in

Chrift Jefus, he thereby doth prove a

very true intereft in him.
Many do fcare at this, as a mark, up-

on one of thefe three grounds ordina-

rily.

1. Some conceive faith to be a diffi-

cult myfterious thing, hardly attainable.

To thefe I fay, Do not miftake, faith is

not fo difficult as many do apprehend it

to be : I grant true faith in the meaneft

degree is the gift of God, and above the

power of flefh and blood ; for God muft
draw men to Chrift, John vi. 44. ' No
4 man can come to me, except the Father
' which hath fent me, draw him/ Phil.

i. 29. ' Unto you it is given in the be-
* half of Chrift, to believe on him/
Yet it were a reflection upon Chrift, and
all he hath done, to fay it were a mat-

ter of infuperable difficulty; as is clear,

Rom. x. 6. 11.
4 The righteoufnefs which

4
is of faith fpeaketh on this wife, Say

' not in thine heart, \\ ho fhall afcend
4 into
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into heaven ? (that is to bring Chrift

down from above) : or, Who ihall de-

fcend into the deep? (that is to bring

up Chrift again from the dead). But
what faith it I The word is nigh thee,

even in thy mouth, and in thy heart:

that is the word of faith which we
preach, That if thou {halt confefs with

thy mouth the Lord Jefus, and lhalt

believe in thine heart, that God hath

raifed him from the dead, thou fhalt

be faved. For with the heart man be-

lieveth unto righteoufhefs, and wirii

the mouth confeilion is made unto fair

vation. lor the fcripture faith, Who-
foever believeth on him, fhall not be
alhamed.' It were, according to that

fcripture, as much upon the matter as

to fay, Chrift came not from heaven, is

not rifen from the dead, or afcendcd
victorious to heaven. I fay, He hath
made the way to heaven moft eafy ; and
faith, which is the condition required

on our part, more eafy than men do i-

magine. For the better underftanding
of this, confider that justifying faith is

not to believe that I am elecled, or to

that God loveth me, or that

Chrift died for me, or tie like; thefe

things arc indeed very difficult, and al-

K moft
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moft impoiTible at the firfh hand to be
won at by thofe who are ferious ; whilfl

natural Atheifts, and deluded hypocrites,

find no difficulty in aflerting all thofe

things: I fay, true juftifying faith is

not any of the forefaid things ; neither

is it limply the believing of any fentence

that is written, or that can be thought
upon. I grant, he that believeth on
Chrifl Jefus, believeth what God hath
laid anent man's finful, miferable con-

dition by nature, and he believeth that

to be true, That ' there is life in the
4
Son, who was flain, and is rifen again

' from the dead/ &c. But none of thefe,

nor the believing of many fuch truths,

do fpeak out juftifying faith, or that be-

lieving on the Son of God, fpoken of in

fcripture ; for then it were fimply an adl

of the underftanding : but true juftify-

ing faith, which we now feek after, as

a good mark of an intereft in Chrifl, is

chiefly and principally an a<5l or work
of the heart and will ; having prefuppo-

fed fandry things about truth in the un-

derftanding, with the heart it is belie-

ved unto righteoufnefs, Rom, x. 10.

And although it feem, verf. 9. of that

chapter, that a man is faved upon con-

dition, that he believe this truth, ' God
' raifed
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* raifed Chrift from the dead;' yet wc
mud underftand another thing there,

and verf. 10. than the believing the

truth of that proportion : for, befide

that all devils have that faith whereby

they believe that God raifed Chriit

from the dead; fo the fcripture hath

clearly refolved juftifying faith into a

receiving of Chrift, John i. 12. ' As ma-
1 ny as received him, to them gave he.
1 power to become the fons of God, even
1

to them that believe on his name.'

The receiving of Chrift is there explain-

ed to be the believing on his name. It

is ftill called a Jtaying on the Lord, If.

xxvi. 3. a tritfling in God, often men-
tioned in the Pfalms, and the word is

a leaning on him. It is a believing on

Chrift, John vi. 29. \ This is the work
1 of God, that ye believe on him whom
' he hath fent/ and often fo expreffed

in the New Teftament. When God
maketh men believe fa\ id

to draw them unto Chriit ; and when
the Lord inviteth them to- believe, he
calleth them to come to him, John vi.

. 44. ' All that the Father giveth me,
11 come to mc; and him that Co-

meth to me, 1 will in no wife caft out.

No man can come to mc, except tl

K 2
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i Father which hath fent me, draw him.
1

The kingdom of heaven is like a man
finding a jewel, wherewith he falleth in

Jove, Matth. xiii. 44. 45. 46. Now, I

fay, this a£ting of the heart on Chrift

Jefus, is not fo difficult a thing as is

conceived. Shall that be judged a my-
ftericras difficult thing, which doth con-

fift much in defire? If men have but

an appetite, they have it ; for they are

blefled that hunger after righteoufnefs,

Matth. v. 6. If you will, you are wel-

come, Rev. xxii. 17. Is it a matter of

filch intricacy and infuperable difficulty,

greedily to look to that exalted Saviour?

If. xlv. 22.
4 Look unto me, and be fa-

1 ved, all the ends of the earth;' and to

receive a thing that is offered, held forth,

and declared to be mine, if I will but

accent and take it, and in a manner
open my mouth, and give way to it?

Pfal. Ixxxi. 10. - Open thy mouth wide,
' and I will fill it/ Such a thing is

faith, if not lefs. Oh ! if I could per-

fuade people what is juftifying faith,

which impropriated! Chrift to me ! We
often fcare people from their juft reft

and quiet, by making them apprehend

faith to be fome deep myfterious thing,

and by moving unnecefTary doubts a-

bout
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bout it, whereby it is needlefsly dark-

ened.

2. Some make no ufe of this mark,

as judging it a high prefumptuous crime

to pretend to fo excellent a thing as is

the very condition of the new covenant.

To thefe I fay, You need not ftartle fo

much at it, as if it were high pride to

pretend to it: for whatfoever true faith

be, men maft refolve to have it, or no-

thing at all, all other marks are in vain

without it; a thoufand things befides

will not do the bufinefs : unlefs a man
believe, he abideth in the ftate of con-

demnation, John iii. 18. 36. ' He th
1 bclieveth not, is condemned already,
1 becaufe he hath not believed in tl

4 name of the only begotten Son ofGod c

4 He that believeth not the Son, fhall
4 not fee life; but the wrath of God i

4 bideth on him.'

3. Others do not meddle with this

noble mark of faith, becaufe they judge
it a work of the greateft difficulty, to

find out faith where it is. To thefe I

fay, It is not fo difficult to find it out,

fincc
4 he that believeth, hath the

4

nefs in himfelf/ 1 John v. 1 o. It is

a thing which by fome ferious fearch

may be known. Not only may we do
K 3 nam
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much to find it out by the preparatory

work going before it in many, as the

apprehending and believing of a man's
loll eftate, and that he cannot do his

own bufinefs, and that there is fatisfy-

ing fulnefs in Chrift, very defirable if

he could overtake it; a ferious minding
of this, with a heart laid open for re-

lief; as alfo by the ordinary compa-
nions and concomitants of it, viz. the

liking of Chrift's dominion, his kingly

and prophetical office, a defire to refign

myfelf wholly up to him, to be at his

difpofing: as alfo by the native confe-

quences of it, viz. the aflbilzing of the

word, the afToilzing of my own con-

fcience according to the word, a heart-

purifying work, a working by love, &c.

:

I fay, not only may we know faith by
thefe things, but it is difcernible by it-

felf and of its own nature ; although I

deny not, but there mud be fome help

God's Spirit, by which we know
lat is freely given unto us of God,

1 Cor. ii. 12.; as alfo, that God hath

owed many evidences and marks, as

:cious helps, whereby men may clear

ap faith more fully to themfelves, 1 John
. 13. ' Thefe things have I written un-

6
to you that believe on the name of the

6 Son
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4 Son of God, that ye may know th
4 ye have eternal life/ Yet 1 frill fay,

that faith, or believing, which is fome
adting of the heart upon Chrift in the

gofpel, and the tranfa6ting with him
there, is difcernible of itfelf, and by it-

felf, to a judicious underitanding pcr-

fon, with an ordinary influence of the

Spirit; unlefs the Lord, for reafons known
to himfelf, do overcloud a man's reflex

light, by which he fhould take up and
perceive what is in him.

This juftifying faith, which we aflert

to be fo difcernible, is, in the Lord's

deep wifdom and gracious condefcen-

dency, varioufly exprefled in fcripture,

according to the different aclings of it

upon God, and outgoings after him, fo

as every one who hath it, may find and
take it up in his own mould. It fome-
times acfteth by a defire of union with
him in Chrift: this is that looking to

him in If. xlv. 22. ' Look unto mc, and
* be ye favcd, all the ends of the earth/

This feems to be a weak acfl of faith,

and far below other actings of it at o-

ther times,
}

in that fame perfon.

Men will look to what they dare not ap-

proach, to their apprehenficn, which
th. c not touch or embrace; they
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may look to one to whom they dare not
fpeak: yet God hath made the promife
to faith in that acting, as the forecited

fcripture doth {hew ; and this he hath
done mercifully and wifely, for this is

the only difcernible way of the acting

of faith of fome perfons fometimes.

Such are the actings or outgoings of
faith expreffed in fcripture, by hungering

and thirjling after righteoufnefs, Matth.
v. 6. ; and that expreffed by <willhig,

Rev. xxii. 17. And whofoever will,

* let him take the water of life freely/

Again, this faith goeth out fometimes

in the adl of recumbency, or leaning

on the Lord, the foul taking up Chrift

then as a refting-ftone, and God hath

fo held him out, although he be a ftum-

bling-ftone to others, Rom. ix. 33. This

adting of it is hinted in the expreilions

of trujling, andjiaying on God, fo often

mentioned in fcripture; and precio^^

promifes are made to this acting of

faith, as If. xxvi. 3,4. ' God wilt keep
' them in perfect peace, whofe minds are

flayed on him ; becaufe fuch do truft
4
in him. Truft in the Lord j for with

6 him is everlafting ftrength.' So, Pfal.

cxxv. 1 .

i They that truft in the Lord,
4

fhall be as mount Zion, which abideth
1

ft
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* for ever/ I fay, the Lord hath made
promifes to this way of faith's acting,

as knowing it will often go out after

him in this way with many perfons
;

and this way of its acting wrill be moil
difcernible to them.

It goeth out after God fometimes by
an act of waiting, when the foul hath

fomewhat depending before God, and
hath not got out his mind fatisfyingly

anent that thing; then faith doth wait,

and fo it hath the promife, If. xlix. 23.

- They (hall not be afhamed that wait
c
for me/ Sometimes it adteth in a

wilful way upon the Lord, when the

foul apprehendeth God thrufting it a-

way, and threatening its ruin; fo, Job
xiii. 1 5. ' Though he fla) me, yet will I

' truft in him.' The faith of that poor
woman of Canaan, Matth. xv. 22.—28.

fo highly commended by Chrift, did go
out in this way of wilful acting over

difficulties ; and the Lord fpcaketh much
good of it, and to it, becaufe fome will

be put to it, to exercife faith that way
fometimes, and i'o they have that for

their encouragement. It were tedious

to inftance all the feveral ways of the

ting of faith upon, and its exercife a*

boMt, and ng after Chriit. HtXlM
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fay, according to the various conditions

and prefTures of the foul of man, the

Lord hath variously held out himfelf

and his fulnefs in Chrift under divers

notions, as might moft fitly meet the

diftrefs or condition of man. And ac-

cordingly, faith, which God hath ap-

pointed to traffic and travel between
Chrift and man, as the inftrument of

conveyance of his fulnefs unto man,
and of maintaining union and commu-
nion with him, adleth varioufly and
differently upon God in Chrift : for faith

is the very fhaping out of a man's heart

according to God's device of falvation

by Chrift Jefus, in whom it pleafed the

Father that fulnefs fhould dwell; fo

that let Chrift turn what way he, will,^

faith airteth and pointeth that way.
Now he turneth all ways in wThich

he can be ufeful to poor man, and
therefore faith acleth accordingly on
him for drawing out of that fulnefs,

according to a man's cafe and condi-

tion. As for example, the fouL is na-

ked, deftitute of a covering to keep it

from the ftorm of God's wrath ; Chrift

is fine raiment, Rev. iii. 17. 18.: then

accordingly faith's work here is to put

on the Lord Jefus, Gal. iii. 27. The
foul
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foul is hungry and thirfty after fome-

wnat that may everlaltingly fatisfy;

Chrift Jefus is milk, wine, water, the

bread of life, and the true manna, If.

lv. 1. 2. John vi. 48.—51.; he is the

feaft of fat things, and of wine refined,

If. xxv. 6.: then the work and exerciie

of faith is, to go, buy, eat and drink

abundantly, If. lv. 1. John vi. 53.-57.
The foul is purfued for guilt more or

lefs, and is not law-biding; Chrift Je-

fus is the city of refage, and the High
Pried there-, during whofe lifetime, that

is, for ever, the poor man who wins
thither, is fafe : then the work and ex-

ercife of faith is, to flee thither for re-

fuge, to lay hold on the hope fet before

us, Heb. vi. 18. In a word, whatfo-

ever way he may benefit poor man, fo

he fpeaketh of himfelf : and as he hold-

eth out himfelf in the fcripture, fo faith

doth point towards him. If he be a

Bridegroom, faith will go out in a m r-

riage-relation ; if he be a Father, faith

pleadeth the man to be a child ; if he be
a Shepherd, faith pleads the man may be
one of his (beep; if he be a I ord, faith

c illeth him fo, which none can do but
by the Spirit of Jefus, 1 Cor. xii. 3. ; if

he be dead, and nfen again for our

j unification,
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juflification, faith believeth God hath
raifed him on that account, Rom. x. 9.

Whercfoever he be, there would faith

be ; and whatfoever he is, faith would
be fomewhat proportionally: for, by
faith the heart is Ihapen out in breadth

and length for him; yea, when the

fame and report of him goeth abroad in

his truth, although faith feeth not

much, yet it believeth on his name, up-

on the very fame he hath fent abroad

of himfelf, John i. 12.

But here, for avoiding of miflakes,

confider, (1.) That although justifying

faith acleth fo variouily, yet every be-

liever, who hath a good title to Chrifl

Jefus, hath not all thefe various actings

and exercifes of faith ; for his condition

craveth them not: and alfo the Mafter

is pleafed not to lead out the faith of

fome perfons at fome times in fome of

thefe ways, for reafons known to him-

felf, even when their necetlity (to their

apprehenfion) calleth for fuch adling of

faith. Surely, every one dare not fay,
1 Though he kill me, yet will I truft in
4 him/ Manv would not have gone up
with the woman of Canaan I fpake of,

Matth. xv. but would have been difcou-

raged, and have quit the purfuit. It is

on



Intereft zVz Christ. m
on this account that Chrift doth highly

commend the faith of fome beyond the

faith of others ; Matth. viii. i o. of the

Centurion; Matth. xv. 28. of the wo-
man of Canaan. Many good people

are much difquieted anent their faith,

becaufe it goeth not out in all thofe

ways we find recorded in fcripture; but
there is hardly any man will be found,

whofe faith hath acted all thefe ways.

2. Many of thefe a&ings of faith are

much intended and remitted. They are

fometimes ftrong and vigorous, and
difcernible; and fometimes they fail,

and miibelief doth prevail ; fo as it were
an uncertain thing to judge of a mans
flate by thefe. We find the faints very

different from themfelves in regard of
the actings of faith fometimes, as we
fhewed before.

3. Each one of thefe actings of f.vlth

fpeaketh good to the perfon in whoi
is, and hath promifes annexed unto
it, as we have laid. Yet,

4. Although thefe acftings of faith

have promifes annexed unto them, they
are not, for that, the condition of the

new covenant ; for then every one beho-
ved to have each one of them, which is

not true, as we (aid before. A \ roinife

L i
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is made to him who overcometh; but
perfeverance is not the condition of the

new covenant, but doth fuppofe it.

There are promifes made to the exercife

of all graces, in fcripture; but only

faith is the condition of the covenant.

I fay then, thefe promiies are made to

thefe actings of faith, not as fuch, but

as they c'o fappoft juftifyirg faith,

which is the condition of the covenant.

All thefe are actings of faith, but not

as it is juftifying. Therefore,

5. There is fomewhat common to all

gracious perfons, which may be fuppo-

fed by all the forefaid adtings of faith,

wherein the nature and efTence of jufti-

fying faith ftandeth. And this is the

heart's fatisfaction anent God's device

of falvation by Chrift ; when man plea-

feth God's invention of fatisfadlion to

juftice, through Chrift Jefus, in whom
all fulnefs doth dwell now by the Fa-

ther's pleafure ; when the foul and heart

of man acquiefceth in that, then it be-

lieveth unto falvation. As at firfl the

Lord made man fuitable to the covenant

of w^crks, by creating him perfect, and

fo putting him in a capacity to perform

his will in that covenant, fo under the

lew covenant, when God giveth the

new
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new heart to man, he fetteth the idea

and (lamp of all his device in the new
covenant upon the man, fo as there is a

confonancy to God's will there : thus he

beareth the image of the fecond Adam,
Chrift Jefus, on him. This is a great

part of the new heart, and is molt op-

pofed to works ; fince now the man abr

fcluteiy falleth off works, ' becoming
1 dead to the law/ as to the point of

jufdfication, ' by the body of Chriil/

Rom. vii. 4. Man perceiving that God
hath devifed a way of fatisfying divine

juftice, and recovering loft man by the

incarnation of Chrift, he thinks this fo

good and fare a way, that he abfolute-

ly giveth up with the law, as I faid be-

fore, and clofeth with this device : and
this is believing or faith, very oppofite

to works and all refting thereupon.

This cannot fail to be in all gracious

perfons, in whom many of the actings

of faith are not to be found. This doth
clearly fuppofe known diftrefs in a man,
without all relief in himfelf ; this fuppo-

feth knovvn fulnefs in Chrift, as the a-

lone fufficient relief; this imports a fort

of impropriation : for the heart, plea-

fing that device, in fo far fwayeth to-

wards it. This is a thing clearly fup-

L 2 pofed
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pofed in all the actings of faith, fpoken
of before. He that greedily hungereth,

hath this ; and he that leaneth, hath
this ; and he that puts on Chrift, hath
this, &c. This is to efteem Chrift f the
* wifdom and power of God* to falva-

tion; fo is he faid to be to all that be-

lieve, 1 Cor. i. 24. They efteem that

device wife and fure, befeeming God;
and that is to believe On this account,

Chrift, who is the rejedled ftone to ma-
ny, is precious to them who believe; a

fit ftone to recover, fortify, and beau-

tify the tottering building and fabric of

loft man. To whom coming, as unto
a living ftone, difallowed indeed of

men.j but chofen of God, and pre-

cious, ye alfo as lively ftones, are built

up a fpiritual houfe, an holy prieft-

hood to offer vip fpiritual Sacrifices,

acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift.

Wherefore alfo it is contained in the

fcripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief

corner-ftone, elect, precious: and he

that believeth on him fhall not be

confounded. Unto you therefore

which believe he is precious : but un-

to them which be difobedient, the

ftone which the builders difallowed,

the fame is made the head of the cor-
1

ner.
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1 ner, and a (lone of {tumbling, and a

- rock of offence, even to them which
ftumble at the word, being difobe-

c
dient, whereunto alfo they were ap-

• pointed/ 1 Pet. ii. 4.—8. ' The king-

? dom of God is like a man finding a
' treafure, for which with joy he felk

' all/ Matth. xiii. 44. Thefe words
hold out the very way of believing,

viz. falvation is difcovered in the g
fpel to be by Chrift ; the heart valueth

that invention as fatisfying. This is to

believe on the Son of God lifted up;
which is compared with the looking to

the brazen ferpent, John iii. 14. It was
man's approbation of that device which
made it effectual for his healing ; fo is

it here,
4 he that fo. believeth, fetteth

4

to his feal that God is true/ John iii.

33. True? wherein? In that record he
hath borne, that God hath provided life

for men, and placed it all in Chrift,

1 John v. 10. 11. ' He that believeth
1 not, maketh God a liar/ Wherein r In

his faying that Chrift is a fafe and fure

way to heaven. This is the pleafing

and acquiefcing in that device ; and it

is confbnant to all I know fpoken
juftifying faith in fcripture. This is

the believing on Chrill and on his name,
L 3 the
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the receiving of him and retting on him
for falvation, in our Catechifm ; the be-

lieving that Jefus is the Chrift, that is,

the anointed One, whom the Father

hath fealed, and fet apart, and qualified

for the work of reconciling man unto
God; and ' he that believeth that Jefus
' is the Chrift, is born of God/ i John
v. i. This is to believe with the heart,

that God hath raifed Chrift from the

dead, Rom. x. o. The man believeth

Chrift died, and is raifed on the account

of fatisfadlion for man's tranfgreflion.

Devils may believe that: nay, but the

,n I fpeak of, believeth it with his

heart, (which no natural man doth, un-

t.i a new heart be given unto him), that

is, he cordially pleafeth, is fatisfied

with, and acquiefceth in this noble in-

vention. And this faith layeth out it-

felf now and then in its actings, out-

goings and exercife, according to all the

covenant-relations under which Chrift

is held forth in the fcripture.

Now, I fay, this faith is difcernible,

not only in thefe adlings many times

;

a man may know if his heart doth hun-

ger after Chrift, and flee for refuge to

him, when purfued; and if he doth com-

mit himfelf unto God, &c. ; but alfo in

its
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its very nature: as it is juftifying, it is

difcernible and may be known. A man
may clearly know, if from known di-

ftrefs in himfelf, upon the report and

fame of Chrift's fulnefs, his heart doth

pleafe God's device in the new cove-

nant ; if it goeth out after Chrifl in that

invention, and pleafeth him as Lord of

the life of men, terminating and refting

there, and no where elfe, acquiefcing in

that contrivement with defire and com-
placency.

This is a difcernible thing : therefore I

obteft men impartially to examine them-

felves, and if they find that their heart

has clofed fo with that device of falva-

tion, and is gone out after him as pre-

cious, that thereupon they conclude a

fure and true intereft in Chrift Jefus, and
a good claim and title to the crown, fince
' he that believeth fhall never perifh, but
1 have everlafting life/ John iii. 16. 36.

CHAP. VIII.

The difference between the faith of hypo-

crites
y
and true fauing jujlifying faith.

Objeft. T T Ypocritcs and reprobates

JlJL have a fort of faith, and
are faid to believe, John ii. 23. 24. ' jV
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1 ny believed in his name, when they
' faw the miracles which he did; but
1

Jefus did not commit himfelf unto
\ them, becaufe he knew all men;' Adls
viii. i 3. ' Then Simon, the forcerer, him-
! felf believed alfo ;' and cannot choofe

but go put after Chrif^, and that device

of falvation, when they hear of it ; and
they profefs they do fo, yet are deluded,

and fo may I be.

j4nfiv. To fay nothing of that thought
of your heart, (whereby you wonder
that any man lhould not pleafe the de-

vice of falvation by Chrift, and lead out

towards him), as a very promifing thing,

and fpeaking out juftifying faith to be in

your bofom; and, to fay nothing in con-

tradiction to that which you think, that

a natural man, whilft fuch, and before

he get a new heart, can pleafe that de-

vice, and believe with his heart and
affectionately, that which perfectly over-

throweth the covenant of works, and
abafeth man in the point of felf-righ-

teoufnefs already attained, or that can be

won at by him, which is inconfiftent with

many fcriptural truths ; I offer thefe dif-

ferences between the faith of ail hypo-

crites or reprobates, and that true fa-

ying
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ring juftifying faith, whereof we have

fpoken.

i . They never clofe with Chrifl: Jefus

in that device, and him alone as a fuffi*

cient covering of the eyes, as is faid of

Abraham to Sarah, Gen. xx. 16. They
flill hold fad fomewhat of their own, at

lead to help to prdfcure God's favour and
falvation: their heart doth flill fpeak,

as that young man's fpeech, Luke xviii.

1 8. 21. doth infmuate, ' What fhall I

t do to inherit eternal life?' Befide that,

they do flill retain their former lovers,

and will not break their covenants with

hell and death, imagining they may have
Chrift with thefe things equally iharing

in their heart; contrary to that,
4 A man

1 cannot ferve two matters/ Matth. vi.

24. Either Chrifl muft be judged abfo-

lute Lord, and worthy to be lb, or no-

thing at all. And fo it is clear, their

heart is not fhapen out for that device

of falvation by Chrifl, whom God hath
alone made Lord here, in whom all fill-

nefs fhall dwell. But where juftifying

faith is, the foul of a man and his heart

doth clofe with Chrifl, and him alone,
' having no confidence in the fleih/

Phil. iii. 3. Pfal. lxii. 5. ' He trufleth
* Qnly in God.' Alfo the man here gi-

a :ch
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yeth up with other lovers, as they com-
pete with Chrift, he refolves not to be
for another, Hof. iii. 3.; he calls him
Lord, which a man can only do by the

Spirit of Chrift, 1 Cor. xii. 3.

2. As hypocrites and reprobates do
never clofe with Chrift alone; fo they

do never clofe with full Chrift, as he
is anointed to be a King, to rule over a

man in all things ; a Prieft, to procure

pardon, and to makepeace for man upon
all occafions ; a Prophet, to be wifdom,
and a teacher and counfeller in all cafes

to man : fo they do not receive Chrift,

especially in the firft and third office.

But where true juftifying faith is, a man
clofeth with whole Chrift in all his offi-

ces, judging all his will good, holy, juft,

and fpiritual, Rom. vii. 12. 14. and right

concerning all things, Pfal. cxix. 128.

making mention of his righteoufnefs

only, Pfal. Ixxi. 1 6.

The man alfo giveth up himfelf to be

taught of him, Matth. xi. 29. ' Learn
' of me/ So that

4
Chrift is made' to

the true believer, with his own confent,
i wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandlification,
1 and complete redemption/ 1 Cor. i.

30. And although he hath not all

thefe things formally in exercife, when
his
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his heart goeth out after Ci^rift, yet, up-

on fearch and trial, it will be found

with him, as I have faid.

3. Hypocrites and reprobates do ne-

ver clofe with Chrift, and ill the incon-

veniencies may follow him; tuey (Ii^k

at that with the fcribe, Matth. viii. 1 9.

20. But where true juftifying faith is,

a man doth clofe with him oa all ha-

zards; he refolveth to forego all, rather

than to fore§p Chrift,
6 We have left a 11

,

€ and have followed thee/ Mark x. 2< .

He reckoneth all to be lofs and dung for

the excellency of Clirift Jefus, as his Lord,

and to be found in him, Phil. iii. 8.

We might give other differences alfo;

as that true faith is operative, purifying

the heart, Acts xv. 9. working by love,

Gal. v. 6. whilfl hypocrites do on y
cleanfe th outfide of the platter, Matth.

xxiii. 25. and do all to be fcen of men,
Matth. vi. 5*. not feeking the honour
that is of God only, and fo cannot be-

lieve, John v. 44. We might alfo fhew,

that true faith is never alone in a man,
but attended with other faving graces:

but becaufe thefe things will coincide

with what followeth ; and here we are

fhewing that a man may take up his

gracious (late by his faith, and the act-

ing
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ing thereof on Chrift ^ we pafs thefc

things-

T
CHAR IX.

Of the nrw creature.

HE fecond great mark of a gra-

cious ftate, and true faving inte-

reft in Jefus Chrift, is the new creature,

2 Cor. v. 17.
l

If any man be in Chrift,
4 he is a new creature.' T^is new crea-

tion or renovation of that man, is a very

fenfible change, although not in thofe

who are effectually called from the

womb, or in their younger years ; be-

caufe thofe have had this new creature

from that time in them, fo as thi6 change
in after-periods of time is not difcern*-

ible ;
yet in thofe who have been regene-

rated and brought in to Chrift after they

were come to greater age, and fo have

more palpably been under the power of

darknefs, before they were tranflated in-

to the kingdom of Chrift, Col. i. ] 3.

But in all who do warrantably pretend

to Chrift, this new creature muft be;

although fome do not know experiment-

ally the contraries of every part of it,

fo as others do ; becaufe they have not

been equally, in regard of practice, un-

der



Interefi in Christ. 133

der the power of darknefs. This nc

creature is called the new men, CoL iii.

1 o. which doth hold out the extent of

it. It is not fimply a new tongue, or

new hand, but a ne*w man. There is a

principle of new life and motion put in

the man, which is the new heart; which
•new principle of life fendeth forth acts

of life, or of conformity to the image
of him who created it, CoL iii. 10. fo

as the party is renewed in fome meafure

every way. This renovation of the man
•o is in Chrift, may be reduced into

thefe two great heads.

y?, There is a renovation of the

man's pcrfon, foul and body, in fome
meafure.

1. His underftanding is renewed, fo

as he judgeth Chrift preached in the go-

fpel to be ' the wifdom and power of
6 God/ a wife and ftrong device befe

ing God, 1 Cor. i. 23. 24. He knoweth
the thing 1 folic!-

not to be unccrtai
fancies; but all to be yea and amen, fo-

lid, certain, fubftautial things, having
a defirabk accomplilhr in Chi\
and refolding much in

• 15. ' The al man rec< not
the things of the or

M « they
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they are foolifhnefs unto him; neither
can he know them, becaufe they are
fpirituahy difcerned. But he that is

Spiritual, judgeth all things.' 2 Cor. i.

1 8. 19. 2c. ' As God is true, our word
toward you, was not yea and nay. lor
the Son of God Jefus Chrift, who wTas

preached among you by us, even by
me, and Silvanus, and Timotheus,
wras not yea and nay, but in him was
yea. For all the promifes of God in

him are yea. and in him amen, unto
the glory of God by us.' Natural men,

educated under gofpel- ordinances, al-

gh thev have fome notional knowr -

ledgeofCod, Chrift, the promifes, the

motions of the holy Spirit, &c. fo as

thev may confer, preach, and difpute of

thefe things; yet they look on them as

common received maxims of Christiani-

ty, from which to recede were a Angu-
larity and difgrace; but not as real, fo-

lid, fubftantial truths, io as to adven-

ture their fouls and everlafiing being on

them. The underftanding is renewed

alio, to take up fomewhat of God in the

creatures, as bearing {parks of his glo-

rious attributes, Pfal. xix. 1. they fee

the heavens declaring his glory and

power; and fomewhat of God in pro-

vidence
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vidence and difpenfations that fall out;

his wondrous works declare that \

name is near, Pfal, Ixxv. 1. The un-

derftandingalfo taketh up the conditions

and caies of the foul, otherwife r]

was wont to do; as wc find the faints Ur

{bally fpeaklng in fcripture,
4 O m

1 thou haft faid unto the Loj

! art my Lord/ Pfal. xvL 2.- ' My
: faid, Thy face will I feck.' Pfal. x.\

1 Why art thou cad down, O : .

-Pfal. xlii. 5. Pied, xliii. 5. ' Return 1

' to thy reft, O my foul/ Pfal. c

2. The heart and affe are re-

newed. The heart is made a new heart,

a heart of flefli, capable of im^refTions,

having a copy of his law ftamped
and fear of Cod put into

man's duty becometh in a n

and kindly to the n Li. 39,
40. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. It v lore a
lieart of ftone, void cf the

The affections are r

love is renewed in fome good re;

,3eth out after Cod, 'I will !o

Lord/ Pfal. xvin. 1. ; after hi
w O

4 how I love thy law!' Pfal. c -.;

aftcrthofe < aageinthem,
3^- 'B) allmenlmi

difcipleSj if} [ love

M.2 one
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1 one to another/ r John iii 14. * We
know that we have palled from death

1 unto life, becaufe we love the brethren.'

This love to God's people is upon a pure
account, as they are the children of God,
and do keep his ftatutes, 1 Pet. i. 22. it

is ' with a pure heart fervently;' and
therefore it goeth towards all fuch,

whom the man knoweth or apprehend-
eth to be fuch, Pial. cxix. 63..' I am a
' companion of all them that fear thee,
i and of them that keep thy precepts/

in all cafes and conditions, even where
there is nothing to beautify or commend,
but the image of God. And this love

is fo fervent many times, 1 Pet. i. 22.

that it putteth itfelf out in all relations,

fo as a man feeketh a godly wife, a god-

ly mafler, a godly fervant, a godly

counfeller, if he have to choofe upon,

Pfal. ci. 6. ' Mine eyes fhall be upon
' the faithful of the land, that they may
\ dwell with me : he that walketh in a
* perfect way, he fhall ferve me.' And
it is not quenched by many waters,

Cant.viii. 7.; many imperfections and in-

firmities, difference in opinion, wrongs

received, will not altogether quench love.

Alfo it is communicative of good ac-

cording to its ttleafure, and as the cafe

of
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of the poor godly requireth, Pfal. xvi. 2.
4 Thou art my Lord, my goodnefs ex-

' tendeth not to thee, but to, the faints,'

&c. i John hi. 17. I" 8. 19. ' But whofb
1 hath this world's good, and feeth ]

; brother have need, and ihutteth
' his bowels of compaffion from him,
1 how dwelleth the love of God in hi]
; My little children, let us not love in
' word, neither in tongue, but in deed
1 and in truth. And hereby we kn
' that we are of the ai 1

' fare our hearts be: .' Themai
ha: Tid-

ed againft fin, P 113. I Ik.

' vain thoughts : t God's enemh
ilich, Pfal. .. 21. 22. ' Do not 1

' hate them that hate thee?' &c. The
joy or delight is renewed, for it runne h
towards God, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. ' Whom
' have I in heaven but thee? and there
' is none upon earth that I defire !x a

4

thee;' towards his law and will, Pf
i. 2. ' His delight is in the
1 Lord/ and towards the godly and tilt

owlhip, PfaL xvi. 3. * To thf i

' in whom is all my delight/ Th<
row is turned agajnft fin which hat

-nged Chrifl, Zee . ic. }o

to him whom they ha

M 3 mourj
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rr curn ; , 2 Co;, vii. 1 1 . the fc rrow is god-
ly there, and againil what encroacheth

upon God's honour: they are forrowful

for the folemn. affembly, and the re-

proach of that is their burden, Zeph. iii.

[8. There is fame renovation in all the

;\i7eclions, as in every other part of the

foul pointing now towards God,
3. The very outward members of the

man are renewed, as the fcripture fpeaks,

the tongue, the eye, the ear, the hand,
the foot, &C. ; fo that thofe members
which once were improved as weapons
of unrighteoufnefs unto fin, are now
improved as weapons of righteoufnefs

imto holinefs, Rom. vi. 19.

Secondly, A man who is in Chrift, is re-

newed in fbme meafure in all his ways

:

' Behold, all things are become new/
2 Cor. v. 17. The man becometh new,

1. In the way of his intereft. He
was upon any good before, though but

parent, and at bed but external,

Pal. iv. 6. ' Many fay, Who will fhew
' us any good:' But now his interefl

and bufmefs is, how to- be found in.

I in that day, Phil. iii. 9. or, how
to be forthcoming to him, and walk he-

re him in the light of the living, Pfal.

lvi. 13. which he would choofe among
all



Int.

che mercies th.it fill this earth, Pfi

cxix. 64. ' The earth, O Lord.
1 thy mercy; teach me thy {iatutes/

The intereft of Chrift alfb becometh the

man's intereft, as appeareth in the fong

of Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. and in the long

of Mary, Luke i. It is flrange to fee

people newly converted, and having

readied but the beginnings of know-
ledge, concern and intereft themfelves in

the public matters of Chrift's kingdom, fo

defirous to have him riding profpcrouily,

and fubduing the people under him.

2. The man that is in Chrift, is re-

newed in the way of his worihip. He
was wont to ferve God in the oldnefs of

the letter, for the fafhion, anfwering the

letter of the command in the outfide of

duty, which one in whom the old m
hath abfolute dominion can do: b

now he worihippeth God in n< cf

fpirit
3
Rom. vii. 6. in a new wav, v

in he is helped by the Spirit of G
Rom. viii. 26. beyond the reach of ilefli

and blood. He ferveth now the

id living God, 1 TheiT. i. 9. in

and in truth, John iv. 24. having ipiri-

tual apprehenfions of God,
in his very foul in that :id

ying truly and not fei

.:h;
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worfhippeth; flill defiring to approach
unto him as a living God, who heareth

and feeth him, and can accept his fer-

vice, Pfal. xlii. 1. 2. I grant, he fails of
this many times ; yet I may fay, fuch

worfliip he intendeth, and fbmetimes
overtaketh j and doth not much reckon
that worfliip, which is not fo performed
unto God ; and the iniquity of his holy

things is not the leaf! part of his burden
and exercife. Such a worfliip natural

men are ftrangers- unto, whilft they bab-

ble out their vain-glorious boaftings, like

the Pharifee, Luke xviii. 11. 12. to an
unknown God, Aels xvii. 23.

3. The man that is in Chrift, is re-

newed in the way of his outward call-

ing and employment in the world ; he

now refolveth to be about it, becaufe

God hath commanded ib
9

• not ilothful

' in bufinefs, fervent in fpirit, ferving
4 the Lord,' Rom. xii. 11. and to eye

God in it as the laft end,
4 doing it to

4
his glory,' 1 Cor.x. 31.; and fludieth to

k§ep fome intercourfe with God in the

exercife of his outward employments, as

Jacob doth in his latter-will, Gen. xlix.

1 8. ' I have waited for thy falvation, O
4 Lord;' and as Nehemiah did, Neh.

ii. 4.
4 Then the king faid unto me, For

' what
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1 what doft thou make requeft? fo I

* prayed to the God of heaven/ So as

the man refoiveth to walk with God,
and fet him always before him, Pial.

xvi. 8. ; wherein, I deny not, he faileth

often.

4. He becometh new in the way of

his relations ; he becometh a more du-

tiful hufband, father, brother, mafter,

fervant, neighbour, &c. ; herein doth he

exerciie himfelf to keep a confcience

void of offence towards men, as well

as aIs God, A6ls xxiv. 16. beco-

m dungs to all men, 1 Cor. ix.

22.

5. He becometh new in the way of
lawful liberties ; he ftudieth to make ufe

of meat, drink, fleep, recreations, ap-

parel, with an eye to God, labouring not
to come under the power of any lawful

thing, f Cor. vi. 12. ' All things are
4

lawful unto, me, but all things are not

Expedient; all things are lawful for
' me, but I will not be brought under
the power of any :' nor to give of-

fence to other ufe of thefe things,

Rom. xiv. 20. 21. ' lor meat deitroy

not the work >d : all things in-

re ; but it is evil for that

xi:h offence: it is

v)od



142 The Trial of a jkving

i good neither to eat flefh, nor to drink
wine, nor any thing whereby thy bro-

i
ther ftumbleth, oris offended, oris made

' weak.' Rom. xv. 2. 'Let every one of
' us pleafe his neighbour for his good to
1

edification ; nor ' ufing liberty as an
c

occafion to the flefli/ Gal. v. 13. Yea,

he laboureth to vSe all thefe things as a

ftranger on earth, fo as his moderation
may appear, Phil. iv. 5. - Let your mo-
4
deration be known unto all men/

And ibme way he doth eye God as the

laft end in thefe things, 1 Cor. x. 31.

\ doing all to the glory of God:' fo as

we may fay of that man, ' Old things
* are' much 'pafled away, all things
* are/ in ibme meafure, * become new/
2 Cor. v. 17. He that is fo a new crea-

ture, is undoubtedly in Chrift.

This renovation of a man in all man-
ner of converfation, and this being un-

der law to God in all things, is that ho-

linefs without which no man {hall fee

the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. Men may fan-

cy things to themfelves, but unlefs they

ftudy to approve themfelves unto God in

all well-plealing, and reach ibme inward

teftimony of linearity that way, they

{hall not affure their hearts before him.

f The testimony of mens confeience is

' their
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c
their rejoicing/ 2 Cor. i. 12. ' By this

1 we know that we know him, if we
jp his commandments/ 1 John ii.

3. ' And hereby we know that we are
4 of the truth, and ihall allure our
1 hearts before him. For if our heart
* condemn us, God is greater than our
4

heart, and knoweth all chings. Belo-
i ved, if our heart condemn us not,
1 then have we confidence towards God/
1 John iii. 19. 20. 21. No confidence

if the heart condemn. This is the new
creature, having a principle of new fpi-

ritual life infufed by God into the heart,

w'lereby it becometh new, and putteth

forth acts of new life throughout the

whole man, as we have faid, fo as he
; :erh towards the whole law: both

3 thefe commands which forbid

n 1 ; fo he refblveth to fet againft fe

.
' not to lay a flumbling-blcck be-

4
fore the blind/ Lev. xix. 14 :

Iged fo by m
lead thi . 19.

bevcr fhall br< of thefc
6

leaft commandment ihall teach
4 men fo, he (h ill be ift in
;

the km :' fpiritual fins,

filth: It, 2 Con vii. 1.

Ha fore thefe promifes, dear-
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4
ly beloved, let us cleanfe ourfelves

4 from all filthinefs of the fleili and
1

fpirit, perfe<fting holinefs in the fear
4 of G^od : fins of omiilion as well as

of commillion, fince men are to be
judged by thefe, Matth. xxv. 41. 42.

43. 44. 45.
4 Then Hiall he fay unto

them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye curfed, into everlailing fire,

prepared for the devil and his angels :

for I was an hungred, and ye gave me
no meat ; I was thirfty, and ye gave

me no drink,' &c : yea, fins that

are winded in into his natural humour
and conftitution, and fo are as a right

eye or hand to him, Matth. v. 29.
4

If
4 thy right eye offend thee, pluck it

4
out, and caft it from thee/ &c. This

new principle of life, by the good hand
of God, maketh the man fet againfl

every known fin, fo far as not to allow

peaceable abode to any known darknefs,

2 Cor. vL 14.
6 What fellowship hath

4 righteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs

:

4 and what communion hath light with
4 darknefs?' As alfo he pointeth to-

wards thofe commands which relate to

duty, and the quickening of grace in

man : it maketh a man reipeel all

God's known commands, PfaL cxix. 6.

to
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to live godly, righteoufly, and foberly,

Tit. ii. 12.; yea, and to fludy a right

and fincere way and manner of doing

things, refolving not to give over this

ftudy of conformity to God's will, whilffc

he liveth on earth, but flill to prefs for-

ward toward the mark, for the prize of

the high calling of God in Chrifl Jefus,

Phil. hi. 13. 14. This is true holinefs,

very becoming al! thofe who pre end to

be heirs of that holy habitation, in the

immediate company and fellowfhip of a

holy God, 1 John iii. 3. ' We know that
1 when he fhall appear, we ihall be like
4
him.'

Some may think thefe things high at-

tainments, and very hard to
1

e won at.

I grant it is true: But, fry?, remember
that there is a very large allowance in

the covenant, promifed to his people,

which maketh things more eafy. The
Lord hath engaged to take away the fto-

ny heart, to give a heart of flefh, a rie

heart, an heart to fear him for ever; he
hath engaged to put his law in mens
heart, to put his fear in their heart, to

make them keep that law; to put

Spirit in them, to caufe them keep it.

He hath promifed to fatisfy the prifeits

with fatncfs, that the fouls of the p
N may
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may be fatiated with his goodnefs, and
to keep and water them continually

every moment, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. Jer.

xxxii. 39.. 40. Jer. xxxi. 33. Ezek. xxxvi.

27. Jer. xxxi. 14. Jer. xxxi. 12. If. xxvii.

3. And if he mud be inquired to do
all thefe things unto men, Ezek. xxxvi.

37. he engageth to pour out the Spi-

rit of grace and fupplication on them,
Ezek. xii. 10. and fo to learn them
how to feek thefe things, and how to

put him to it, to do all for them.

Secondly, For the fatisfadtion of the

weaker, I grant this new creature, as

we have circumfcribed and enlarged it,

will not be found, in all the degrees

of it, in every gracious perfon. But
it is well if,

1 . There be a newr man : we cannot

grant lefs ;
4
If any man be in Chrift, he

4
is a new creature/ 2 Cor. v. 1 7 . And

that is the new man, which all muft
put on who are favingly taught of Chrift

;

Eph. iv. 21. 22. 23. 24.
4

If fo be that
4 ye have heard him, and have been
4 taught by him, as the truth is in
4

Jefus : that ye put off concerning
4 the former converfation, the old man
4 which is corrupt according to the de-
4

ceitful lufts : and be renewed in the
4

fpirit
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' fpirit of your mind ; and that ye put
4 on the new man, which after God is
1 created in righteoufnefs, and true holi-
4

nefs.' There muft be fome renewing

after the image of God in a man's foul

and body ; there muft be fomewhat of

every part of the man pointing towards

God; although I grant every one can-

not inftruct this to others, neither ciif1

cern it in hiinfelf, becaufe many know
not the diftinct parts of the foui, nor

pieces of reformation competentto every

part of the foul and body
;
yet it will be

found there is fome fuch thing in them,
yea, they have a witnefs of it within

them, if you make the thing plain and
clear to them what it is.

2. There muft be fuch a refpect un-
to God's known commands, that a man
do not allow peaceably any known ini-

quity to dwell in him; for, ' what fel-
1 lowfhip hath righteoufnefs with un-
:

righteoufnefs? and what communion
; hath light with clarknefs:' 2 Cor. vi.

14. 15. 16. He muft not regard ini-

quity: Pfal. ex*:. 6p ' Then (hall I not
be afhamed, when I have refpect unto

1

all thy commandments. * Pfal. Ixvi.

18. ' If I regard iniquity in my heart,

the Lord will not hear me.
1

N 2 'men
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men may be ignorant of maily com-
mands and many fins, and may ima-
gine in fome cafes, that fome fins

are not hateful unto God; but fuppo-
iing that they are inftrudted in thefe

tilings, there can be no agreement be-

tween righteoufnefs and unrighteouf-

iiefs.

3. Men muft point towards all the

law of God in their honell refolutions;

for this is nothing elfe than to give up
the heart unto God, to put his law in

it without exception, which is a part of

the covenant we are to make with God,
Heb. viii. 1 o.

4 This is the covenant that
i

I will make wTith the houfe of Ifrael—

*

* I will put my laws into their mind,
* and write them in their hearts/ I

grant many know not how to point to-

wards God's law in all their ways; but

if it b$ made manifeft unto them how
that Ihould be done, they will point at

it. And it is true, they will many
times fail of their refolutions in their

practice; yet when they have failed,

they can fay, They did refolve other-

wife, and will yet honeftly, and ^with-

out guile, refolve to do otherwife, and
it will prove their affliction to have fail-

ed of their refolution, when the Lord
difcovereth
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difcovereth it to them, v, /ill

do in due time.

4. When we are to judge of cur Hate

by the new creature, we muft do it

a convenient time, when we are in good
cafe, at lead nor wl c are in the

worft cafe; for the ilelh and Spirit: do
luft and 1. ft other, Gal. v. 17.

and fomecimes the c ad fbooue

the other dodi prevail. Now I fay.

mult choofe a convenient time, when
sal par': fome tempt-

wverpowered by the

, in that cafe, the new crea-

e is rec ack in its ftreams, and
mi :d to the fountain and the

Q fome fmall things not
Slv discernible, whereby it maketh

1 to the fleih, according to the

efaid fcriptore: for, now is it the time
cf winter in the foul, and we

,
not leaves, as in

ly here, left profane

: vantage ot

Spirit ci

(h in a

vl the i aim, ti

ift or h is in

N 3
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whereas the path-way, and ordinary
courfe of the wicked is fin, as is often
hinted in the book of the Proverbs of
Solomon. And if it happen that a god-
ly man be ovcrmaftered by any tranf-

greilion, ordinarily it is his fad exercife

;

and we fuppofe he keeps it ftill in de-

pendency before God, to have it recti-

fied, as David fpeaketh, Pfal. lvi. 13.

Wilt thou not deliver my feet from
4

foiling ?'

CHAP. X.

i be difference betivixt a truly renewed
7Tian rwho is in Chrif, and hypocrites.

eft. A Theifts and hypocrites may
XjL have great changes and

renovation wrought upon them, and in

them, and I fear mine be fuch.

jlnfw. I grant that Atheifts and hy-

pocrites have many things in them,

which do look like the new creature.

1. In regard of the parts of the man,
they may, (1.) Come to much know-
ledge, as Heb. vi. 4. ' They are en-
4

lightened.' (2.) There, may be a reel

amengft their s.Skdions
l
as, they receive

the word with joy, as he thatr received

the feed into ftony places, Matth. xiii.

20.
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20. (3.) They may reach a great deal

of outward reformation in the outward
man, both anent freedom from fin, and
engagement to pofitive duty, as that

Pharifee did, Luke xviii. 11. 12. ' God,
I thank thee, that I am not as other

men are, extortioners, unjuft, adul-

terers, or even as this publican. I faft

twice in the wreek, I give tithes of all

that I poflefs/ Yea, (4.) In regard of

their practical underftanding, they may
judge fome things of God to be excel-

lent; the officers faid, that ' never man
4

fpake as Chrift/ John vii. 46.

2. Hypocrites may have a great deal

of profeffion. (1.) They may talk of

the law and gofpel, and of the cove-

:, as the wicked do, Pfal. 1. 16.

' What haft thou to do to declare my
i

ftatutes, or that thou fhouldft take
4 my covenant in thy mouth y (2.) They
may confefs fin openly to their own

ne, as king Saul did, 1 Sam. xi

21. (3.) They may humble themfelvcs

in fackcloth with Ahab,* 1 Kings xxi.

27. (4.) They may inquire buiily af-

ter duty, and come chearfully to receive

it; If lviii. 2. ' Yet they feek me daily,

and delight to know my ways, as a

I nation that did righteoufnefe, and
' forfbok
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' forfook not the ordinance of their
4 Cod: they afk of me the ordinances of
4

juftice: they take delight in approach-
4 ing to God/ (5.) They may join

with God's intereft in a hard and diffi-

cult time, as Demas, and other hypo-
crites in the book of the Adls of the a-

poftles, who afterwards fell off. (6.) They
may give much of their goods to God
and the faints, as Ananias, A6ts % 1. 2.

if not all their goods, 1 Cor, xiii. 3.
4 Though I bellow all my goods to feed
4

the poor, and have not charity, it pro-
4

fiteth me nothing/ Yea, (7.) It is

not . impoiiible for fome fuch, being

ilraitly engaged . in their credit, to give

their bodies to be burnt, as in the laft

cited place.

3. Hypocrites may advance far in

the common and ordinary fteps of a

Ghriftian work, fuch as the cledl have
when God leads them captive. As,

(1.) They may be under great convic-

tions of fin, as Judas was, Matth. xxvii.

3. 4. 5. So was king Saul often. (2.) They
may tremble at the word of God, and
be under much terror, zs lAix was,

Ads xxiv. 25. (3.) They may rejoice in

receiving of the truth, as he that recei-

ved the feed into ftony places,* -huh.
xiii.
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xiii. 20. (4.) They may be in feme
peace and qi^jet in expectation of falva-

tion by Chrift, as the tbolifh virgins

were, Matth. xxv. (5.) All this may
be backed and followed with fome good
meafure of reformation, as the Pharifee,

Luke xviii. 11. 12. The unclean fpirit

may go out of them, Matth. xii. 43.

(6.) This work may feem to be confirm-

ed by fome fpecial experiences and ta-

ttings of the good word of God, Heb.
vi. 4. 5.

4. Hypocrites may have fome things

very like the faving graces of the Spi-

rit. As, (1.) They may have a fort of

faith, with Simon Magus, Adls viii. 13.

(2.) They may have a fort of repent-

ance, and may wralk mournfully, Mah
iii. j 4. ' What profit is it, that we have
1 walked mournfully before the Lord
4 of hofts?' (3.) They may have a

great fear of God, fach as Balaam had,
who for a houfe full of gold would not
go with the meifengers of Balak, w
out leave afked of God, and given,

Numb. xxii. 10. (4.) They have a fort

of hope, Job xviii. 13.
c The hypocrites

' hope lhall peiiih.' (5.) They have
fome love, ib had Herod to John, Mark
vi, 26. . I need not to infift, it is out of

all
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all queftion they have counterfeits of all

faving graces.

5. They have fomewhat like the fpe-

cial communications of God, and the

witneffing of his Spirit, as ' fomewhat
like ' the powers of the wrorld to come/
powerfully on them, with fome flafhes

of joy arifing thence, as Heb. vi. 4. 5.
' For it is impoffible for thofe who were
\ once enlightened, and have taftcd of
i

the heavenly gift, and were made par-
1 takers of the Holy Ghoft, and have
* tailed the good word of God, and
; the powrers of the world to come y if

' they fhall fall away, to renew them
' again unto repentance.' Notwith-
standing of all which, they are but al-

moft perfuaded with Agrippa to be Chri-

ftians, Adls xxvL 28. It were tedious

to fpeak particularly to each of thefe

things, and to clear it up, that they are

all but rotten ware ; I fhall condefcend

upon fome few things, wrherein a truly

renewed man, who is in Chrift, doth

differ from hypocrites and reprobates.

1. Whatfoever change be in hypo-
crites, yet their heart is not changed and
made new. The new heart is only gi-

ven to the eledt, when they are converted

and brought under the bond of the co-

venant:
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venant: Jer. xxxii. 39.
4

I will give them
M one heart, and one way, that they may
' fear me for evef7 Ezek. xxxvi. 26. ' A
1 new heart will I give you, and a new
c

fpirit will I put within you, and I will
1 take away the ftony heart out of your
4

flefh, and 1 wall give you an heart of
4

flelh/ Hypocrites did never apprehend

Chrift as the only fatisfying good in all

the world, for which with joy they would
quit all ; for then the kingdom of God
were entered into them, Matth. xiii. 44.
4 The kingdom of heaven is like unto
4
treafure hid in a field; the which when

4
a man hath found, he hideth, and for

4 joy thereof goeth and felleth all that
4 he hath, and buyeth that field/ The
truly renewed man dare and can upon
good ground fiy, and hath a teftimony

of it from on high, that his heart hath

been changed in taking up of Chrift,

and hath been led out after him, as the

only enriching treafure, in whom to be

found he accounteth all things elfe lofs

and dung, Phil. iii. 8. 9.

2. Whatfoever reformation or profef-

fion hypocrites do attain unto ; as it Co-

meth not from a new heart, and pure

principle cf zeal for God, fo it is always

for fome wicked and by-end, as to be

iccn
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feen of men, Matth. vi. 5. or to evite

and fhun fome outward firait, to be free

of God's wrath and the trouble of their

own confcience, If. lviii. 3.
i Wherefore

have we failed, fay they, and thou
feeft not ? wherefore have we afflidled

our foul, and thou takeft no know-
ledge?' Mai. iii. 14.

4 What profit is

it, that we have kept his ordinance,

and that we have walked mournfully
before the Lord of hofls?' In teflimony

of this, they never have refpecSl to all

known commands, elfe they fhould never

be afhamed, Pfal. cxix. 6. : nor do they

without approven guile in their own
heart, refolve againfl every known ini-

quity, elfe they were freed of heart-con-

demnings, and fo might juflly have con-

fidence before God, 1 John ii. 21. 22. If

in never fo mean a cafe, they did, from
a principle of love unto, and of zeal for

Chiift, and for a right end, confefs and
profefs him, Chrift were obliged by his

own word to-confefs them before his Fa-

ther, Matth, x. 32.

3. Whatfoever length hypocrites ad-

vance in that work, by which people

are led in unto Chrift, yet they never

feek firfl the kingdom of God and his

rightcoufnefs, Matth. vi. 33. The one

thing
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thing that is necefTary, viz. Chrift's

friendfhip and fellowfhip, is never their

one thing and heart-fatisfying choice,

elfe that better part would never be

taken from them, Luke x. 42.

4. Whatfoever counterfeits of grace

are in hypocrites, yet they are all bred

there, without any faving work of the

Spirit of Chrift ; and it is enough to ex-

clude them from the benefit of this

mark, that they are never denied to

thefe things, nor emptied of them, but
ftill do reit on them as their faviour, fo

that they fubmit not unto the righteouf-

nefs of God, Rom. x. 3. And that is

enough to keep them at a diftance from
Chrift, who will never clout that old

garment of hypocrites with his fine new
linen, nor put his new wine in thefe old

bottles, Matth. ix. 16. 17.

5. We may fay, let hypocrites, repro-

bates, or Atheiits have what they can,

they want the three great eflentials of
religion and true Chriltianity. (1.) They
are not broken in themfelves, and emp-
tied even of their righteoufnefs, the

length of felf-lothing, yet lving open
for relief. Such loft ones Chrift came to

fe k and fave, Luke xix. 10. (2.) They
never took up Chrift Jefus as the only

O iiire
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treafure and jewel that can only enrich,

and fhould fatisfy ; and therefore have
never cordially agreed unto God's de-

vice in the covenant, and fo are not

worthy of him ; neither hath the king-

dom of God favingly entered into their

heart, Matth. xiii. 44. ' The kingdom
6 of heaven is like unto treafure hid in
4
a field; the which when a man hath

* found, he hideth, and for joy thereof
* felleth all that he hath, and buyeth
c
that field/ (3.) They never in earnefl

do clofe with Chrifh's whole yoke with-

out exception, judging all his will, juft

and good, holy and fpiritual, as Rom.
vii. 12. And therefore no reft allowed

on them by Chrift: Matth. xi. 29. ' Take
' my yoke upon you, and ye fhall find
c

reft unto your fouls.' Therefore, who-
foever thou art, who can lay clear and
juft claim to thefe three forefaid things,

thou art beyond the reach of all Atheifts,

hypocrites, and reprobates in the world,

as having anfwered the great ends and
intents of the law and gofpel.

Objett. I am clear fometimes, I think,

to lay claim to that mark of the new
creature, yet at other times fin doth fo

prevail over me, that I am made to que-:

ftion all the work within mc.
Anfw.
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j4nfw. It is much to be lamented, that

people profefling his name, fhould be fo

ilaited and enflaved by tranfgreflion, as

maijy are. Yet in an anfwer to the ob-

jecpon, if it be ferioufly proponed, we
fay, The faints are found in fcripture

juftly laying claim unto God and his

covenant, when iniquity did prevail o-

ver them, as we find, Pial. Ixv. 3. ' Ini-
g quities prevail againft me; as for our
* tranfgreffions, thou fhalt purge them
1 away.' Rom. vii. 23. 25. Paul thanks

God through Chrift, when a law in his

members leads him captive unto fin.

But for the better underftanding, and
fkfe application, of fuch truths, we mufl
difference between grofs outbreakings,

and ordinary infirmities or heart-ills, or

fins that come unawares upon a man,
without forethought or any deliberation.

As for the former fort, it is hard for a

man, whilft he is under the power of

them, to fee his gracious change, al-

though it be in him ; and very hard to

draw any comfort from it, until the man
be in fome meafure recovered, and be-

gin feriouily to refent fuch fins, and to

refolve againlt them. We find David
calling himfelf God's fervant, quickly

after his numbering ofG od s people ; but

O 2 he
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he was then under the ferious refent-

ment of his fin, 2 Sam. xxiv. 1 o. Jonah
laycth claim to God as his mafter under
his rebellion; but he is then ruing it,

and in a fpirit of revenge againfl him-
felf for his fin, Jonah i. 9. 10. 12. Next,

as for thefe fins of infirmity, and daily

incurfion and heart-ills, fuch as thofe

whereof Paul doth complain, it is like,

were

;

We Aia.ll draw out fome things from
that feventh chapter to the Romans,
whereupon Paul maintains his intereft

in ChriA, and if you can apply them, it

is well. ( 1 .) When Paul.findeth that he
doth much fail, and cannot reach con-

formity to God's law, he doth not blame
the law, as being too Arid:, fo as men
cannot keep it, as hypocrites ufe to

ipeak ; but he doth blame himfelf as be-

ing carnal; and he faith of the law,

that it is good, holy, andfpiritual, Rom.
vii. 12.14. (2.) He can fay, he failed of

a good which he intended, and did out-

Ihoot himfelf, and he had often honefi-

ly refolved againA the evil which he fell

into, Rom. vii. 15. 18. 19. (3.) He faith

that the prevailing of fin over him is his

exercife, fo as he judgeth himfelf wretch-

ed becaufe of fuch a body of death, from
which
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which he longeth to be delivered, Rom,
vii. 24. (4.) He faith, that whilfl he is

under the power and law of fin, there

is fomewhat in the bottom of his heart

oppofing it, although overmaftered by
it, which would be another way ; and
when that gets the upper hand, it is a
delightfome thing, Rom. vii. 22. 25.

Upon thefe things he ' thanks God in
' Chrift,' that

i

there is no condemna-
1 tion/ Rom. vii. 25. and viii. 1. Now
then look if you can lay claim to thefe

* things. (1.) If you do blame yourfelf,

and approve the law, whilfl you faiL

.) If you can fay, that you do ofcen

refolve againft fin honeftly, and without
known guile ; and do fo refolve the con-
trary good before the evil break in upon
you. (3.) If you can fay, that you are

fo far exercifed with your failings, as to

judge yourfelf wretched becaufe pf fucli

things, and a body of death which is the

root and fountain of fuch things. (4.) If

you can fay, that there is a party with-
in you oppofing thefe evils, which would'
be at the right way, and, as it were, is in

its element when it is in God's way, it is

well. Only be advifed not to take 1

until in fome good meafure you be rid

of the ground of this objection, or

O 3 k;
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leaft, until you can rery clearly fay, You
are waging war with thefe things. Now,
a good help againft the prevailing power
of fin, is, to cleave clofe to Chrift Jefus

by faith, which as it is a defirable part

of fandtification, and a notable piece of
conformity to God's will, and mod fub-

fervient unto his defign in the gbfpel, Gal.

ii. 20. 21. ' The life which I now live in
1 the flefh, I live by the faith of the Son
~\ of God, who loved me, and gave him-
c

felf for me. I do not fruftrate the
• grace of God:' and fo fhould be much
endeavoured by people, as a work plea-

ling unto God, John vi. 29. ' This is
c
the work of God, that ye believe on

' him whom he hath fent :' fo it is the

ready way to draw life and fap from
Chrift the blefled root, for fruitfulnefs

in all cafes, as John xv. 4. 5. ' Abide in
' me, and I in you. As the branch can-
d not bear fruit of itfelf, except it abide
* in the vine ; no more can ye, except ye
4 abide in me. I am the vine, ye are
1

the branches : He that abideth in me,
4 and 1 in him, the fame bringeth forth
1 much fruit : for without me ye can d,o
; nothing/

CHAP.
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CHAP. XI.

Of the fpecial communications of God, and

the fingular gracious operations of his

Spirit.

Object. T Do not partake of thefe fpe-

X cial communications of God,
mentioned in the fcripture, and actings

and outgoings of his Spirit, thereof
gracious people often are fpeaking, and
whereunto they attain ; the want of thefe

things maketh me much fufpecft my
ftate.

Slnfw. I fhall fhortly hint fome of

thefe excellent communications, and I

hope, upon a right difcovery of them,
there will be but fmall ground found for

the jealous complaints of many gracious

people.

/ irji, (Befide thefe convictions of the

Spirit of God, which ufe to ufhcr ChrifVs

way unto the fouls of men, and thefe

alio which afterwards do ordinarily at-

tend them), There is a feed of the Spirit

of God fpoken of in fcripture, the prin-

cipal thing whereof is the fiinclifying

work of the Holy Ghoft, imprinting the

draughts and lineaments ofGod's image
and revealed will upon a man, as a

1'

or
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or lignet doth leave an impreflion and
ftamp of its likenefs upon the thing feal-

ed. So it is, 2 Tim. ii. 1 9. ' The foun-
' dation of God ftandeth fure, having
1

this feal, The Lord knoweth them that
' are his. And, Let every one that
' nameth the name ofChrift, depart from
' iniquity/ And thus I conceive the feal

to be called a witnefs, 1 John v. 1 o.
i He

' that believeth hath the witnefs in him-
i

felf ;' that is, the grounds upon which
an intereft in Chrift is to be made out

and proved, are in every believer; for

he -hath fomewhat of the fandlifying

work of God's Spirit in him, which is a

fure, although not always a clear and
ffianifeft witnefs.

Secondly, There is communion with God,
much talked of among Chriftians, where-

by they underftand the fenfible prefence

of God refreshing the foul exceedingly.

But if we fpeak properly, communion
with God is a mutual intereft between

God and a man, who hath clofed with

him in Chrift. It is a commonnefs, or

a common intereft between God and a

man; not only is a man interefted in

God himfelf, but in all that is the Lord's

;

fo the Lord hath a fpecial intereft in the

man, and alfo all that belongs to him.

There
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There is a communion between hus-

band and wife, whereby they have a

fpecial intereft in others perfons, goods,

gear, and concernments; fo is it here:

there is fuch a communion with Cod, he

is our God, and all things are ours, be-

caufe he is ours. This communion with

God all true believers have at all times,

as we fhall fhew afterwards. I grant

there is an actual improvement of that

communion, whereby men do boldly

meddle with any thing that belongs unto

God, and do meddle with himfelf, as

their own, with much homeiinefs and
familiarity, efpecially in worfhip, when
the foul doth converfe with a living God,
partaking of the divine nature, growing
like unto him, and fweetly travelling

through his attributes, and with fome
confidence of intereft, viewing thefe

things as the man's own goods and gear:

this we call communion with God in

ordinances. This indeed is not fa ordi-

narily nor frequently made out to men,
and all his people do not equally par-

take of it ; and it is true, that what is in

God, goeth not out for the behoof of
the man to his apprehenfion equally at

all times, yet certainly communion with
God, properly fo called, viz. that com-

monnclL
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monnefs of intereft between God and a

man who is favingly in covenant with
him, doth always ftand firm and fure

;

and fo much of communion with God
in ordinances have all believers, as that

their heart converfeth with a living God
there, now and then, and is infome mea-
fure changed into that fame image ; and
there needeth be no doubt about any fur-

ther in it.

Thirdly, There is a thing which is

called fellouu/hip with God, often mis-

taken alfo amongft believers. If by fel-

lowfhip be meant the walking in our du-

ty as in the fight of a living God, who
feeth and heareth us, and is witnefs to

all our carriage, it is a thing common
unto all gracious men ; they all have it

habitually, and in defign, Pfal. xvi. 8.

' I have fet the Lord always before me/
Yea, and often they have it adlually in

exercife, when their fpirit is in any good
frame; they walk as if they faw God
Handing by them, and have fome thoughts

of his favour through Chrift: ' Truly our
' fellowfliip is with the Father, and with
' his Son Jefus Chrift/ i John i. 3. If

we by fellowfliip do mean a fweet, re-

frefhing, familiar, fenfible converfing

with God, which doth delight and re-

frefh
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frefli the foul, befide what the con-

fcience of duty doth ; it is then a walk-

ing in the light of his countenance, and

a good part of fenfible prefence : and
although it feemeth Enoch had much of

it, whilft it is faid, ' He walked with
' God,' Gen. v. 24. ;

yet it is not fo.or-

dinary as the former, nor fo common to

all Ghriftians ; for here the foul is filled

as with marrow and fatnefs, following

hard after its guide, and fingularly up-

held by his right hand, Pfal. lxiii. 5. 8.

* My foul fhall be fatisfied as with mar-
1 row and fatnefs ; and my mouth fhall

* praife thee with joyful lips. My foul
** followeth hard after thee; thy right
6 hand upholdeth me.'

Fourthly, There is a thing which is

called accefs unto God ; and this I take

to be the removing of obftructions out

of the way between a man and God, lb

as the man is admitted to come near.

We are faid to have accefs to a great per-

fon, when doors are cafl open, guards re-

moved from about him, and we admit-

ted to come clofe at him ; fo it is here.

Now, this accefs, in fcripture, is fome-
times taken for Chrift's preparing of the

, the removing ofenmity betweenG od
and finners, fo as men now have a patent

way
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way to come unto God through Chrifl

;

Eph. ii. 1 8. ' For through him we both
' have an accefs by one Spirit unto the
1 Father/ Sometimes it is taken for the

adlual improvement of that accefs pur-

chafed by Chrifl, when a man finds all

obftrucftions and differences, which do
ordinarily fall in between him and God,
removed: God is not uncouth to him,

nor as a flranger, keeping up himfelf

from him, or frowning on him, but the

man is admitted to come even to his

feat, as Job xxiii. 3. Of the want
of this doth Job complain, chap,

xxiii. 8. 9. whilft he faith, ' I go for-

' ward, backward, to the right and left

- hand, and I find him not/ The firfl

fort of accefs is common to all believers;

they are brought near by the blood of

the covenant, and are no more far off,

as the deadly enmity between God and
them is removed. But accefs in the o-

ther fenfe is difpenfed more according

to the Lord's abfolute fovereignty and

. pleafure, and it is left in the power of

believers to obftruct it unto themfelves,

until it pleafe the Lord mercifully and
freely to grant it unto them again ; fo

it is up and down, and there needs be

no queftion as to a man's ftate about it.

Fifthly,
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Fifthly, There is a thing called hbcr-

before God; and this properly is free-

dom, or free fpeaking unto God. Many-

do much queflion their ftate, becaufe

of the want of this now and then, fince

the fcripture hath faid, Where the Spirit
6

is, there is liberty/ 2 Cor. iii. 17. But
they do unjuftly confine that liberty

fpoken of there, unto this free fpeaking

before God. I grant where the Spirit

of the Lord doth favingly difcover

God's will in the fcriptures to a man,
there is liberty from any obligation to

the ceremonial law, and from the con-

demning power of the moral law, and
from much of that grofs darknefs and

lorance which is on natural hearts

a vail hiding Chrift in the gofpel fob

them. I grant alio, that fornetimes, e-

ven this liberty which is a free commu-
ning with God, and ordering of our caufe

before him, and filling of our mouth with
arguments, Job xxiii. 4. is granted to the

godly, but not as liberty 1 in the

former fenfes. Although the Lord hath
obi* m&lf to pour out the Spirit of
prayer upon all the houfe of i in

fome meafure, Zcch. xii. 10.; yet t;

communication of the Spirit, which v

P



I7'0 The Trial of a favhig

call liberty, or free fpeaking unto God,
dependeth much on the Lord's abfolute

pleafure, when, and in what meafure,

to allow it. This liberty, which we call

freedom or free fpeaking with God in

prayer, is fometimes much abftracfted

from any great confidence in the time of

prayer, at leaft, until it draw towards

theclofeof it; it ftandeth much in a viva-

city of the underftanding to take up the

cafe which a man is to fpeak before God,
fo as he can order his caufe : and next,

there be words, or verbal expreffions,

elegant, fuitable, and very emphatical,

or powerful and pithy. There is alfo

joined a fervency of fpirit in prayer,

whereof the fcripture fpeaketh ; the foul

is hot and bended, and very intent.

There is alfo ordinarily in this liberty,

a fpecial melting of the heart often join-

ed with a great meafure of the Spirit of

grace and fupplication, Zech. xii. i o. So

the foul is poured out before God as for

&firjl-born. Such is the liberty which,

many faints get before God, whilft in

much bpokennels of heart and fervency

of fpirit they are admitted to fpeak their

mind fully to God, as a living God, no-

ticing (at leaft) their prayer. Sometimes

this liberty is joined with confidence,

and
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atid then it is not only a free, but alfo a

bold fpeaking before God. It is that

bohinefs with t ice, Eph. iii. 12. ' In

t whom we have boldnefs and accefs with
6 confidence by the faith of him/ This li

more rarely imparted unto men th

the former, yet it is ordinary: it ha

in it, beiide what we fpake before, fo

influence of the Spirit upon faith, iv

king it put out fome vigorous acting in

prayer. There is a fweet mournful
frame of fpirit, by which a man pour-

eth out his heart in God's bofom, and
with fome confidence of his favour and
good will, pleadeth his caufc before him
as a living God; and this is all the fen-

fible prefence that many faints do attain

unto. There is no ground of doubt a-

it a man's ftate, in the point' of li-

berty before God, in this Lift fenfe, be-

caufe there is nothing efiential to the

making up of a gracious date he;

fome have it, fonle want it; fome have
at fome

: it is much up and down
; yet I

may fay, gracious men may do much,
by a very ordinary influence, contribu-
ting towards ..ining and retaining,

or : ; of fuch a frame of fpirit,

thing called h

P 2
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ence or breathing of the Spirit. This gra-

cious influence, for of fuch only do I

now fpeak, is either ordinary, and this

is the operations of the Holy Spirit on
the foul, and the habits of grace there,

whereby they are flill kept alive, and in

fome exercife and a6Ung, although not

very difcernible. This influence, I con-

ceive, doth always attend believers, and
is that keeping and watering night and

day, and every moment, promifed, If.

xxvii. 3. Or, this influence is more lin-

gular and fpecial, and is that fame to a

gracious, although a withered foul, as

ike ivind and breath to the dry bones,

putting them in good cafe, Ezek. xxxvii.

9. 1 o. ; and as the dew or rain to the

grafs, or newly mown field and parched

ground, Pfal. lxxii. 6. Such influence is

meant, Cant. iv. 1 6. by the blowing of

the fouth-wind, making thefpices to flow

out.- When the Spirit moveth thus, there

is an edge put upon the graces of God
in the foul, and they are made to act

more vigoroufly. This is the enlarging

of the heart, by which a man doth run

in the ways of God, Pfal. cxix. 32. This

influence is more difcernible than the

former, and not fo ordinarily commu-
nicated. Alfo here, fometimes the wind

bloweth
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bloweth more upon one grace, and
fometimes more difcernibly upon ano-

ther, and often upon many of the graces

together; and according to the leffer or

greater meafure of this influence, the

foul acteth more or lefs vigorouily to-

wards God: and flnce faith is a created

grace in the foul, this influence of the

Spirit is upon it, fometimes lefs, fome-

times more, and accordingly is the aflu-

rance of faith final. 1 or great.

Seventhly, There is the hearing of
prayer, often fpoken of in fcripture;

and many vex themfelves about it, al-

ledging that they know nothing of it

experimentally. I grant there is a fa-

vourable hearing of prayer; but we mult
remember it is twofold. Either, (1.) It:

is fuch as a man is fimply to believe by
way of argument on fcriptural ground
as, if I be fled unto Chrift, and do ap-

proach unto God in him, pray a

ing to his will, not regarding ini

in my heart, ing faith a

thing I pray for, abfolutely or condi-

tionally, according to the nature

thing and prom lies anent it ; I a

liged to believe that God heareth n

prayer, and will give what is good,

cording to thele icriptures, John 2

p o , ,

1 j
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13. 14. ' Whatfoever ye afk in my
name, I will do it.' 1 John v. 14.

This is our confidence, that whatfo-
ever we afk according to his will, he

f heareth us.
1 Mark xi. 24. ' Believe

1

that ye receive, and ye Avail have
' what ye defire/ Pfal. Ixvi. 1 8. ' If I

regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord
will not hear:' then, if I regard not

iniquity, I may believe that he doth
hear me. Or, (2.) A man doth feniibly

perceive that God heareth his prayer;

it is made out to his heart, without
any fyllogiftical deduction. Such a

hearing of prayer got Kannah, 1 Sam.
L 18. ' Her countenance was no more
' Hid.' Surely the Lord did breathe upon
her faith, and made her believe that fhe

was heard: fhe could not make it out

by any argument ; for flie had not

grounds whereupon to build the pre-

mifles of the argument, according to

fcVipture, in that particular: God did

flamp it fome way upon her heart fen-

iibly, and fo made her believe it.

This is but rarely granted, efpecially

in cafes clearly declucible in fcripture

;

efore people are much to be fatif-

in exercifing their faith about the

r, and ought to leave it to God to

give
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give of this latter what he pleafeth. A
ai's gracious ftate ihould not be

brought upon debate, upon the account

of fach hearing of prayer.

Eighthly', There is ajjurance of God's

favour by the witneffing of our own fpi-

rits ; which affurance is deduced by way
or argument fyllogiftically, thus: AVhofo-

cver believeth on Chrift (hall never perifh:

but I do believe on Chrift ; therefore I

ihall never perilh. Whofo hath refpect

unto all Gods commandments, fhall ne-

ver be afhamed: but I have refpect unto
all his commands ; therefore I lhall ne-

ver be afhamed. I fay, by reafbning thus,

and comparing fpiritual things with fpi-

ritual things, a man may attain unto a

good certainty of his gracious ftate. It

is fuppofed, 1 John iii. 18. 19. that by
loving the brethren in deed and in truth,

adure our hearts before God:
and that a man may rejoice upon the

teftimony of a good confeience, 2 Cor. i.

1 2.; a man may have confidence towards
God, if his heart do not condemn him,
f John iii. 21. We may then attai

unto fome aflurance, although not full

aflutance, by the witnefs of our own
its. I do not deny, that in th

witnefting of our fpirits towards aiili-

Qce,
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ratice, there k fome concurrence of the

Spirit of God: but I conceive, there need-

eth but a very ordinary influence, without
which we can do nothing. Now, this

aflurance, fuch as it is, may be reached

by intelligent believers, who keep a good
confeience in their walk. So I hope,

there needs be no debate about it, as

to a man's gracious ftate; for if a man
will clear himfelf of heart-eondemnings^

he will fpeedily reach this affurance.

Ninthly, There is a ivitnejjing of God's

Spirit , mentioned, Rom. viii. 16. ' bear-
' ing witnefs with our fpirit, that we
4
are the children of God.' This ope-

ration of the Spirit is beft underftood, if

we produce any fyllogifm by which our

fpirit doth witnefs our fonfhip ; as for

ample, Whofoever loveth the brethren,

is palfed from death to life, and confe-

quently is in Chrift : but I love the

brethren ; therefore I am palfed from
death to life. Here there is a threefold

operation of the Spirit, or three opera-

tions rather,: the firft is a beam of di-

vine light upon the firft proportion, per-

fuading the divine authority of it, as the

word of God. The Spirit of the Lord

muft witnefs the divinity of the fcrip-

ture, and that it is the infallible word
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of God, far beyond all ether arguments

that can be ufed for it. The fecond o-

peration is a glorious beam of light

from the Spirit, ihining upon the fecond

proportion, and fo upon his own graces

in the foul, difcovering them to be true

graces, and fuch as the fcripture calleth

fo. Thus we are faid to
i know by his

i

Spirit the things that are freely given
4 unto usof God,' iCor.ii. 13. The third

operation is in order to the third pro-

portion of the argument, or the conclu-

fion; and this I conceive to be nothing

ellebut an influence upon faith, ftrength-

ening it to draw a conclufion of full af-

furance upon the forefaid premifTes.

Now, (with fubmiflion unto others,

who have greater light in the fcripture,

and more experience of thefe precious

communications), I do conceive the wit-

nefs of the Spirit, or witne/Tmg of it,

which is mentioned, Rom. viii. 16.

' The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with
6 our fpirit, that we are the children of
4 God/ is not that firft operation upon
the firft proportion ; for that operation

is that teftimony of the Spirit, by which
he beareth witnefs to the divinity of the

whole fcripture, and ailerteth the divine

authority of it unto the fouls of gracious

men

:
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men: and fuch an operation may be

upon a truth of fcripture, which doth

not relate to a man's fonfhip or intereft

in Chrift at all. The Spirit may fo fhine

upon any truth, relating to duty, or

any other fundamental truth perfuading

the divinity of it, upon and unto the

foul, and fpeak nothing relating to a

man's intereft in Chrift. Neither is the

third operation of the Spirit, by which
he makes faith boldly draw the conclu-

lion, this witnefling of the Spirit ; for

that operation is nothing elfe but an in-

fluence upon faith, bringing it out to

full aflurance : but that whereupon this

full aflurance is drawn or put out, is

fomewhat deponed and witnefled already.

Therefore I conceive the fecond operation

of the Spirit upon the fecond proportion,

and fo upon the graces in the man, is

that witnefs of God's Spirit, that beam
of divine light Alining upon thofe graces,

whereby they are made very confpicu-

ous to the underftanding: that is the

witnefs, the fhining fo on them is his

witnefling; for only here in this propo-

fition, and in this operation, doth the

Spirit of God prove a co-witnefs with

our fpirit : for the main thing : wherein

the witnefe of our fpirit lieth, is in the

fecond
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ftcond proportion, and fo the Spirit of

God, witnefling with our fpirits, is alfo

in that fame proportion. So thefe two
wdtneffes having deponed and witneffed

one and the fame thing, viz. the truth

and reality of fuch and fuch graces in

the man, which our own fpirit or con-

fcience doth depone, according to its'

knowledge, and the Spirit of the Lord
doth certainly affirm and witnefs to be

fo; there is a fentence drawn forth, and
a conclufion of the man's fonfhip by the'

man's faith, breathed upon by the Spirit

for that effect: and this conclufion bear-

eth the full alTurance of a man's fonfhip,

k may be prefumed, that fome true

faints do not partake of this all their

davs, as Heb. ii. 1 j\ ' And deliver them,
' who through fear of death were all
6
their lifetime fubjecl to bondage.'

Tenthly^ I fpeak with the experience

of many faints, and I hope according to

fcripture, if I fay there is a communica-
tion of the Spirit of God which is let out
to fome of his people fometimcs, that is

fomewhat befide, if not beyond' that
witnelling of a fonfhip fpoken of before.

It is a glorious divine manifellation of
God unto the foul, fhedding abroad
God's love in the heart. It is a thing

better
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better felt than fpoken of. It is no audi-

ble voice, but it is a waff of glory fill-

ing the foul with God, as he is life,

light, love, and liberty, countervailing

that audible voice, ' O man, greatly be-
1 loved/ Dan. x. i 9. putting a man in

a tranfport with this on his heart, ' It
i

is good to be here/ as Matth. xvii. 4.

It is that which went out from Chrifl to

Mary, when he but mentioned her

name, John xx. 1 6.
i

Jefus faith unto
4
her, Mary. She turned herfelf, and

* faith unto him, Rabboni, which is to
1

fay, Mailer/ He had fpoken fome
words to her before, and fhe underflood

not that it wras he; but when he utter-

eth this one word, Mary, there was
fome admirable divine conveyance and
manifeftation made out unto her heart,

by which ftie was fo fatisfyingly filled,

that there was no place for arguing and
difputing whether or no that was' Chrifl,

and if fhe had any interefl in him. That
manifeftation made faith to itfelf, and
did purchafe credit and trufl to itfelf,

and was equivalent with ' Thus faith

^ the Lord/ This is fuch a glance of

glory, that it may in the higheil fenfe

be called, The eaniejr, or firft-fruits, of

the inheritance, Eph. i. 14. for it is a felt

armful
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armful of the holy God, almoft wholly

conforming the man unto his likenefs,

fo fwallowing him up, that he forgetteth

all things except the prefent manifefta-

tion. O how glorious is this manifefta-

tion of the Spirit ! Faith here rifeth to fo

full an affurance, that it refolveth whol-

ly into fenfible embracements of God.
This is the thing which doth befl de-

ferve the title of fenfible prefence, and, it

is like, is not given unto all believers,

fome whereof are all their days under

bondage, and in fear, Heb. ii. 15. But
here love, almoft perfect, caflcth out fear,

1 John iv. 1 8. This is fo abfolutcly let

out upon the Matter's pleafure, and fo

tranfient and patting, or quickly gone
when it is, that no man may bring his

gracious ftate upon debate for want of

Eleventhly, There is a thing we call

peace, about which many do vex them-
fclves. This peace is either anent a

man's ftate, that he is reconciled unto
God by Jefus Chrift; or it is anent his

prefent cafe and condition, that he is

walking fo as approver* of God, at leaft,

fo far as there is no quarrel or contro-

veiiy between God and hin

a ftroke, Both of thefe are either &
(^ in
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in the court of fcripture, and confe-

quently in God's account; or in the
court of a man's own confcience. Peace
anent a man's ftate, as being in Chrift,

is fure in the court of fcripture and of
heaven, when a man doth by faith clofe

with Chrift and the new covenant, Rom,
v. i. ' Being juflified by faith, we have
1 peace with God.' It being fure and
folid in the court of fcripture, it fhould

hold fure in the court of a man's con-

fcience, it being rightly informed; for

in that cafe it ftill fpeaks according to

fcripture. But becaufe often the con-

fcience is miiinformed, and in the dark;

therefore there is often peace anent a

man's ftate acording to fcripture, whilft

his confcience doth threaten the contra-

ry, and doth ftill condemn, and refufeth

to affoil the man, as being reconciled

unto God through Chrift. In this cafe,

the confcience muft be informed, and
the man's gracious ftate made out by the

marks of grace, as we {hewed before:

and here the witnefs of my own fpirit

will do much to allav the crv of the con-

fcience ; and if the Spirit of the Lord

join his witnefs and teftimony, the con-

fcience is perfectly fatisfied, and pro-

claimed peace to the man.
The
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The other peace, anent a man's pre-

sent cafe or condition, viz. that it is ap-

proven of God in a gofpel-fenfe, it may
be wanting, and juftly wanting, although

the peace anent a man's flate be fure.

This peace anent a man's cafe and con-

dition, is either fuchin the court of fcrip-

ture, and this is when a man is not re-

garding iniquity, and refpeding the

commands of God without exception;

then the fcripture faith, He ftands in an
even place, and he needeth fear no fta-

ted quarrel between God and him, in or-

der to a temporary (broke : and when it

is thus, his confcience fhould alfo aflbil

him that fame way, and would do fo-,

if it were rightly informed ; but bccaufe

the confcience is often in the dark, there-

fore a man may be alarmed with evil

in the court of confcience, as if he were
juftly to expect a ftroke from God be-

caufe of his fin, and fome quarrel God
hath at him, although he intend fil

tion for him. This is enough to keep a

man in difquiet, and to inhibit him the

joicing allowed unto him, whilft he is

walking in his integrity: therefore a man
mull here alfo inform his confcience;

and receive no ao ns nor condemn-

Q^3 ings
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ings from it, unlefs it make them clear

by fcripture. At that bar let every man
ftand, both anent his ftate, and his con-

dition or cafe; and let him appeal

from all other courts to that, and not

receive any indictment but conform to*

the truth of God, by which the con-

fcience is to proceed in all things. And
if this were well looked unto, there

would not be fo many groundlefs iufpi-

cions amongft the Lord's people, either

anent their ftate, or their condition, up-

on every thought which entereth their

mind.
Tivelfthly, There is the joy of the Ho-

ly Ghoir ; and this is when the Spirit

doth breathe upon our rejoicing in God,
(which is a grace very little in exercife

with many), and maketh it fet out fen-

iibly and vigoroufly ; and he exciteth and
ftirreth the paffion of joy and of delight

in the foul, fo as there is an unfpeakable

and glorious joy in the foul, in the ap-

prehension of God's friendfhip and near-

nefs unto him, 1 Pet. i. 8. ' In whom
' though now ye fee him not, yet-belie-
6

ving, ye rejoice with joy unfpeakable,
' and full of glory/ This joy followed*

upon peace, and peace followeth righ-

teoufnefs, Rom.xiv. 17. ' The kingdom of
' God
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' God—is righteoufnefs. and peace, and
4 joy in the Holy Ghofl.' This joy-

readily will not fail to be according to

the meafure of the aflurance of faith, as

1 Pet. i. 8. ' In whom believing, ye re-
4

joice:' fo that the removal of miftakes

about other things will allay doubts a-

nent this.

Now, becaufe fome of thefe excellent

communications of the Spirit, after they-

are gone, are brought in queilion as de-

lufions of Satan; for vindication of them,

we fay, that the fpecial operations of

God's Spirit in any high degree, ufual-

ly are communicated to people afeer fuch

brokennefs of fpirit, Pfal. li. 8. ' Make
4 me to hear joy and gladnefs ; that the
4 bones which thou haft broken, may re-
4

joice.' After fo fingular pains in re-

ligious duty, Dan. ix. 3. 21.
4 And I

4

fet my face unto the Lord God to
4
feek by prayer and fupplieations, with

4

fafxing, and fackcloth, and allies. And
4 while i \\ .;s fpeaking, and pra
4 and confeffing my fin,— the man Ga-
4

briel, whom 1 L n in the vifiqn
6

the begi ; caufed to
4

fwifriv, touched me.' Or in time
fuch fu for righteoufnefs, 1 1

iv. 13, 14.
4

Rejoice, in as much
0. 3
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are partakers of Chrift's fufferings;

that when his glory fhall be revealed,

ye may be glad alfo with exceeding

joy. If ye be reproached for the name
of Chrift, happy are ye; for the Spirit

of glory, and of Codrefteth upon you/
Or if they break in as the rain that wait-

eth not for man, then they do fo hum-
ble and abafe the perfon, If. vi, 5. ' Wo
4

is me, for I' am undone, becaufe I am
\ a man of unclean lips ;—for mine eyes
' have feen the King, the Lord of holts.'

And there are found fo many eviden-

ces of grace in the man, Rom. viii. 1 6.
6 The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with
6 our fpirit, that we are the children of
i God.' Or thefe things do fo provoke

unto holinefs, and to have every thing

anfwerable and conform unto thefe mani-

ieftations of God, 2 Tim. ii. 1 9. ' Let
' every one that nameth the name of
i

Chrift, depart from iniquity.' The
perfon under them doth fo lothe all

things beiide God's friendihip and fel-

lowship, Matth. xvii. 4, ' Peter faid un-
1

to Jefus, Lord, it is good for us to be
i

here.' And thefe things do carry on
them and with them fo much authority

and divine fuperfcription, whilft they

in the foul, that afterwards they

may
m
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may appear fufficiently to be ipecial

Communications of God, and fingular

gracious operations of his Spirit, and no

delufions of Satan transforming himfelf

into an angel of light, 2 Cor. xi. \ 4. ; nor

fucii common dallies of the Spirit as

may admit afterwards irrecoverable a-

poftafy from God, Heh. vi. 4. j\ 6.

1 tor it is impoffible for thofe who were
' once enlightened, and have tafted of
4 the heavenly gift, and were made par-
1

takers of the Holy Ghoft, and have
4 tafted the good word of God, and the
4 powers of the world to come; if they
1

ihall fall away, to renew them again
4 unto repentance/

Now then, to conclude this part of

the work that relateth unto trial ; 1 fay

to all thefe who complain of the want
of the precious cudettings of the Spirit,

(1.) Blefs God if you want nothing eiieii-

tial for making out of a faving intercft

in Chrift. God hath given unto }cu
Chrift Jeflis, the greateft gift he had;

and fince your heart is fhapen out for

him, he will with him give you all

things that are good for you in their

aifon. (2.) I do believe, upon a ri

•Teh and tried, after you have 1

flood the communications of the Spirit,

you
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you are not fo great a ftranger to many
things as you did flifpe6l yourfelf to be.

But, ? 3.) Remember the promifes of life,

and of pr^ace with God, are no where
in fcripture made unto thefe fpecial

things whereof you alledge the want:
the promifes are made unto faith, fol-

lowed with holinefs; and it may be pre-

fumed, that many heirs cf glory do not

in this life partake of fome of thefe

tilings, but are in bondage all their days

through fear of death, .Heb. ii. 15. So
that there fhould be no miitake about
thefe things; we may feek after them,.

but God is free to give or with-hold

them. (4.) Many do feek after fuch ma-
nifestations before they give credit by
faith unto God's word. He hath borne

record that there is life enough for men
in Chrift Jefus; and if men would by
believing fet to their feal that God is

true, they lhould partake of more of

thefe excellent things. (5.) I may fay,

many have not honourable apprehen-

fions and thoughts of the Spirit of God,
whofe proper work it is to put out the

forefaid noble operations. They do not
j

adore him as God, but vex, grieve,

quench, and refill him.; and many
people complaining of the want of thefe

things,
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things, are not at the pains to feek the

Spirit in his outgoings, and few do let

themfelves apart for fuch precious re-

ceipts : therefore be at more pains in re-

ligion, give more credit to his word,

and efteem more highly of the Spirit

of God, and fo you may find more of

thefe excellent things.

PART



PART II.

How to attain unto a Saving In-

terefl in Christ.

HAVING, in the former part of

this treatife, put every man's
ftate to trial, it now remains, that in

this following part, we give advice to

thofe, who neither can, nor dare lay claim

to the marks formerly mentioned.

Quest, tl. Whatfhall they do <who want
the marks of a true and Jawing intereji

in Chrift, already Jpoken oj, and nei-

ther can, nor dare pretend unto them ?

Answ. If men mifs in thenafelves the

marks ofa faving intereft in Chrifl, fpoken

of before, then it is their duty, and of

all that hear this gofpel, ' perfonally and
' heartily to clofe with God's device of
1 faving finners by Chrift Jefus,' and this

ihall fecure their ftate.

CHAP.
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CHAP. I.

Some things premifed for the information

of thofe ivho are more ignorant.

FOR the better underftanding of

this, we fhall premife fome things

for information of thofe who are more
ignorant, and then fpeak more directly

to the thing. As for the things to be

premifed:

1. The Lord did at the beginning,

out of his bounty, make a covenant

with man in Adam, Gen. ii. 16. 17.;

and did enable man to abide in that

covenant, Eccl. vii. 29. ' God hath
* made man upright :' but man, by
eating of that forbidden fruit, Gen. iii.

did break that covenant, Hof. vi. 7.

They like Adam have tranfgrelfed the

covenant/ and made it void for ever,

Rom. iii. 20. ' By the deeds of the

law, there fhall no flelh be juftified

in his fight;
1

and involved himfelf

into all milery thereby, Rom. v. 1 z.

As by one man fin entered into the

world, and death by fin ; and fo death

fed upon all men, for that all have

finnv

2. The Lord did moft freely, from
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everlafting, purpofe and intend to fave

men another way, viz. by Chrift Jefus,

and the covenant of grace; in which
he intended reconcilement with the e-

lecfl through Chrift Jefus, God and man,
born of a woman in due time, to

make this agreement effectual. And
this device of fatisfying his own juftice,

and faving of the eledl by Chrift, he
did at firft intimate to our parents in

paradife, Gen. iii. 15. where he faith,

that
4 the feed of the woman fhall

\ bruife the ferpent's head/ And the

Lord hath in all generations made this

known to his church.

3. The Lord hath in all ages cove-

nanted to be tire reconciled God of all

thefe, who, by their fubjedtion to his

ordinances, did profefs their fatisfadtion.

with this device, and oblige them-
felves to acquiefce in the fame, and
to feek falvation by Chrift Jefus, as

God doth offer him in the gofpel: fo

all the people of Ifrael are called the

Lord's people, and are faid to
4 avouch

1 him to be their God/ and he doth
' avouch them to be his people,' Exod.

xix. 5. 8. Deut. xxvi. 17. 18. Yea, the

Lord doth alfo engage himfelf to be

the God of the feed and children of

thofe
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thofe who do fo fubject to his ordi-

nances. The covenant is faid to be
4 made between God and all the people,
1 young and old, prefent and not pre-

\ fent that day/ Deut. xxix. 1 o. 1 1 .

—

1$. And all are appointed to come un-

der fome feal of that covenant, as was
enjoined to Abraham, Gen. xvii. 10.

Not only was it fb in the Old Tefta-

ment, but it is fo in the New Tefta-

ment alfo : the Lord makes offer of

himfelf to be our God in Chrift Jefus;

and the people profeffing their fatif-

faclion in that offer, and in teftimony

thereof fubjecting themfelves unto, the

ordinances, they are reckoned a cove-

nanted people, and are joined unto
his church in thoufands, receiving a

feal of the covenant, without any
further particular previous trial, Acls
ii. 38.—41. ' Then Peter faid unto
4 them, Repent, and be baptized every
' one of you, in the name of Jefus

! Chrift, for the remifhon of fins.

—

* Then they that gladly received the
' word, were baptized: and the fame
I day there were added unto them a-
; bout three thouland fouls.'

4. Many do deal treacheroufly with
God in this covenant, Pfal. lxxviii. 36.

R
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37.
c Neverthelefs, they did flatter him

:
with their mouth, and they lied unto

€ him with their tongues : for their heart
' was not right with him, neither were
i they ftedfaft in his covenant.' And
although they profefs their eflimation

of Chrift the Saviour, and their heart-

fatisfacftion with that device of faving

finners by him, and having the image
of God reftored by him in them; yet

their heart is not right with God, and
they do content themfelves with an
empty title, of being in a fealed cove-

nant with God, John viii. 39.
4 Abra-

' ham is our father/ fay they. For al-

though the Lord obligeth every man, who
profeiTeth his fatisfa<5iion with Chrifl

Jefus the devifed ranfom, to be cordial

and fincere herein ; and only to thefe

who are fo, doth he make out the fpi-

ritual promifes of the covenant, they

only "being privileged to be the fbns

of God, who do really receive Chrift,

John i. 12.; yet the Lord doth permit

many to profefs their clofing with him
in Chrift, both in the Old and New
Teftament, whilft their heart is not

engaged; and he doth admit them to

be members of his church, granting

unto them the ufe of ordinances, and
juany



Tntereji in Christ. 19^

many other external mercies and pri-

vileges denied unto the Heathen, wh6
are not in covenant with him.

5, Although the great part of people

do foolilhly fancy, that they have clofed

with God in Chrift Jefus fmcerely and
heartily, or at leaft, they do, without

any ground or warrant, promife a new
heart to themfelves before they depart

this life; yet there be but very few
who do really and cordially clofe with
God in Chrift Jefus as he is offered in

the gofpel; and fo there be but very

few faved, as is clear, Matth. vii. 14.
• Strait is the gate, and narrow is the
i way which leadeth unto life, and few
1 there be who find it.' Matth. xx.

16.
4 Many are called, but few are

* chofen.' If people would believe this,

it might help to alarm them.
6. Although none at all do cordr-

ally clofe with God in Chrift Jefus,

aad acquiefce in that ranfom found
oat by God, except only fuch as are

elected, Rom. xi. 7. ' But the election
1 hath obtained it, and the reft were
4 blinded/ and whofe hearts the Lord
doth fovereignly determine to that
bleflfed choice, John vi. 44.

4 No man
4

can come to me, except the Father

R 2 hick
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1 which hath fent me, draw him;' yet

the Lord hath left it as a duty upon
people who hear this gofpel, to clofe

with his offer of falvation through
Chrift Jefus, as if it were in their power
to do it: and the Lord,, through thefe

commands and exhortations, wherein
he obligeth men to the thing, doth

convey life and ftrength to the elect,

and doth therein convey the new heart

unto them, which pointeth kindly to-

wards this new device of faving fin-

ners, and towards Chrift in his cove-

nant-relations ; or, it is the Lord's mind
in thefe commands and invitations, to

put people on fome duty, with which
he ufeth to concur for accomplifhing

that bufinefs between him and them

:

ib then, it is a coming on our part,

and yet a drawing on his part, John
vi. 44. ; it is a drawing on his part, and

a running on our part, Cant. i. 4.; it

is an approaching on our part, and

yet a choofing and caufing to approach

on his part, Pfal. lxv. 4. ; it is a belie-

ving, or receiving on our part, John L

12. and yet it is given us to believe^

Phil. i. 29.
CHAP.
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CHAP. IL

What it is to clofe zvitb God's device effa-

cing finners by Chrift Jefus, and that it

is a neceffary duty.

HAving premifed thefe things, I fayr

if men mifs in themielves the

marks of a faving intereft in Chrift, fpo-

ken of in the former part of the treatife;

then, for fecuring their ftate, they are

obliged with all diligence perfbnally and
heartily to accept of, and clofe with
God's device of faving finners by Chrift

Jefus, held out in the gofpel.

In handling of this, we (hall, I. Shew
what it is to accept of, and clofe with
that noble invention. II. We ihall fhew
that it is the neceffary duty of thofe

who would be in favour with God, and
fecure their fouls. III. What is pre-

viously required of thofe who perform
this duty. IV. What are the qualifi-

cations and properties of this duty, if

rightly managed. V. What be the

native confequences of it, if it be per-

formed aright.

I. As for the ftft, What it is to clofe

with God's device of fa by
Chrift Jefus, held out in the gi

R 3 hei
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here we mud remember, as we fhewed
before, that at firft God willed man to

abide in his favour, by holding faft his

firft integrity in which he was created

;

but man by his tranfgreffion loft God's
favour, made void that covenant of
works, and put himfelf in an utter in-

capacity to regain the Lord's friendfhip

which he had loft by his fin, and to re-

fcue himfelf from the curfe and wrath
now due to him for the fame, or any
way to procure his own falvation: But
the Lord freely hath manifefted another

way of repairing man's loft eftate, viz.

by fending his Son Chrift Jefas in the

flefh, to faiisfy his juftice for the fins of

the eledl, and to reftore in them his i-

mage now defaced, and to bring them
unto glory ; and he hath made open pro-

clamation in the church, that whoever
will lay afide all thoughts of faving

themfelves by the covenant of works, or

inherent righteoufnefs, and will agree

heartily to be faved by Chrift Jefus, they

fhall be reftored to a better condition

than formerly man was in, and fhall be

faved. So then, to clofe with God's

device of faving finners by Chrift Jefus,

is, to quit and forego all thoughts of

help or falvation by our own righteouf-

nefs,
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nefs, and to agree unto this way which

God hath found out ; it is to value and

highly efteem of Chrift Jefus, as the

treafure fufficient to enrich poor man,
and with the heart to believe this re-

cord, that there ib life enough in him
for men; it is to pleafe this invention,

and to acquiefce in it, as the only way
to true happinefs; it is to point towards

this Mediator, as God holdeth him out

in the gofpel, with defire to lay the ftrefs

of our whole ftate on him. This is that

which is called faith or believing, the

receiving of Chrijl, or believing on his

name, John i. 12. This is that believing

en the Lord J ejus Chrift, commanded un-

to the jailor for his fafety, Acfts xvi. $i.

This agreeth to all the defcriptions of

juftifying faith in the fcripture. This
doth anfwer the type of looking to the

brafen ferpent lifted up in the wildernefs,

John iii. 14. 15. And this is fuppofed

in all thefe ordinary actings of faith, to

which promifes are annexed in the fcrip-

ture ; and will be found in all who have
got the new heart from God, and it will

be found in none elfe.

II. As to the fecond thing, viz. That
this is the neceilary duty of all ilich who

would
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would be in favour with God, and fe-

cure their fouls ; it appeareth thus :

i. This clofing with God's device, or

believing in Chrilt, is commanded every

where in fcripture by the Lord, as the

condition of the new covenant, giving
title and right unto all the fpiritual bleff-

ings of the fame; for it is upon the

matter, the receiving of ChrifL This is

commanded, whilft God. bids men come

and buy, that is, impropriate all, by
clofing with that device, If. lv. i . The
iveary are commanded to come unto him
thus, for their rejl, Matth. xi. 28. ' This

\ is his commandment, that we fhould
1
believe on the name of his Son Jefus

' Chrift/ 1 John iii. 23. This is enough
to prove it a duty incumbent. But fur-

ther, it is fuch a duty, as only giveth

title and right to a fonfhip; for, only

they who receive him, are privileged to

be fons, John i. 1 2.
4 But as many as re-

4
ceived him, to them gave he power to

/ become the fons of God, even to them
* that believe on his name.'

2. It appeareth to be the necefTary du-

ty of all, thus. No lefs than this doth

give a meeting unto God, offering him-

felf to be our God in Chrift; and no lefs

than this doth anfwer our profefTion, as

we
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we are in covenant with him, as mem-
bers of his vifible church. The Lord
offereth to be our God in Chrift ; if we
do not clofe with the offer, laying afide

all thoughts of other ways by which we
may attain to happinefs, we give no meet-

ing to him. He faith,
4 This is my be-

4 loved Son, in whom I am wrell pleafed

;

1 hear ye him/ Matth. xvii. 5. If we clofe

not with the offer, we give no anfwer un-

to God. Moreover, we are all
4 baptized

1 in the name of the Lord- Jefus Chrift,
1
for the remiiTion of fins,' Acts ii. 38.

Now, unlefs we clofe with Chrift, as faid

is, we falfify that profeflion; therefore,

iince this is the thing which doth an-

Aver God's offer in the gofpel, and ma-
keth good our profeflion as members of
his church, it is a neceffary duty lying

upon us.

3. Whatfoever a man hath elfe, if he
do not tlius clofe with God's device

anent Chrift Jefus, and do not receive

him, it doth not avail, either as to the

accepting of his perfon, or of his per-

formances, or as to the faving of his

foul. Men are accepted only in Chrift

the beloved, Eph. i. 6. Abel and his

offering are accepted by faith, Heb. xi. 4.

Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe
1 God/
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* God/ Heb. xi. 6. And 4 he that be-!
1 lieveth not, is condemned already, and
4

fhall not fee life, but the wrath ofGod
* abideth on him/ John iii. 18. 36. For
want of this, no external title doth avail;

the children of the kingdom are cafl out

if this be wanting, Matth. viii. 10. ik
12. The people of Ifrael are like other

Heathens, in regard of a gracelefs date,]

lying open to the wrath of God, Jer. ix.
|

25. 26. • Behold, the days come, faith
j

4 the Lord, that I will punifh all them
* which are circumcifed with the uncir-
4 cumcifed, Egypt, and Judah, and Edom
4 —for all thefe nations are uncircum-
4

cifed, and all the houfe of Ifrael are
* uncircumcifed in the heart.' Ifmen do
not believe that he who was flain at Jeru-

falem, who was called Chrifl Jefus, and
witnefled unto by the prophets, and de-

clared to be the Son of God by many
mighty works ; I fay, if men do not be-

lieve that he is the way, and clofe not

with him as the only way, they Ihall

die in their fins, John viii. 24.
4
I faid

* therefore unto you, that ye fhall die
4 in your fins: for if ye believe not that
4

I am he, ye fhall die in your fins.'

We fay then, it is a moft neceflary

duty thus to clofe with Chrift Jefus, as

the
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the blefled relief appointed for finners.

Every one who is come to years of

underftanding, and heareth this gofpel,

is obliged to take to heart his own loft

condition, and God's gracious offer of

peace and falvation through Chrift Je-

fus ; and fpeedily to flee from the wrath

to come, by accepting and clofing with

this offer, heartily acquiescing tncrein

as a fatisfying way for faying of poor

finners. And, that all may be the

more encouraged to fet about this duty,

when they hear him praying them to

be reconciled unto him, let them re-

member that peace and falvation is

offered to the people in univerfal terms,

to all without exception; If any man
ivilly he ihall be welcome, Rev. xxii.

17. If any thirfl, although after that

which will never profit, yet they fhall

be welcome here, on the condition fore-

faid, If. lv. 2. 3. All are commanded
to believe, 1 John iii. 23. 'This is his

1 commandment, that we ihould be-
' lieve on the name of his Son Jefus
' Ghrift.' The pramifes are to all who
are externally called by the gofpel. God
excludes none, if they do not exclude

themfelves, Acts ii. 39. ' The promifc

\ is unto you, and to your children,

* and
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c and to all that are afar off. even as
* many as the Lord our God fhall call.'

So that if any have a mind for the

thing, they may come forward, he will

in no wife caft fchem out, John vi. 37.
being ' able to fave to the uttermoft
4 them who come to God through
' him/ Heb. vii. 25. And eheic who
have long delayed to take this matter

to heart, had now the mo'e need to

look to it, left what belongs to I -

peace, be hid from their eyes. But all

thefe words will not take effedl with
people, until God pour out his Spirit

from on high, If. xxxii. 15. to caufe

men approach unto God in Chrift; yet

we muft ftill prefs mens duty upon
them, and obteft and charge them by
the appearing of the Lord Jefus Chrift,

and their reckoning to him in that day,

that they give the Lord no reft, until

he fend out that Spirit, which he will

give to them who afk it, Luke xi. 1 3.

and caufe them know what belongs

unto their peace, and bring them up to

their duty.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

What is previously required of thofe that

'would believe on Chrijl Jefus.

III. IT TE come now to fpeak of the

VV third thing, viz. What is

previoufly required of thofe who are to

perform, this duty. Men mud not

rafhly, iriconfiderately, and ignorantly

rufh in upon this matter, faying, They
pleafe that device of faving finners

by Chrift, and will acquiefce and reft

on him for fafety: often men do de-

ceive themfelves here, and do imagine

that they have done the thing. We lhall

therefore hold out fome things prere-

quired in a perfon who is to clofe with
Chrift Jefus; which although we offer

not as pofitive qualifications, fitting a

man for Chrift that way, If. lv. 1.

* Come without money, and with-
4 out price;' yet they are fuch things,

as without them a man cannot know-
ingly and cordially perform the duty
of believing on Chrift Jefus.

Bjfide the common principles which
to be fuppofed in thofe who live

under gofpel-ordinances, as the know-
ledge that men have immortal fouls;

S that
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that foul and body will be united again

at the lad day; that there is a heaven
and hell, one of which will be the e-

verlafting lot of all men ; that the Old
and New Teftament is the true word
of God, and the rule of faith and man-
ners ; that every man is by nature void

of the grace of God, and is an enemy
unto God, and an heir of condemna-
tion ; that reconciliation is only by
the Mediator Chrift Jefus ; that faith

unites unto him, and is the condition

of the new covenant; that holinefs is

the fruit of true faith, and is to be

ftudied, as that without which no man
fhall fee God : I fay, befide thefe things,

the knowledge of which is neceflary,

it is required of him who would be-

lieve on Chrift Jefus, frji, That he take

to heart his natural condition. And here

he muft know fome things, and alio be

very ferious about them: I fay, he muft

know fome things, as,

i. That as he was born a rebel and

outlaw unto God; fo he hath by many
actual tranfgreffions difobliged God,

and ratified the forfeiture of -his fa-

vour ;
yea, a man lhould know many

particular inftances of his rebellion on

ds
?
as that he is a liar, Sabbath-

breaker^
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breaker, blafphemer, or the like, as

Paul fpeaketh very particularly of him-
felf afterwards, i Tim. i. 13.

2. The man muft know, that the

wrath of God denounced in fcripture,

is (landing in force againfl thofe very

fins whereof he is guilty, and fo con-

fequently he is the party undoubtedly-

againft whomGod, who cannot lie, hath

denounced war. A man muft know,
that when the fcripture faith, ' Curled

f is he that offereth a corrupt thing
' unto God/ Mai. i. 14. it fpeaketh a-

gainft him for his fuperncial fervice

performed unto God with the outward
man, when his heart was far off. When
the word faith, ' The Lord will not
i hold him guiltlefs that taketh his
' name in vain/ Exod. xx. 7. the man
muft know, it fpeaketh againft him-
felf, who hath often carelefsly profaned
that dreadful Name, before which all

knees fhould bow, Phil. ii. 10. and which
memies do take in vain, Pfkh exxxix.

20. When the word faith, ' Curie
1 he that doth the work of the Lord

;ligently/ Jer. xlviii. 10. the man
I know that it fpeaks againft him-

.0 hath irreverently, with much
of heart, and drowiinds,

S 2 heard
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heard the word preached ; and without
fenfe, faith or underftanding, hath often

prayed before him. When the word
faith, ' Wo be unto him that giveth
' his neighbour drink, and putteth his
4
bottle to him, to make him drunk

\ alfo, that he may look on his naked-
1

nefs,' Hab. ii. 15. 16. the man mull
know that it is fpoken againft himfelf,

who hath gloried in making his neigh-

bour drunk, and that dreadful wrath
is determined by the Lord againft him,

according to that fcripture. When the

word faith,
i God will judge unclean per-

* fons/ Heb.xiii.4. * and will clofe them
4 out of the new Jerufalem, and they (hall
i have their part in the lake which burn-
' eth with fire and brimftone/ Rev. xxi.

8. the man muft know that the fcripture

fpeaketh thefe very words againft him,

he being an unclean perfon : fo that he

is the perfon againft whom the curfes

of the law do direcftly ftrike.

3. A man muft know that he hath

nothing of his own to procure his peace,

and to let him free of the hazard under

which he lieth; becaufe all his righ-

teoufnefs is as an unclean thing, If. Ixiv.

6. His prayers, his other fervice done

to God, his alms-deeds, &c. are not

pafs-



Intereft in Christ. 2co

pafs-gilt before God, fince they came
not from a right principle in his heart,

and were not performed in a right way,

nor upon a right account, nor for a

right end: his facrifices have been an
abomination unto God, Prov. xxi. 27.

4. He muft know, that as he is void

of all the faving graces of the Spirit,

as the true love of God, the true fear

of his name, godly forrow for fin, &c.
fo particularly, that he wants faith in

Chrid, who taketh burden for all them
who believe en him. Until a man
know this, he will dill leave all his

debt and burden, without care or re-

gard, any where elfe, before he bring

it to the common Cautioner.

Now not only muft a man know
thefe things, as I laid before, but muft
alfo very ferioufly take them to heart,

that is to fay, he muft be affected with
thefe things, and be in fad earned a-

bout them, as he ufeth to be in other

cafes wherein he ufeth to be mod feri-

ous
; yea, he ihould be more in earned

here than in other cafes, becaufe it is

of greater concernment unto him. T3

ferioufnefs produceth,

1. A taking of falvation to heart

more than any thing elfe. Shall men
S 3 be
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be obliged to feek firft the kingdom of
God: Matth. vi. 33. Is there but one
thing neceffary? Luke x. 42. Shall Paul

count all things lofs and dung for this^

matter ? Phil. iii. 8. Is a man a lofer

gaining all the world, if he lofe his

foul? Mark viii. 36. Shall this be the

only ground of joy, that mens names
are written in the book of life? Luke

20. And ihall not men, who would
be reckoned ferious, take their foul and
ialvation more to heart than any thing

elfe? Surely it cannot fail. Let none
ceive themfelves. If the hazard of

their foul, and the falvation thereof,

and how to be in favour with God,
th not gone nearer to their heart than

y thing in the world befide, it can-

t be prefumed upon juft grounds,

lat they ever knew fin, or God, or

the everlaflingnefs of his wrath aright.

2. This fcrioufnefs breaketh the

man's heart, and fainteth the floutnefs

of it, and leadeth it out to forrow, as

one doth for a firfl-horn, Zech. xii. 1 o.

I grant their forrow will better fuit that

fcripture afterwards, when they appre^

hend Chrift pierced by their fms.

3. It leadeth the man to a felf- loath-

ing. A man taking up himfelf fo, can-

not
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not but loath himfelf for his abomina-

tions, whereby he hath deftroyed himfelf.

There is fomewhat of that fpirit of re-

venge, which is mentioned as a fruit

of true repentance, 2 Cor. vii. 1 1 .

g This
1 felf-farne thing that ye forrowed af-
4

ter a godly fort, what carefulnefs it

1 wrought in you—yea, what revenge ?

Jr This ferioufnefs doth make the

man peremptory to find relief; fince

it is not in himfelf, he dare not put

off and delay his bufinefs, as before

:

and this is indeed required, that he

find himfelf fo purfued and put to it,

that he flee for refuge fomewhere. I

grant fome have a higher and fome a

leflcr degree of this ferioufnefs, as 1

fhewed in the former part of this trea-

tife: but if we fpeak of the Lord's or-

dinary way of working with thofe who
are come to age, wre fay, they muft
very ferioufly take their foul's eltate

to heart, defpairing of help in them-
felves, fince the whole need not a phy-
fician, but thofe who are lick; Matth.
ix. 12. As for the meafure, we plead

only that which probably doth fuppofe,

that a man will be induced thereby to

tranfad cordially with Chrift, on any
terms
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terms he doth offer himfelf to be clofed

with.

The fecond thing prerequired of him.

who would believe on Chrift Jelus, is,

He mult know and take to heart the

way of efcape from Gods wrath: the

Spirit muft convince him of that righ-

teoufnefs. Here a man muft under-

fland fomewhat diftin&ly, that God
hath devifed a way to fave poor loft

man by Jefus Chrift, whofe perfedt

righteoufnefs hath fatisfied offended

juftice, and procured pardon and e-

verlafting favour to all thofe whom he
perfuadeth by this gofpel to accept of

God's offer, Ads xiii. 38. 39. ' Be it

known unto you therefore,—that

through this man is preached unto

you the forgivenefs of fins ; and by
him all that believe are juftified from
all things' John i. 12. ' As many
as received him, to them gave he
power to become the fons of God,
even to them that believe on his

name/ So that no perfbn is exclu-

ded, of whatfoever rank or condition,

whatfoever hath been his former way,

unlefs he be guilty of the fin againft

the Holy Ghoft, which is a malicious

hatred and reje&ion of the remedy ap-

pointed
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pointed for finners, as we (hall hear;

for, all manner of fin is forgiven unto

thofe who accept of the offer in God's

way, Matth. xii. 31.
% He is ab e to

4 fave to the uttermoft thofe that come
1 unto God through him/ Heb. vii. 25.

The third thing prerequired, is, A
man muft know, that as God hath not

excluded him from the relief appointed,

fo he is willing to be reconciled unto
men through Chrift, and hath obliged

men to clofe with him through Chrift

Jefus, and fb to impropriate that fal-

vation to themfelves. He not only in-

vites all to come, If. lv. 1. 2. and wel-

cometh all that come, as we find in the

gofpel, and commendeth thofe who
come, as the centurion, Matth. viii. 10.

and the woman of Canaan, Matth. xv.

28. and chideth for not coming and clo-

flng with him, John v. 40.
4 And ye will

4
not come to me, that ye might have

4
life i and condemneth for not clofing

fo with him, John iii. 18. ' He that

\ belicvcth not, is condemned already/

but alfo he commandeth all to believe

on Chrift, 1 John iii. 23.
i This is his

•' commandment, that we fhould believe
1 on the name of his Son Jefus Chrift.'

So as a man is not to queflion the Lord's

willingncis
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willingnefs to receive men who go t©

Chrift honeftly, for God hath abundant-
ly cleared that in lcripture. Unlefs that

a man know fo much, he will fcarcely

dare to lay his heart open for that no-

ble device of faving finners, or adven-
ture his own weight and ftrefs upon
Chrift Jefus.

The fourth thing prerequired, is, The
man who would clofe with Chrift Jefus,

muft refolve to break all covenants with

hell and death, If. xxviii. 15. Whatfo-
ever known evil men are engaged into,

they muft refolve to forego it; for, ' there
' is no concord between Chrift and Be-
' Hal/ 2 Cor. vi. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18.

The Lord requireth that they who would
expedl him to be for them, fhould not

be for another, Hof. iii. 3. This is far

from evangelic repentance, which I grant

doth not precede a man's doling with

Chrift by faith: there is little here be-

yond a mifregard of thefe things unto

which a man was formerly devoted, and
a flighting what he was mad upon,

becaufe he feeth himfelf deftroyed there-

by, and relief now offered ; whereupon
his heart beginneth to be more intent

than formerly it was After this, when
Chrift is lookt upon alone, his worth and

beauty
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beauty doth appear, fo as among all the

gods there is none like unto him, and
he looketh oat as a fufficient covering of

the eyes to all who get him : upon which
the heart loveth God's device in the new
covenant, and loveth to lay its weight

~upon Chrift rather than any other way,

bending towards him ; and fo the man
becometh a believer.

Now, I will not fay that all thefe

things whereof we have fpoken, are for-

mally, orderly and diftinelly found in

every perfon before he clofe with God in

Chrift; for the way of the heart with
Chrift may be added to the four won-
derful things, Prov. xxx. 18. 19. it is

hard to trace the heart in its translation

from darknefs to light; yet we hold out

the mod ordinary and likely way, to

him who doth aik the way ; debarring

thereby ignorant and fenfelefs perfons

from meddling,
(

and difcharging them
to pretend to any intcreft in him whilft

they remain fuch.

CHAR
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CHAP. IV.

"The properties and native confequences of
true believing.

IV. r I yH E fourth thing we propofed

f to fpeak to, is, The properties

of this duty, when rightly gone about.

I fhall only hint a few.

i. Believing on Chrift muft be per-

fonal ; a man himfelf and in his own
proper perfon muft clofe with Chrift Je-

fus;
fc The juft fhall live by his faith/

Hah. ii. 4. This faith, that it will not

fuffice for a man's fafety and relief, that

he is in covenant with God, as a bora
member of the vifible church, by virtue

of the parents fubjecftion to God's ordi-

nances : neither will it fuffice, that the

perfon had the initiating feal of baptifm

added, and that he then virtually en-

gaged to feek falvation by Chrift's blood,

as all infants do : neither doth it fuffice,

that men are come of believing parents,

their faith will not inflate their children

into a right to the fpiritual bleffings of

the covenant : neither will it fuffice, that

parents did in fome refpccfl engage for

their children, and give them away un-

to God: all thefe things do not avail.

The
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The children of the kingdom and of

godly predeceflbrs are caft out; unlefs a

man, in his own perfon, put out faith

in Chrift Jefus, and with his own heart

pleafe and acquiefce in that device of

faving finners, he cannot be laved. I

grant this faith is given unto him by
Chrift, but certain ic is, that it mud be
perfonal.

2. This duty mull: be cordial and hear-

ty ;
' With the heart man believeth un-

f to righteoufnefs,' Rom. x. 1 o. A man
muft be fincere, and without guile in

clofing with Chrift, judging him the on-

ly covering of the eyes, not hankering

after another way. The matter mult
not fwim only in the head or under-

Handing, but it muft be in the heart

;

the man not only muft be perfuaded that

Chrift is the way, but affectionately per-

fuaded of it, loving and liking the

thing, having complacencv in it ; fo that

it is ' all a man's defire.' as David (peak

eth of the covenant, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. If

a man be cordial and affectionate in

any thing, farely he muft be fo here in

this ' one thing that is pecdSa v.' It

muit not be fnnply a fancy in the head,
it muit be a heart-bulinefs, a foul-

bufmefs
;
yea, uq: a bufinefs in the outer

T coi
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court of affections, but in the flower of
affections, and in the innermoft cabinet

of the foul, where Chrift is formed.

Shall a man be cordial in any thing, and
not in this, which doth comprife all his

chief interefts, and his everiafting ftate

within it ? Shall the Lord be faid to ' re-
c
joice over a man, as a bridegroom re-

1
joiceth over his bride?' If. lxii. 5. and

-to ' reft in his love with joy ?' Zeph. iii.

17. ; and fhall not the heart of man go

out and .meet him here? The heart, or

nothing; love, or nothing; marriage-love,

which goeth from heart to heart ; love

of efpoufals, or nothing, Prov xxiii. 26.
c My fon, give me thine heart/ 1 Cor.

xiii. 2. 3. ' Though I beftow all my
4 goods to feed the poor, and though I

' give my body to be burned, and have
c not charity, it profiteth me nothing/

I will not fay, that there is in all, as foon

as they believe, a prevailing fenfible

love, which maketh fick; but there

muft be in believing, a rational and
kindly love, fo well grounded, and deep-

ly engaging, that many waters cannot

quench it.
A

It is ftrong as death, and
f jealdufy in it burnetii as fire/ Cant,

viii. 6. 7.

3. The third property or qualification

of
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of believing, as it goeth out after Chrift,

k mud be rational. Hereby I mean,

that the man lhould move towards God
in Chrift, in knowledge and underftand-

ing, taking up God's device of faving

finners by Chrift, as the fcripture doth

hold it out, not fancying a Chrift to

himfelf, otherwife than the gcfpel fpeak-

cth of him, nor another way of relief

by him than the word of God holdcth

out. Therefore we find kite join-

ed to the covenant between God and man
as a rcquiflte, Jer. xxiv. 7.

% And I will
re them an heart to knew me, that

I am the Lord, and they fliall be my
people, and I will be their God/ Jer.

. 34. ' And they fhall teach no more
every man his neighbour, and every

1 his brother, faying, Know ye the

Lord : for they fhall all know me, from
the leaft or them unto the greateft of
them, faith the Lord.' I mean here

rJ fo, that a man be in calmnefs of fpi-

fit, a it were, in his cold blood
in clofing with Chrift Jefus ; npjC in a

le lit of affection, which foon eva-

th, M'atth. xiii. 20. ' He that re-

ed the into ftony places, the

; lie that heareth the word; and
.1 it

:' nor in <i

T 2 diftempe .
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diftemper through fome outward di-

ftrefs, as the people were, Pfal. lxxviii.

34. ' When he flew them, then they
i fought him-— and proved not ftedfaft

S in the covenant : nor under a tempt-
ation of fome outward temporary inte-

reft, as Simon Magus was when he be-

lieved, Acfls viii. A man inuft a6l here

rationally, as being mafter of himfelf,

in fome meafure able to judge of the

good or evil of the thing as it Hands be-

fore him.

4, The fourth is, faith, as it goeth

out rationally, fo it goeth out refolutely.

The poor diftreiTed people in the gofpel

did mofh refolutely caft themfelves upon
Chrift. This refolutenefs of fpirit, is

in order to all difficulties that lie in

the way ; violence is offered to thefe.

The man whofe heart is a fhaping out

for Chrift Jefus, cannot fay, ' There is

\ a lion in the ftreet/ Prov. xxvi. 13.

If he cannot have accefs by the door,

he will break through the roof of the

houfe, with that man, Luke v. 1 9. He
often doth not regard that which the

world calleth difcretion or prudence,

like Zaccheus climbing up on a tree to

fee Chrift, when faith was breeding in

his bofom, Luke xix. This refolutenefs

of
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of fpirit looketh towards whax incon—

veniencies may follow, and waveth all

thefe; at leaft refolving over all thefe,

like a wife builder who reckoneth the

expence before-hand, Luke xiv. 28. This

refolutenefs is alfo in order to all a

man's idols, and fuch weights as would
eafily befet him, if he did not bend
after Chrift over them all, like that

blind man who did caft his garment
from him, when Chrift called him,

Mark x. 50. This relblutenefs in the

foul proceedeth from defperate felf-ne-

ceffity within the man, as it was with,

the jailor, Acts xvi. 30.; and from the

fovereign command of God, obliging

the man to move towards Chrift, 1 John
iii. 23. ' This is his commandment,
4
that we fhould believe on the name

i of his Son Jefus Chrift ;' and from the

good report gone abroad of God, that

lie putteth none away that come unto-

him through Chrift, John vi. 37. but
doth commend fuch as do adventu.e
over the great eft difficulties, as the wo-
man of Canaan, iMatth. xv. 28. But
above all, this refolutenefs doth pro-

ceed from the arm of Jehovah, fcc:e>

ly and (trongly drawing the finner to-

wards Chriit, John vi. 44, No man
T 3
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can ' come to me, except the Father
rich hath fent me, draw him/

I will not fay, that every one, closing

with Chrift in the oilers of the gofpel,

hath all the forefaid thoughts formally
in his mind; yet upon feirch it will

be found, if he be put to it, or put in

mind of theft things, they are then

aloft in the foul.

By what is faid, it doth manifcflly

ear, that many in the viable church
had need to do fomewhat further for

ring of their foul, 'when they come
to ytars of difcretion, than is found
to have been done by them before,

in the covenant between God and the

rch, fealed to them in baptifm.

By what is faid alfo, there is a corn-

guard upon the free grace of

1 in the gofpel, held out through

ifc Jefus ; ±o as ignorant, fenie-

lefs, profane men cannot, with any
thadow of reafon, pretend to an inte-

reft in it. It is true, believing in Chrift,

and clofmg with him as a perfect Sa-

viour, feemeth eafy, and every godlefs

man faith, that he believeth on him:

but they deceive themfelves, fince their

foul hath never cordially, rationally,

and refolutely gone out after Chrift

Jefus,'
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Jefus, as we have faith It m
wicked men have been exilig

Heb. vi. 4. and have found (b

in their fear, ' Felix trembled/ Acta

xxiv. 2%. or in their joy, ' He that re-

1 ceived the feed into ftony places, the

* lame is he that heareth the word, a

* anon with joy receiveth it/ Matt

xiii. 20. and Herod heard John g
Mirk vi. 20.: but not hiving enj

their heart in approaching to God, Jer.

:x. 2!. have either fitten down in tnat

common work, as their (andtuary, un^

til the trial came, Match, xiii. 20. 21.

' When tribulation or perfecution a-
c

rifeth becaufe of the word, by a
1 by he is offended / or they return

back with the dog to their voir

from which they had in fome m
fare sfcaped by the knowledge of t

Lord and Saviour, 2 Pet. ii. 20. 27.

22.; or they utterly fall away to die

hatred and malicious defpiiing and
]

rating of Chrift and his

from whence hardly can they be re-

covered, Heb. vi. 4. 5. 6. and
Which things ihould provoke men

to be ierious in this great bi

V. We come now to fpeak to the

fj'th thin icd, and that is, What
be
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be the native confcquences of true be*

lieving. I {hall reduce what I will

fpeak of them to thefe two, <viz. U-
nioq. with God, and communion.

iirjl then, I fay, when a finner clo-

feth with Chrift Jefus, as faid is, there

is prefently an admirable union, a

ftrange onenefs between God and the

man. As the hufband and wife, head
and body, root and branches, are not

to be reckoned two, but one; fo Chrift,

or God in Chrift, and the finner clofing

with him by faith, are one ;
4 We are

1 members of his body, of his flefh,
c and of his bones/ &c. Eph. v. 30.

31. 32. ' He that is fo joined unto the
' Lord, is one fpirit/ 1 Cor. vi. 17.
' As the Father is in the Son, and Chrift
* in the Father; fo believers are one in
1 the Father and the Son : they are one,
* as the Father and the Son are one.
1 The Father in Chrift, and Chrift in
' believers, that they may be made per-
6

fe<5l in one/ John xvii. 21. 22. 23.

26. O what a ftrange interweaving,

and indifToluble knot there

!

Becaufe of this union betwixt God
and the believer, 1. They can never

hate one another. Henceforth the Lord
will
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will never hate the believer :

4 As no
c man hateth his own flefa at any time,
4 bat chernheth and nouriiheth it, fo
4 doth Chriit his people/ Eph. v. 29.

He may be angry, fo as to correct and
chaitife the man that is a believer; but
all he doth to him, is for his good and
advantage: 4

Ail the Lord's paths mull
4 be mercy and truth to him/ Pfal.

xxv. 10. ' All things muft work to-
4
gether for good to him/ Rom. viii.

28. On the other fide, the believer

can never hate God malicioufly ; for,
4 He that is born of God, finneth not/

I John iii. 9. For the Lord hath re-

fblved and ordained things fo, that his

hand ihail undoubtedly fo be upon all

believers for good, that they fhall ne-

ver get leave to hate him, and be fo

plucked out of his hand.

2. Becaufe of this union, there is a
flrange fympathy and fellow feeling be-

tween God and the believer. The Lord
is afflidted with the mans affliction,

If. lxiii. 9. He doth tenderly, carefully,

and feafonably refent it, as if he were
afflicted with it.

4 He who toucheth
1

the believer, toucheth the apple of
1

the Lord's eye/ Zech. ii. 8. ' He is

touched with the feeling of their in-
4
firmities/



22 6 Hoiv to attain unto a faving

• firmities,' Heb. iv. 15. and 4

precious-

-

1 in his fight is their blood/ Pfal. cxvi.

15. In a word, what is done to them,

is done unto him; and what is not done
unto them, is not done unto him,
Matth. x. 40. ' He that receiveth you,

receiveth me/ Matth. xxv. 40. 45.
4 In

as much as ye have done it unto one

of the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye

have done it unto me. In as much
as ye did it not to one of the leaft

of thcfe, ye did it not to me/ On
the other part, the zeal of his houfe

fitteth in the heart of the believer, Pfal.

Ixix. 9. The Lord's reproach lightetli

on the believer. If it go well with his

affairs, that is the bufinefs of his people.

So there is a ftrange fympathy between

God and believers, all by virtue of the

union between them; becaufe of which,

men fliould hate every thing wThich

would compete with him in their love

or affections, and fliould difdain to be

flaves to the creatures, fince thefe are

the fervants of their Lord and Hufband,
and their fervants through- him. What
a hateful thing for a queen to whore
with the fervants of her prince and huf-

band ? It is alfo a fhame for a believer

to be afraid of evil tidings, fince the

Lordy
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Lord, with whom he is one, alone

rulerh all things, and doth whatfoever

pleafeth him in heaven and earth,

1 Cor. iii. 2i\ 23. ' All things are yours;
4 and ye are Chrift's, and Chrift is

f
God's/ Pfal. cxii. 6. 7. ' Surely he

c
{hall not be moved for ever, he lhall

6 not be afraid of evil tidings ; his heart
' is fixed, trufting in the Lord, his heart
1

is eftablifhed, he (hall not be afraid/

Pfal. cxv. 3. ' Our God is in the hea-
' vens, he hath done whatfoever he
' pleafed/

Secondly, The other great confequence

of believing, is an admirable unparal-

lelled communion ; by virtue whereof,

1 . The parties themfelves do belong each

to other. The Lord is the God of his

people: he himfelf, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft, is their God, in all his glo-

rious attributes, his juftice as well as his

mercy, his wifdom, power, holinefs,

for he becometh the God of his people,

as he ofcen fpeaketh in the covenant.

On the other part, the believers are his

people. In their very perfons they are

his, as the covenant doth fpeak: they

{hall be his people; their head, their

t, their hand, &c. whatfoever they

are, they are his.

z. By
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2. By virtue of this communion, the

have a mutual intereft in one another

whole goods and gear, in as far as cai

be ufeful. All the Lord's word doth be

long to the believer, threatenings, a

well as promifes, for their good; al

his ways, all his works of all forts, fpe

cial communications, death, devils, evei

all things, in ib far as can be ufeful

I Cor. iii. 21. 22. 23. ' Ail things an

yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, o]

Cephas, or the world, or life, or death

or things prefent. or things to come
all are 3 ours ; and ye are Chriit's ; anc

Chrifl is God's/ On the other fide

all which belongeth to the believer is the

Lord's ; heritage, children, life, wife

credit, &c. all. is at his difpofing; ii

any of thefe can be ufeful to him, the

believer is to forego them, elfe he falfi-

fieth that communion, and declareth

himfelf, in fo far, unworthy of Chrifl:;

Luke xiv. 26. ' If any man come to me,
' and hate not his father—-yea, and his
g

life alio, he cannot be my difciple.'

3. By virtue of this communitm there

fhould be much homelinefs and famili-

arity between God and the believer. The
Lord may meddle with anv thing which

doth belong to the believer, and do un-

to
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to him what feemeth good to him ; arid

the man is not to miftake, or fay unto

God, ' What doft thou ?' except in fo

far as concerneth his duty
;
yea, he is

Hill to fay in every cafe,
4 Good is the

1 word and will of the Lord/ If. xxxix.

8. 2 Kings iv. 23. 26. On the other

part, the believer may in an humble
-way, be homely and familiar with God
in Chrift; he may come with boldnefs

to the throne of grace, and not ufe a

'number of compliments in his addreffes

unto God, Heb. iv. 16. for he is no
more a flranger unto God, Eph. ii. 1 9.

fo that he needs not fpeak unto God, as

one who hath acquaintance to make eve-

ry hour, as many profeffors do; and it

maketh a huge inconfiftency in their

religion.

The believer alfo may lay open all his

heart unto God, 1 Sam. i. . 1 5. ' I have
4 poured out my foul before the Lord/
and impart all his iecrcts unto him, and
all his temptations, without fear of a

miftake. The believer alfo may inquire

into what God doth, in lb tar as may
concern his own duty, or in fo far as

may ward offmiftakes of the Lord's ws
and reconcile it with his Word; io job

Li i
fr

l Thou: ct will
1

I
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* I trufl in him: but I will maintain
1 mine own ways before him/ The be-

liever is a friend in this refpedt, as

knowing what the Matter doth. See
Gen. xviii. 23. &c. Jer. xii. 1. If. lxiii.

The believer alfo may be homely with
God, to go in daily with his failings,

and feek repentance, pardon, and peace

through ChrifVs advocatefhip, A6ts v.

31. ' Him hath God exalted with his

right hand, to be a Prince and a Savi-

our, for to give repentance to Ifrael,

and forgivenefs of fins.' 1 John ii. 1.

If any man fin, we have an Advocate
with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righ-

teous.' O how often in one day may
the believer plead pardon, if he intend

not to mock God, or to turn grace into

wantonnefs ! The Lord hath commanded
men to forgive feventy times feven times

in one day, and hath hinted there in the

parable of a king who took account of

his fervants, how much more the mafter

will forgive, Matth. xviii. 22.—28.

The believer alfo may be homely to

intrufl God with all his outward con-

cernments, for he doth care for thefe

things, Matth. vi. 30. 31. 32. ' If God
• fo clothe the grafs of the field,—fhall

' he
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c he not much more clothe you, O ye
c of little faith? Therefore take no
' thought, faying, What fhall we eat?

or what fliall we drink? or wherewithal
' fhall we be clothed: For your heaven-
4

ly Father knoweth that ye have need
* of all thefe things/ 1 Pet. v. 7. ' Caft-
* ing all your care upon him, for he
* careth for you.' Yea, the believer may
humbly put God to it, to make him
forthcoming for him, in all cafes, as

befeemeth, and to help him to fuitable

fruit in every feafon, even grace in time

of need, Heb. iv. 16. Yea, how great

things may believers feek from him in

Chriit Jefus, both for themfelves and o-

thers! 1 John v. 14. 15. ' If we afk any
thing according to his will, he hear-

eth us/ John xiv. 13. ' Whatfoever
ye fhall afk in my name, that will ]

do/ If. xlv. II.* Afk me of things

to come concerning my fons, and con-

cerning the work of my hands com-
mand ye me/ It is the ihame and

great prejudice of his people, that they
do not improve that communion with
God more than they do: Chrill may
juflly upbraid them, that they afk no-
thing in his name, John xvi. 24.
By what is fkid, it doth appear -of

U 2 how
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how great confequence this duty of be-

lieving is, by which a man clofeth with
Chrift Jefus, whom the Father hath feal-

ed, and given for a covenant to the

people. It is fo honourable for God,
anfwering his very defign, and ferving

his intereft in the whole contrivement

and manifeftation of the gofpel ; and it

is fo advantageous to men, that Satan

and an evil heart of unbelief do migh-
tily oppofe it, by moving objections a-

gainft it, I ihall hint fome mod ordi-

nary,

CHAP. V.

Objections, taken from a mans uwworthi-

nefs, and the heinoufnefs of his fin, an-

Jkvered.

Object. T Am fo bafe, worthlefs, and

i fecklefs of myfelf, that 1

think it were high prefumption for me
to meddle with Chrift Jefus, or the fal-

vation purchafed at the rate of his blood,

Anfiv. It is true, all the children oi

Adam are bafe and naughty before him,

who chargeth his angels with folly, Job

iv. 18. ' All nations are lefs than no-

' thing, and vanity before him/ If. xl<

1 7. There is fuch a difproportion be-

tween
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cween God and men, that unlefs he him-

felf had devifed that covenant, and of

his own free will had offered fo to trans-

act with men, it had been high treafon

for men or angels to have imagined, that

God fhould have humbled himfelf, and
become a fervant, and have taken on
our nature, and have united it by a

perfonal union to the bleffed Godhead;
and that he fhould have Subjected him-

felf to the fhameful death of the crofs

;

and all this, that men, who were rebels,

fhould be reconciled unto God, and be

made eternally happy, by being in his

holy company for ever.

But I fay, all that was his own de-

vice and free choice: yea, moreover, if

God had not fovereignly commanded
men fo to clofe'with him in and through

Chrift, If. lv. i. 2. 3. Matth. xi. 28.

1 John iii. 23. 2 Cor. v. 20. no man
durft have made ufe of that device of his.

So then, althoughwith Abigail I may Ji.

1 Let me be but a fervant to wafh the feet
4 of the fervants of my Lord/ 1 Sam:
x\v. 41.; yet fince he hath in his holy

wifdom devifed that way, and knoweth
how to be richly glorified in it, Eph. i.

18. The eyes ot your underloading
' being enlightened, that ye may ki

U
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—what is the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the faints ; John

xvii. I o. ' All mine are thine, and thine
4
are mine, and I am glorified in them -'

and he hath commanded me, as I ihall

be anfwerabie in the great day, to clofe

with him in Chrift, as faid is; I dare

not difobey, nor inquire into the reafons

of his contrivements and commands,
but mud adventure on the bufinefs, as I

would not be found to
4
fruftrate the

4 grace of God/ Gal. ii. 21. and in a

manner difappoint the gpfpel, and falfi-

fy the record which God hath borne of

his Son, that
4
there is life enough in him

4
for men,' 1 John v. 1 o. 1 1 . and fo ' make

4 God a liar,' and add that rebellion to

all my former tranfgreffions.

ObjeSi. I am a perfon Angularly finful,

beyond any I know ; therefore I dare not

prefume to go near unto Chrift Jefus, or

look after that falvation which is through

his righteoufnefs.

Anfw. Is your fin beyond the drun-

kennefs and inceft of Lot ; adultery,

covered with murder, in David \ idola-

try, and horrid apoftafy in Solomon;
idolatry, murder, and witchcraft in Ma-
nafleh ; anger againft God, and his

Tvay, in Jonah ; forfwearing of Chrift

in
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in Peter, after he was forewarned, and
had vowed the contrary; bloody per-

fection in Paul, making the faints to

blafpheme, &c. ? (but wo to him who
is emboldened to fin by thefe inftances

recorded in (capture, and adduced
here, to the commendation of the free

and rich grace of God, and to en-

courage poor penitent fmners to flee

unto Chrift): 1 fay, are your fins beyond
thefe r Yet all thefe obtained pardon
through Chrift, as the fcripture doth

ihew.

Know therefore, that all fins do lie

alike level before the free grace of God,
who loveth freely, Hof. xiv. 4. and
looketh not to lefs or more fin. If the

perfon have a heart to come unto him
through Chrift, then he is able to fave

to the utmoft, Heb. vii. 25. Yea, it is

more provoking before God, not to

clofe with Chrift when the offer cometh
to a man, than all the reft of his tranf-

greffions are ; for \ he that believeth not,
1 hath made God a liar, in that re-

* cord he hath borne of life in the Son/
1 John v. 10. 11. 'And he who doth
1 not believe, ihall be condemned for
1 not believing on the Son of God/
John iii, 18.; that ihall be the main

thing
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thing in his dittay. So that much fin

cannot excufe a man, if he fcare at

Chrift, and fliift his offer, fince God
hath openly declared, that 'this is a
6
faithful faying, and worthy of all ac-

J ceptation, Chrift came to fave finners,
* whereof I am chief/ Even he who is

chief of finners in his own apprehen-
fion, is bound to believe and accept

this faving, i Tim. i. 15.

Objcff. My fins have fome aggrava-

ting circ-imflances beyond the fame fins

in other perfons, which doth much ter-

rify me.
Anpw. What can the aggravations

of thy fins be, which are not parallelled

in the forecited examples? Is thy fin

againft great light? So behoved many
of thefe we fpake of before. Was it

againft fingular mercies and deliver-

ances ? So was that of Lot's and Noahs
drunkennefs Was thy fin done with

much deliberation ? So was^ David's,

whilft he wrote the letter againft Uriah.

Was it againft, or after any fingular

manifeftation of God ? So was Solo-

mon's. Was it by a fmall and defpi-

cable temptation ? So was that of Jonah,

and of Peter, if we c.onfider the heinou£-

nefs of their tranfgreflion. Haft thou

reiterated-
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reiterated the fin, and committed it over

again J So did Lot, fo did Peter, fo did

Jehofhaphat in joining with Ahab and
Jehoram, 1 Kings xxii. 2 Kings iii. Arc
there many grofs fins concurring to-

gether in thee? So were there in Ma-
nalfeh. Haft thou flood long out in re-

bellion: (that, as the former, is thy

fhame : but) fo did the thief on the

crofs ; he flood it out to the lafl gafp^

Luke xxiii. 42. 43. If yet thou haft an
ear to hear, thou art commanded to

hear, Matth. xiii. 9. Although thou
haft long fpent thy money for that

which is not bread, If. lv. 1. 2. thou
haft the greater need now to make hafte,

and to flee for refuge ; and if thou do
fo, he fhall welcome thee, and in no
wife caft thee out, John vi. 37. efpe-

cially, fince he hath ufed no prefcription

of time in fcripture. So that all thofe

aggravations of thy fin will not excufe

thy fhifting of the Lord's offer.

Object. In all thefe inftances given,

you have not named the particulars

hereof I am guilty; nor know I any
who ever obtained mercy before God,
being guilty of fuch things as are in

me.

Anfw. It is hard to condefcend up-

on
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on every particular tranfgreflion which
may vex the confidence; yea, lefler fins

than fome of thofe I have mentioned,

may hugely difquiet, if the Lord blow
the fire. But, for thy fatisfadtion, I

fliall condefcend upon fome truths of

fcripture, which da reach fins and cafes

more univerfally, than any man can
do particularly. See Exod. xxxiv. 7,

* God pardoneth iniquity, tranfgreflion
' and fin,

J
that is, all manner of fin.

Ezek. xviii. 21. 22. 30.
c
If a man turn

' from all his wickednefs, it fhall no
* more be remembered, or prove his
1 ruin/ John vi. 37. * Him that cometh,
i he will in no wife caft out;' that is,

whatfoever be his fins, or the aggrava-

tions of them. John iii. 16. ' Whofo-
* ever believeth fhall have everlafting life

;

that is, without exception of any fin,

or any cafe. Heb. vii. 25.
i He is able

' to fave to the utmoft thofe who come
' to God through him.' No man can

fufficiently declare what is God's utter-

moft. Matth. xii^x. ' All manner of
1

fin and blafphemy fhall be forgiven
' unto men ;' that is, there is no fort

of fin, whereof one inftance fhall not be

forgiven in one perfon or other, ' except
1 the fin againft the Holy Ghoft,' Thefe

and
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and the like fcriptures, do carry all forts

of fin before them ; fo that, let thy fins

be what they will, or can be, they may
be funk in one of thefe truths, fo as thy

fin can be no excufe to thee for fhift-

ing the offer of peace and falvation

through Chrifl, fmce any man who
will, is allowed to come and take, Rev.

xxii. 17.

We will not multiply words: the

great God of heaven and earth hath

ibvereignly commanded all who fee

their need of relief, to betake them-
felves unto Chrifl Jefus, and to clofe

cordially with Gods device of faving

finners by him, laying afide all objec-

tions and excufes, as they fhall be an-

fwerable unto him in the day he fhall

judge the quick and the dead, and fhall

drive away out of his prefence all thefe

who would dare to fay, their fins and
condition were fuch, as that they durft

not adventure upon ChrifVs perfedl

righteoufnefs for their relief, notwith-

ftanding of the Lord's own command
often interpofed, and in a manner his

credit engaged.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

Of the fin againft the Holy Ghofl.

ObjeB. T Sufpecft I am guilty of the

X fin againft the Holy Ghoft,

and fo am incapable of pardon; and
therefore I need not think of believing

on Chrift Jefus for faving of my foul.

Anfw. Although none lhould charge

this fin on themfelves, or on others,

unlefs they can prove and inftrudl the

charge according to ChrifVs example,

Match, xii. 5. 26. 32.; yet for fatisfying

of the doubt, I fhall, 1. Shew what is

not the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, pro-

perly fo called, becaufe there be fome
grofs fins which people do unwarrant-

ably judge to be this unpardonable fin.

2. I (hall lhew what is the fin againft

the Holy Ghoft. 3.* I lhall draw fome
conclufions in anfwer direclly to the ob-

jection

As for the firft, There be many grofs

fins, which although as all other fins,

they be fins againft the Holy Ghoft,

who is God equal and one with the Fa-

ther and the Son, and are done againft

fome of his operations and motions,

yet are they not thefin againjl the Holy

Ghof,
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Gbojl, which is the unpardonable fin.

As,

1. Blafpheming of God under bodi-

ly tortures, is not that fin; for fome

faints fell into this, Acts xxvi. 1 1 .
' And

1

I punifhed them oft in every fyna-
:

&°gue > and compelled them to blaf-
: pheme :' much lefs blafpheming of

God in a fit of diffraction or frenzy,

for a man is not a free rational agent

at that time ; and he that
4

fpareth his
1

people, as a father doth the fon that
1

ferveth him,' Mai. iii. 17. and 'pitieth
1 them that fear him, as a father pitieth
' his children/ Pfal. ciii. 13. fo doth
he fpare and pity in thefe rovings, for

fo would our fathers according to the

flefh do, if we blafphemed them in a

fit of diffraction. Much lefs are horrid,

blafphemies againft God, darted in up-
on the ibul, and not allowed there,

this unpardonable fin ; for fuch things

were offered to Chrift, Matth. iv. and
are often caft in upon the faints.

2. The hating of good in others,

whillt I am not convinced that it

iod, but in my light do judge it to

be evil
; yea, the fpeakirig againft it

the perfecting of it in that cafe, is not
the fin againft the Holy Glioft; for all

X the
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thefe will be found in Paul before he was
converted ; and he obtained mercy, be*'

caufe he did thefe things ignorantly.

3. Heart-rifing at the thriving of o-

thers in the work and way of God,
whilft I love it in myfelf

j yea, the rifing

of heart againft providence, which
exprefleth itfelf againft the creaU*

neareft our hand; yea, this rifirf#

heart entertained and maintained,

though they be horrid things leading to-

wards that unpardonable fin, yet) are

not that fin ; for thefe may be in the

faints, proceeding from felf-love, which
cannot endure to be darkened by an-

other, and proceeding from fome crofs

in their idol under a fit of temptation-

The mod part of all this was in Jonah,

Jon. iv.

4. Not only are not decays in what
once was in the man, and falling into

grofs fins againft light, after the recei-

ving of the truth, this unpardonable fin

;

for then many of the faints in fcripture

were undone: but further, apoftafy

from much of the truth, is not that fin

;

for that was in Solomon, and in the

church of Corinth and Galatia. Yea,

den^ng, yea, forfwearing of the moft

fundamental truth under a great tempta-

tion.
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tion, is not this fin; for then Peter had
been undone.

5. As refitting, quenching, grieving,

and vexing of the Spirit of God by many
finful ways, are not this unpardonable

fin ; for they are charged with thefe

are called to repentance in fcrip-

ind not ihut out as guilty of this

• fo neither reiterating fin againft

;ht, is the fin againft the Holy Ghofc,

although it leadeth towards it; for facli

was Peter's fin in denying Chriit ; io

.was Jehofhaphat's fin in joining with A-
hab and Jehoram.

6. Purpofes and eflays of felf-murder,

and even purpofes of murdering godly

men, the party being under a fad fit of

temptation ; yea, actual felf-murder,

(although probably it often joineth i

the iflue with this unpardonable fin,

which ought to make every foul look up-

on the very temptation to it with hon
and abhorrency, yet is not the fin

gainft the Holy Ghoft. The jailer

tended to kill himfelf, upon a :

count than many poor people do, in

fight and fenfe of God's wrath, a

their own fin and corruption; yet th

ilor obtained pardon, Acts xvi. 2

ii before hi .ilual c

X 2
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was accefTary unto the murder of many-
faints, and intended to kill more, as

himfelfgranteth, A6ls xxvi. 9. 10. 1 1. 12,

Although all thefe are dreadful fins,

each of them deferving wrath everlafl-

ing, and not being repented of, bring
endlefs vengeance, efpecially the lafl

cuts of hope of relief, for ought can be
expected in an ordinary way

; yet none
of thefe is the unpardonable fin againfl

Holy Ghoit: and fo under any of
thefe, there is hope to him that hath an
ear to hear the jovful found of the cove-

nant. All manner of fuch fin and blaf-

phemy may be forgiven, as is clear in

the fcripture, where thefe things are

mentioned.

As for the fecond thing. Let us fee

what the fin againfl the Holy Ghofl is.

It is not 'a fimple a<5l of tranfgreflion,

but a complex of m^£^ mifchievous

things, involving foul and body ordina-

rily in guilt. We thus defcribe it: ' It

* is a rejedling and oppofing of the chief
* gofpel-truth, and way of falvation,

{ made out fingularly to a man by the

hit of God, in the truth and good
$ thereof; and that avowedly, freely,

i wilfully, malicioufly, and defpitefully,

reeding hopelefs fear.' There be

three



Interejl in Christ, 245

three places of fcripture which do fpeak

mod of this fin; and thence we will

prove every part of this defcription, in

fo far as may be ufeful to our prefent

purpofe ; by which it will appear, that

none who have a mind for Chrift, need

(tumble at what is fpoken of this fin in

fcripture. See Matth. xii. 23.—32. Heb.
vi. 4. 5. 6. and x. 25.—29.

1/?, then, Let us confider the ohjecft

about which this fin, or finful acting of

the man guilty thereof, is converfant,

and that is the chief gofpel-truth, and
way of falvation; both which run to

one thing. It is the way which God
hath contrived for faving of finners by
Jefus Chrift, the promifed Mefliah and
Saviour, by whofe death and righteoufi-

nefs men are to be faved, as he hath
held forth in the ordinances, confirming

the fame by many mighty works in fcrip-

turk tending thereaway. Thh of

falvation is the objedl. The Phaniees

oppofe this* that Chrift was the Mefliah,

Matth. xii. 23. 24. ' And all the people
4

find, Is not this the Son of David f

1 But when the Pharifees heard it, they
1

(aid, This fellow doth not call c
1

devils, Luc by Beelzebub the prnv
1 the devils.' 1 he wrong is do

x 3
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the Son of God, Heb. vi. 6.
*

' It is im-
4

poffible to renew them again unto re-
4
pentance, feeing they crucify to them-

1
felves the Son of God afrefh, and put

4 him to an open fhame ;' and againft the

blood of the covenant, and the Spirit

gracioufly offering to apply thefe things,

Heb. x. 29.
4 Of how much forer punilh-

* ment fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought
fc worthy, who hath troden under foot
4
the Son of God, and hath counted the

4 blood of the covenant wherewith he
4 was fandiified, an unholy thing, and

; hath done defpite unto the Spirit of

grace?

2dfy, In the defcription, confider the

qualification of this objedl. It is fingu-

rly made out to the party by the Spi-

t of God, both in the truth and good
thereof. This faith, (1.) That there

muft be knowledge of the truth and way
of falvaticn. The Pharifees knew that

Chriffc was the heir, Matth. xxi. 38.
4 But when they faw the Son, they faid
6 among themfelves, This is the heir,
4 come, let us kill him/ The party

hath knowledge, Heb. x. 26. ' But if
4 we fin wilfully after that we have re-
4
ceived the knowledge of the truth,

-

:

there remaineth no more facrifice for
4

fins/
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1
iins/ (2.) That knowledge of the

thing muft not fwim only in the head,

but there muft be foine half-heart per-

fuafion of it. Chrifl knew the Pharifees

thoughts, Matth. xii. 25. and fo did

judge them, and that the contrary of

what they fpake was made out upon
their heart. There is a tafting which
is beyond fimple enlightening, Heb. vi.

4. 5.
4 For it is impollible for thofe wTho

' were once enlightened, and have ta-
4

fled of the heavenly gift, and have ta-
4
(led the good word of God, and

4 the powers of the world to come.'

Yea, there is fuch a perfuafion ordina-

rily as leadeth to a deal of outward
fandtification, Heb. x. 29. - Who hath
4 counted the blood of the covenant
4 wherewith they were fandtified, an
4 unholy thing/ (3.) This perfuafion

muft not only be of the verity of the

thing, but of the good of it. The party
4

tafteth the good word of God, and
4

the powers of the world to come/
Heb. vi. 5. and he apprehendeth the

thing as eligible. (4.) This perfuafion

is not made out only by ftrcngth of ar-

gument, but alfo by an enlightening

"work of God's Spirit, Ihining on the

truth, and making it conipicuous
j

therefore
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therefore is that fin called thefin againft

the Holy Ghojl, Matth. xii. 31. Mark
iii. 29. The perfons are faid-to have
been ' made partakers of the Holy Ghoft/
Heb. vi. 4. and to ' do defpite unto the
• Spirit of grace/ Heb. x. 29. who was
in the neareft ftep of a gracious opera-

tion with them.

3^/Zy, In this defcription, confider the

adling of the party againft the objedl fo

qualified. It is a rejecting and oppofing

of it ; which importeth, ( 1 .) That men
have once, fome way at leaft, been in

hands with it, or had the offer of it,

as is true of the Pharifees. (2.) That
they do reject, even with contempt, what
they had of it, or in their offer. The
Pharifees deny it, and fpeak difdainfully

of Ghrift, Matth. xii. 24. ' This fellow

f doth not caft out devils, but by Beel-
4 zebub the prince of the devils.' They
fall away, intending to put Chrift to an
open fhame, Heb. vi. 6. (3.) The men
fet themfelves againft it by the fpirit of

perfecution, as the Pharifees did ftill.

They rail againft it ; therefore it is called

blafphemy againft the Holy Gbo/l, Matth.

xii. 24. 31. They would crucify Chrift

again, if they could, Heb. vi. 6. They
are adverfaxies, Heb. x. 27.

\ihly,
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^thly, Confider the properties of this

acting. (1.) It is avowed^ that is, not

feeking to fhelter or hide itfelf. The
I.iarifees fpeak againii Chrift publicly,

fcflatth. xii. 24. They would have Chriil

brought to an open fname, Heb. vi. 6.

They forfake the ordinances which fa-

vour that way, Heb. x. 25. and defpife

the danger; for, looking for indigna-

tion, they trample that blood (till, Heb.
x. 27. 29. (2.) The party afteth freely.

It is not from unadvifednefs, nor from
force or conftraint, but an acting of

free choice ; nothing doth force the

Phariiees to fpeak againft and perfecute

Chrift. They ' crucify to themfelves/

they re-a<5l the murder of their own
free accord, and in their own bofom,
none conftraining them, Heb. vi. 6.

They fin of free choice, or as the word
may be rendered, fpontaneouily, Heb,
x. 26. (3.) It is acfted ivihuily. They
are fo refolute, they will hoc be dii-

fuaded by any offer, or the molt pre-

cious means, as is clear in the forefaid

fenptures. (4.) It io done mahcioujly^

ib as it proceeds not fo much, if at all,

from a temptation ro pleafure, profit,

or honour. It procecdeth not from fear,

or force, or from any good end pity-

poled

;
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pofed; but out of heart-malice againft

God and Chrift, and the advancement
c'£ his glory and kingdom : fo that it is

of the very nature of Satan's fin, who
hath an irreconcileable hatred againft

God, and the remedy of fin, becaufe

his glory is thereby advanced. This

is a fpecial ingredient in this fin. The
Pharifees are found guilty of heart-

'

malice againft Chrift, fince they fpake

fo againft him, and not againft their

own children cafting out devils ; and
this is the force of Chrift's argument;
1 If I by Beelzebub caft out devils, by
* whom do your children caft them
1

out?' Matth. xii. 27. They do their

utmoft to crucify Chrift again, and to

bring him to an open fhame,^ Heb. vi. 6,

They are adverfaries like the devil, Heb.
x.27. (5.) It is done defpitefully. Themalice
muft bewray itfelf. The Pharifees muft
proclaim that Chrift hath correfpondence

with devils, Matth. xii. 24. He muft be

put to an open fhame, and crucified

again, Heb. vi. 6. They muft tread

under foot that blood, and do defpite

to the Spirit, Heb. x. 29. So that the

party had rather periih a thoufand

times, than be in Chrift's debt for fal*

vatioa.

The
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The lafl thing in the defcription, is,

the ordinary attendant or confequence

of this fin ; it breedeth ' defperate and
c hopelefs fear/ They fear him whom
they hate, with a flavifh hopelefs fear,

fuch as devils have, Heb. x. 27.
4 A cer-

6

tain fearful looking for of judgment,
i and fiery indignation, which fhall de-
' vour the adverfaries.' They know
that God will put out his power againft

them; they tremble in the remembrance
of it ; and if they could be above him,

and deftroy him, they covet it; and
fince they cannot reach that, they hate

with the utmofl of heart-malice, and do
perfecute him, and all that is his, with
defpite.

As for the third thing propofed, viz.

the conclusions to be drawn from what
is faid, whereby we will fpeak directly

to the objection, (i.l As I hinted be-

fore, fince the fin againfl the Holy Ghoft
is fo remarkable, and may be well

known where it is, none fhould charge
themfelves with it, unlefs they can prove
and inftrudl the charge; for it is a great

wrong done unto God, to labour to

perfuade my foul that he will never

pardon me ; it is the very way to make
me defperate, and to lead me unto the

unpardonable
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unpardonable fin ; therefore, unlefs thou

can and dare fay, that thou doft hate

the way which God hath devifed foi

faving of finners, and doft refblve to

oppoie the thriving of his kingdom,
both with thyfelf and others, out of

malice and defpite againft God, thou
oughteft not to fufpedl thyfelf guilty

of this fin, (2.) Whatfoever thou haft

done againft God, if thou doft rue it,

and wiih it were undone, thou cannot

be guilty of this fin; for in it, heart-

malice and defpite againft God do ftill

prevail. (3.) If thou art content to be

his debtor for pardon, and v would be
infinitely obliged unto him for it, then

thou cannot in that cafe be guilty of

the fin againft the Holy Ghoft ; for, as

we fnewed before, they who are guilty

of it, do fo defpite God, that they

would not be his debtors for falvation.

(4.) Whatfoever thou haft done, if thou

haft a defire after Jefus Ghrift, and doft

look with a fore heart after him, and
cannot think of parting with his bleffed

company for ever, or, if thou muft fhed

with him, yet doft wiih well to him,

and all his, thou needeft not fufrect

thyfelf to be guilty of this unpardon-

able fin ; for there can be no fuch hatred

of
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of him in thy bofom, as is neceflarily

required to make up that fin. (5.) If

!
thou would be above the reach of that

fin, and fecure againft it for ever, then

go work up thy heart to pleafe falvation

by Chrifl Jefus, and to clofe with God
i in him, acquiefcing in him as the fuf-

ficient ranfom and reft, as we have been

prefling before, and yield to him to be

faved in his way. Do this in good
earned, and thou fhalt be for ever put

out of the reach of that ugly thing,

wherewith Satan doth affright fo many
poor feekers of God.

CHAP. VII.

Objections, taken from ivgnt of poiver in

believe, and nnfruiifiilnefs, anfwered.

jecl. A LTHOUGH I be not ex-

j[\ eluded from the benefit

of the new covenant, yet it is not in

my power to believe upon Chrift; for

faith is the gift of God, and above the
ftrength of flelh and blood.

Slafiv. It is true that laving faith, by
which alone a man can heartily clofe

widi God in Chrifl, is above our power,

as w< be-

re in the premii et rcm<
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(i.) The Lord hath left it as a duty up-
on all who hear this gofpel, cordially by
faith to clofe with his offer of falvation

through Chrift, as is clear in the fcrip-

ture. And you muft know, that al-

though it be not in our power to per-

form that duty of ourfelves; yet the

Lord may juftly condemn for not per-

forming of it, and we are inexcufable

;

becaufe at firft he made man perfectly

able to do whatfoever he fhould com-
mand. (2.) The Lord commanding
this thing, which is above our power,

willeth us to be fenfible of our inabili-

ty to do the thing, and would have us

putting it on him to work it in us. He
hath promifed to give the new heart,

and he hath not excluded any from the

benefit of that promife. (3.) The Lord

ufeth, by thefe commands and invita-

tions, and mens meditation on the fame,

and their fupplication about the thing,

to convey power unto the foul to per-

form the duty.

Therefore, for anfwer to the objec-

tion, I do obteft thee in the Lord's

name, to lay to heart thefe his com-

mandments and promifes, and meditate

on them, and upon that bleffed bu.fi-

aiefs of the new covenant, and pray

unto



Interejl in Christ. 255

unto God, as you can, over them, ' for
4 he will be inquired to do thefe things/

Ezek. xxxvi. 37. and lay thy cold heart

to that device of God expreffed in the

fcriptures, and unto Chrift Jefus, who
is given for a covenant to the people,

and look to him for life and quickening.

Go and effay to pleafe that falvatioa

in the way God doth offer it,- and to clofe

with, and reft on Chrift for it, as if all

were in thy power; yet locking to h

for the thing, as knowing that it m
come from him: and if thou do lb)

he who ' tncots thefe who remember
' him in his ways/ If. lxiv. 5. will not

be wanting on his part; and thou fhalt

not have ground to fay, that thou
movedfb towards the thing until thou
could do no more for want of ilrength,

and fo left it at God's door. It ihall not

fail on his part, if thou have a mind
for the bufinefs. Yea, I may fay, if by
all thou haft ever heard of that matter,

thy heart lovcth it, and defireth to be
in hands with it, thou haft it already

d within thee; lo that difficult

i p ill, before thou was aware of it.

. Many who have cloied with

Jefus, as faid is, are Itill com-
of their Icannefs and fruitlelU

Y z nc
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nefs, which maketh my heart lay the

lefs weight on that duty of believing.

Anfw. If thou be convinced that it

is a duty to believe on Chrift, as faid

is, you may not fhift it under any pre-

tence. As for thefe cornplaints of fome
who have looked after him, not admit-
ting every one to be judge of his own
fruit, I fay,

1, ^/lany, by their jealoulies of God's
love, and by their mifbelief, after they

have fo clofed with God, do obftruct

many precious communications, which
otherwife would be let out to them,

Matth. xiii. 58. ' And he did not many
[ mighty works there^ becatife of their

' unbelief.'

2. It cannot be that any whofe heart

is gone out after Chrift, have found
him a wildernefs, Jer. ii. 31. Surely

they find fomewhat in their fpirit fwaying

them towards God in thefe two great

things, "viz. How to be found in him in

that day, Phil. iii. 8. 9. • Yea doubtlefs,

' and I count all things but lofs, for the
4 excellency of the knowledge of Chrilt
6

Jefus my Lord ; for whom I have
4
fuiFered the lofs of all things, and

4 do count them but dung that I may
c win Chrift, and be found in him,

' not
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1 not having mine own righteoufnefs,
4 which is of the law, but that which
1

is through the faith of Chrift, the
1 righteoufnefs which is of God by
c

faith;' and, how to be forthcoming

to his praife in the land of the living,

Pfal. cxix. 1 J.
' Deal bountifully with

1 thy fervant, that I may live, and keep
' thy word.' Pfal. lvi. 13. ' Wilt thou.
6 not deliver my feet from falling, that
4

I may walk before God in the light
6 of the living?' They find thefe two
things aloft in the foul, and that is

much. Moreover, they fhall, after

fearch, if they judge aright, find ever

fuch an ernptinefs in the creatures,

which abundance of the creature can-

not fill up : all is vanity, only God can-

fill the empty room in their heart; and.

when he but breatheth a little, there i-

no room for additional comfort from
creatures. This faith, that God hath
captivated the man, and hath fix

that laving principle in the underitand-

ing and heart,
4 Who is God but the

1 Lord?' ' Worfhip him, all ye gcds,
;

Pfal. xcvii. 7. Yea, further, d
whole heart hath clofed with God
Chrift, as faid is, will not deny tl

there have been iealbnable prevemh;
Y 3
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and quickenings now and then, when
the foul was like to fail, Pfal. xxi. 3.
' For thou prevented: me with the bleflP
4
ings of thy goodnefs/ Pfal xciv.

18." 1-9. 'When I faid, My foot flip-

\ peth; thy mercy, O Lord, held me
1 up. In the multitude of my thoughts
4 within me, thy comforts delight 'my
4
foul/ Therefore let none fay, that

there is no fruit following ; and let none
ihift their duty upon the unjufl and
groundlefs complaints of others.

CHAP. VIII.

Oy Covenanting vuith God.

Objecl. A LTHOUGH I judge it

jT\^ my duty to clofe with
God's device in the covenant, I am in

the dark how to manage that duty ; for

icmetimes God doth offer to be our

God without any mention of Chrift,
l

and fometimes faith, that he will be-

trothe us unto him; and in other places'

of fcripture, we are called to come to

Chrift, and he is the Bridegroom. A-
g.aln, God fometimes fpeaketh of him-

Ifas a Father to men, fometimes as a

[ufban&ft Chrift is fometimes called

e Hufband, and fometimes a Brother,

which



Interejl hi Christ. 259

which relations feem inconfiftcnt, and
do much put me in the dark how to

apprehend God, when my heart would
agree with Jiim, and clofe with him.

Anfw. It may be very well faid,

that men do come to God, or clofe w7ith

him, and yet they come to Chrift, and
clofe with him* They may be faid to

come under a marriage-relation unto

God, and unto Chrift alio, who is Huf-
band, Father, Brother, &c. to them ;

and there is no fuch my fiery here as

fome do conceive.

For the better understanding of it,

confider thcfe few things.' (1.) Al-

though God made man perfect at the

beginning, and put him in fome capa-

city of tranfacfling with him immediate-
ly, Eccl. vii. 29.

4 God hath made man
4 upright;' Gen. ii. 16. 17.

fc And the
4 Lord God created the man, faying,
4 Of every tree of the garden thou ma) ft
4

freely eat/ &c: yet man, by his fall,

did put himfelf at a perfedl diflance

with God, and in an utter incapacity to

bargain or deal any more with him im-
mediately.

(2.) The Lord did, after Adam's fall,

make manifeft the llew covenant, in

which he did fignify he was content to

tranlact
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tran fa61 with mkn again in and through
a Mediator; and fo did appoint men to

come to him through Chrift, Heb. vii.

25. ' He is able to fave them to the ut-
6

termoft, that come unto God by him/
and to look for acceptation only in him,
Eph. i. 6. ' To the praife of the glory of
' his grace, wherein he hath made us ac-
i cepted in the beloved/ ordaining men to

hear Chrift, he being the only party in

whom God was well pleafed, Matth.
xvii. 5. 'This is my beloved Son, in
i whom I am well pleafed; hear ye him/

(3.) This matter is fo clear^ and fup~

pofed to be fo notour in the fcripture,

and fo manifeft to all who are under the

ordinances, that the Lord doth often

fpeak of tranfadting with himfelf, not

making mention of the Mediator, be-

caufe it is fuppofed, that every one in

the church knoweth that now there is

no dealing with God, except by and
through Chrift Jefus the Mediator.

(4.) Confider that Chrift Jefus, God-
man, is not only a fit tryfting-place for

God and men to meet into, and a fit

fpokefman to treat between the parties

now at variance, 2 Cor. v. 1 9. ' God was
4 in Chrift, reconciling the world to
4 himfelf/ but we may fay alfo, he is

immediate
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immediate Pridegroom ; and fo our do-
ling or tranfading with God may be

juitly called the iharriage of the Kin
Son, and the eled may be called the

Lamb's ivife; Chrift Jefus being, as it

were, the hand which God holdeth out

unto men, and on which they lay hold

when they deal with God. And fo

* through and by Chrift we clofe with

C od, as our God, on whom our foul

doth terminate laftly and ultimately

through Chrift, 1 Pet. i. 2 1 .
' Who by

1 him do believe in God that raifed him
c up from the dead, and gave him glory,
1 that vour faith and hope might be in
1 God/

(5.) Confider that the divers relations

mentioned in fcripture, are fet down, to

fignify the fure and indiftbluble union
and communion between God and his

people: whatfoever nearnefs is between
head and members, root and branches,

king and fubjeds, Ihepherd and flock,

father and children, brother and bro-

ther, hufband and wife, e£r. all is here:

John xvii. 21. 22. 23. 26. ? And they all
1

{hall be one, as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee ; that they alfo may be

* one in us: that the world may be-

C that thou haft lent me. And the
1

g 1.
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glory which thou gaveft me, I have
given them: that they may be one,

even as we are one. I in them, and
thou in me, that they may be made
perfeft in one, and that the world
may know that thou haft fent me,
and haft loved them, as thou haft

loved me. And I have declared unto
them thy name, and will declare it:

that the love wherewith thou haft

loved me, may be in them, and I in

them/ So that whatfoever be fpoken
in fcripture, people may be clear, that

God calleth them to be reconciled unto

him through Chrift, and doth offer him-
felf to be their God and Hufhand in him
alone: and men are to accept God to

be their God in Chrift pleafing that way
of relief for poor man, and to give up.
themfelves unto God in Chrift, in whom
alone they can be accepted. And they

who clofe with Chrift, they do clofe

with God in him, who is in Chrift re-

conciling the world to himfelf, 2 Cor.

v. 19. John xiv. 8. 9. 10. 11. And we
are not to dip further into the divers re-

lations mentioned in fcripture, between
God, or Chrift, and men, than* as they

may point out union and communion,
or
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6r nearnefs with God through Chrift Je-

fus, and our advantage thereby.

Thefe things being clear, we will not

multiply words : But, fince to believe on
Chrift is the great duty required of all

that hear this gofpel, we obteft every one,

in the ford's name, to whom the report

of this ihall come, that without delay

they take to heart their loft condition

in themfelves, and that they lay to

heart the relief which God hath provi-

ded by Jefus Chrift, whereof he hath

made a free offer unto all who will be

content of the fame, and to be faved

that way; and that they lay to heart,

that there is no other way of efcape from
the wrath that is to come, becaufe of

which men would be glad, at the laft

day, to run into a lake of melted lead,

to be hid from the face of the Lamb,
whom they do here defpife: we fay, we
obteft all, in the confideration of thefe

things, to work up their heart to this

bufinefs, and to lay themfelves open for

God, and to receive him through Chrift,

in the offers of the gofpel, acquiefcing

in him, as the only defirable and fat if-

fy ing good, that fo they may fecure

themfelves. Go fpeedily and fearch for

his offers of peace and falvation^ in the

fcripture,
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fcripture, and work up your heart and
foul to clofe with them, and with Chrift;

in them, and with God in Chrift, and
do it fo, as you may have this to fay,

that you were ferious, and in earneft,

and cordial here, as ever you were in

any thing, to your apprehenfion ; and
for ought you know, Chrift is the choice

of your heart, at leaft you neither know
nor allow any thing to the contrary;

whereupon your heart doth appeal unto
God to fearch and try if there be ought
amifs, to rectify it, and lead into the

right way.
Now, this cleaving of the heart unto

him, and calling itfelf upon him, to be

faved in his Way, is believing; which
doth indeed fecure a man from the

wrath that is to come, becaufe now he
hath received Chrift, and believeth on
him, and fo ' fhall not enter into con-
6 demnation/ as faith the fcripture.

Object. When I hear what it is to be-

lieve on Chrift Jefus, I think fometimes

I have faith; for I dare fay, to my ap-

prehenfion, I pleafe the invention of

faving finners by Chrift Jefus ; my heart

goeth out after him, and doth terminate

upon him as a fatisfving treafure; and
I am glad to accept God to be my God

in
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in him. But I often do queftion if ever

1 have done fo ; and fo am, for the mod
part, kept hefitating and doubting if I

do believe, or be favingly in covenant

with God.
Anfw. It is ordinary for many whofe

hearts are gone out after Chriit in the

gofpel, and have received him, to bring

the fame in queftion again: therefore I

lhall advife one thing as a notable help

to fix the foul in the maintaining faith

and an intereft in God ; and that is,

that men not only clofe heartily with
God in Chrift, as faid is, but alfo, that

they " exprefsly, explicitly, by word of
u mouth and vive voice, and formally
" clofe with Chrift Jefus, and accept
" God's offer of falvation through him,
" and fo make a covenant with God."
And this, by God's bleiling, may con-

tribute not a little for eltablilhing them
anent their favihg intereft in God.

Before I fpeak directly to this exprefs

covenanting with God, I premife thefe

few things. (1.) I do not here in-

tend a covenanting with God, elTentially.

differing from the covenant between
God and the vifible church, as the Lcvd
doth hold it out in his revealed will

;

neither do I intend a covenant, di:

Z
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eflentially from the tranfadting of the

heart with God in Chrift formerly fpoken
unto : it is that fame covenant ; only it

differeth by a fingular circumftance, viz.

the formal expreflion of the thing which
the heart did before pradlife.

(2.) I grant this exprefs covenant-

ing and tranfadling with God, is not

abfolutely neceffary for a man's falva-

tion ; for if any perfon clofe heartily and
fincerely with God, offering himfelf in

Chrift in the gofpel, his foul and ftate

is thereby fecured, according to the fcrip-

ture, although he utter not words with

his mouth : but this exprefs verbal cove-

nanting with God is very expedient for

the better being of a man's ftate, and
his more comfortable maintaining of an

intereft in Chrift Jefus.

{3.) This exprefs covenanting with

God by word of mouth, is of no worth,

without fincere heart-clofing with God
in Chrift joined with it; for without

that, it is but a profaning of the Lord's

name, and a mocking of him to his

face, fo to draw near unto'him with the

lips, whilft the heart is far away from

him.

(4.) I grant, both cordial and verbal

tranfading with God, will not make out

a
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2l man's gracious eftate unto him, fo as

to put and keep it above controverfy,

without the joint witnefs of the Spirit,

by which we know what is freely given,

unto us of God
;
yet this explicit way

of tranfadting with God, joined with

that heart-clofing with him in Chrift,

contributes much for clearing up unto a

man, that there is a fixed bargain be-

tween God and him, and will do much
to ward off him many groundlefs jealou-

fies and objections of an unliable mind
and heart, which ufeth affronted ly to

deny this hour, what it did really a6l

and perform the former hour. This

explicit covenanting is as an inftrument

taken ofwhat paffed between God and the

foul, and fo hath its own advantage for

ftrengthening of faith.

As for this exprefs covenanting, we
{hall, I. Shew that it is a very warrant-

able practice. II. We {hall fnew fliort-

ly what is preparatorily required of thofe

who do fo tranfact with God. III. How
men fhall go about that duty. IV. What
fhoukl follow thereupon.

I. A 3 to t\\tfrjt, I fay, it is a warrant-

le practice, and an incumbent duty,

and by word to covenant with
Cod; which appcareth thus :

Z 2 I. l\\
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i . In many places of fcripture, if we
look to what they may bear, according

to their fcope, and the analogy of faith,

God hath commanded it, and left it on
people as a duty, If xliv. 5. ' One fhali
* fay, I am the Lord's/ If. xlv. 24.

4

Sure-
€

ly fhall one fay, In the Lord have I
4

} ghteoufnefs and ftrength. Jer. iii. 4.
* Wilt thou not from this time cry unto
* me, My father, thou art the guide of
4 my youth ?' Zech. xiii. 9. ' They fhall

f fay, The Lord is my God/ Hof. ii. 1 6.
i Thou fhalt call m$ Ifhi / and in many
places elfewhere. Now fince God hath
ib clearly left it on men in the letter of

the word, they may^be perfuaded, that

it is a practice warranted and allowed

by him, and well-pleafing unto him.

Arg. 2. It is the approven practice of

the faints in fcripture, thus exprefsly to

covenant with God, and they have found
much quiet in that duty afterwards.

David did often exprefsly fay unto God,
that he was his God, his portion, and
that himfelf was his fervant. Thomas
will put his intereft out of queflion with

it, John xx. 28. ' And Thomas anfwer-
- ed and faid unto him, My Lord, and
1 my God/ Yea, I fay, the faints are

much quieted in remembrance of what
hath
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hath patted that way between God and
them, PfaL lxxiiii 25. ' Whom have I in
i heaven but thee ? and there is none up-
' on earth that I defire belides thee/ PfaL

cxlii. 5. I cried unto thee, OLord, Ifaid,
1 Thou art my refuge and my portion in

the land of the living/ We find it

often To in the book of the Canticles.

Now lhall the chief worthies of God be

fo much in a duty, breeding fo much
quiet and fatisfaction to them in many-

cafes, and fhall we be under the New
Teftament, unto whom accefs is minl-

ftered abundantly, and who partake of
the fap of the olive ; lhall we, I fay, lie

behind in this approven piece of home-
linefs with God r Since we ftudy to imi-

tate that cloud of witnefles in

things, as faith, zeal, patience, &c. let.

us alio imitate them in this.

Arg. 3. The thing about which
move here, is a matter of the greai

concernment in all the world : it is r

life of our foul, Deut. xxxii. 47. Oh
men ltudy to be exprefs, explicit, plaii

and peremptory in all their other grc

bufinefles, becaufe they are fuchj a:

mall they not much moi
and txprefs in this, winch dot!) ::.

concern them :

1 wonder that mac
z
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only do not fpeak it with their mouth, but
that they do not fwear and fubfcribe it

with their hand, and do not every thing
for fecuring of God to themfelves in

Chrift, and themfelves unto God, which
the fcripture doth warrant, If. xliv. 5.

This alfo may have its own weight,

as an argument to prefs this way of co-

venanting with God, that the bufinefs

of an intereft in Chrift, and of real and
honeft tranfacting with him, is a thing

which, in the experience of faints, is

moil frequently brought upon debate

and in queftion ; therefore men had
need, all the ways they can, even by
thought, word, and deed, to put it to a

point.

This alfo may have place here for

preffing this as a duty, that God is fo

formal, exprefs, cliftinct, and legal, to

fay fo, in all the bufinefs of man's fal-

vation, viz. Chrift muft be a near Kinf-

man, to whom the right of redemption

doth belong; he muft be chofen, called,

authorized, and fent ; covenants formally

vn between the Father and him, the

Father accepting payment and fatisfac-

,
giving formal difcharges, all done

rly and exprefsly. Shall the Lord be

fo exprefs, plain, and peremptory in e-

very
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very part of the buiinefs, and (hall our

part of it reft in a confufed thoug

and we be as dumb beafts before him?
If it were a marriage between man and
wife, it would not be judged enough,

although there were confent in heart gi-

ven by the woman, and known to the

man, if fhe did never exprefs fo much
by word, being in a capacity to do fo.

Now this covenant between God and
man, is held out in fcripture, as a mar-
riage between man and wife, Hof. ii.

19. 20 2 Cor. xi. 2.; the whole Song
of Solomon fpeaketh it. The Lord u-

feth fimilitudes, to fignify unto us

what he intends ; and ilirely this is a

fpecial requifite in marriage, that the

fe give an exprefs and explicit confent

unto the bufinefs : the man faith, So I

take thee to be my lawf;il wife, and do ob-

lige myfelf to be a dutiful hufband: the

woman is obliged on the other part, to

exprefs her confent, and to fav, Even fo

I take thee to be my lawful huiband, and
do promife duty and fubjecflion. It is fo

here, the Lord faith, ' I do betrothe thee
4 unto me in faithfulncfb, and thou (halt
* call me Ilhi/ that is, my Hufband,
Hof. ii. 16. 20. ' 1 will be for thee as a
1 Head and Hufband, if thou wilt not

' be
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€ be for another/ Hof. iii. 3. The man,
ought to anfwer, and fay, Amen, fo .be

it, thou lhalt be my God, my Head and
Lord, and I fhall and will be thine, and
not for another, Cant. vi. 3.

4
I am my

1 beloved's, and my beloved is mine/
And fo this making of the covenant with
God, is called a giving of the hand to

him, as the word is, 2 Chron. xxx. 8.

which doth hint a very exprefs, formal,

explicit, and pofitive bargaining with
God. So then, we conclude it to be an
incumbent duty, and a very approven

practice, neceflary for the quieting of a

man's mind, and his more comfortable

being in covenant with God, and more
fully anfwering God's condefcendency

and offer in that great and primary pro-

mise, 4

I will be your God, and you
1

fhall be my pec4ple/

Not only may and fhould people thus

exprefsly clofe with God in Chrift for

fixing their heart; but they may, up-

on fome occafions, renew this verbal

tranfa6lion with God, efpecially wThen
through temptations they are made to

queftion if ever they have really and
fincerely clofed covenant with God. As
they are then to put out new acts of

faith.
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faith, embracing Chrifl as the defirable

portion and treafure, and alfo upon o-

ther occafions; fo it were expedient,

efpecially if there remain any doubt

anent the thing, that by vive voice and
exprefs word, they determine that con-

troverfy, ' and fay of the Lord, and to
1 him, that he is their refuge and por-
c

tion,' Pfal. xci. 2. Pfal. cxlii. 5. We
find the faints doing fo, and we may
imitate them. Efpecially,

1. In the time of great backfliding,

people were wont to renew the cove-

nant with God, and we fhould do fo

alfo ; our heart fhould go out after

Chrift in the promifes of reconciliation

with God, for he is our peace upon all

occafions, and our advocate, and we
are bound to apprehend him fo, when
we tranfgrefs, 1 John ii. 1. ' If any man
4

fin, wfr have an advocate with the
1 Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous/

and to exprefs fo much by word, as the

faints did in their formal renewing of
the covenant.

2. When people are in hazard, .

difficulties arc preient or forefeen, then
it were good that they lhould fend out
their heart after him, and exprefs their

adhering unco him, for (bearing theiro
own
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own hcait. We find Jolhua doing fo,

when he was to fettle in the land of

Canaan, in the midft of fnares, Jofh.

xxiv. ; fo David doth in his ftraits, Pial.

lvii. I. Mn the fhadow of thy wings
S will I make my refuge, until thefe ca-

J
lamities be overpaft.'

3. When men apprehend God to be
at a diftance from them, and their foul

to be under withering and decay, then

it is fafefh heartily to clofe with Chrift,

and embrace him by faith for the

fecuring of the foul ; and it were
good to put it out of queftion, by the

expreffion of the thing. This is the

ready way to draw fap from Chrift the

root, for recovering of the foul, and
for. eftablifhing the heart before him.

The fpoufe in the Song of Solomon doth

fo, thus afTerting her intereft in him,

when in fuchu a condition, profefling

and avowing him to be her beloved,

Cant. v.

4. At the celebration of the Lord's

fupper, men fhould thus cordially clofe

with God in Chrift, and fpeak and ex-

prefs fo much ; for, that is a feaft of

love ; and then and there we come un-

der a folemn profeftion of clofing with

God
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God in Chrift pcrfonally and openly,

and do receive the feal of it: it is there-

fore befeeming, at that time, to bring

up both heart and tongue to fecond

and anfwer our profeffion, apprehend-

ing God to be our God, and * refigning

over ourfelves to be his, and at his dif-

pofing.

We fhall not confine the Lord's people

to times and feafons of this dutv, the

Lord may bind it upon them at kis

pleafure ; only there is hazard, that by
too frequent cxprefs covenanting with

God, men turn too formal in it ; there-

fore, it is not fo lit that people fhould

ordinarily at full length renew that ex-

plicit tranfaction with God, but rather

to declare unto God, that they adhere

unto the covenant made with him, and
that they do maintain and will never

revoke nor recal the fame; and withal,

they may hint the fum of it, in laying

claim unto God in Chrift, as their own
God: and this they may do often, e-

ven in all their addreffes to God. And
probably this is the thing :ied by
the faints in their fo ordinary pradticc

in fcripture, whilfl they aflert their in-

tereft in Go 1. as their C*o(\ and portion;

and it is fit, that men, in all their walk,

hold
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hold their heart at the bufinefs, by
heart-cleaving to God in Chrifl.

i The
€

life we live in the flefh, fhould be by
1
faith in the Son of God/ Gal. ii. 20.

II. As to thefecond thing, viz. What
is preparatorily required of him who is

exprefsly to tranfa<5l with God here: be-

fide what we fpake before, as previous

to a man's doling with Chrift Jefus, wc
only add, (1.) That he who would ex-

plicitly bargain with God, muft know,
that to do fo, is warranted and allowed

by God, as we fhewed before : if this

be wanting, a man cannot do it in

faith, and fo it will be fin unto him,

Rom. xiv. 23.
4 Whatfoever is not of

6
faith, is fin/ (2.) The man muft

labour to bring up his heart to the

thing, that it do not belie the tongue

;

it will be a great mocking of God, fo

to
4 draw near him with the lips, whilft

• the heart is far off from him/ If. xxix.

III. The third thing to be confidered

in this exprefs verbal covenanting with

G od, is the way how it is to be per-

formed and managed: and befide what
was faid before in heart-clofing with

Ghrifi, I add here,

1 . The man Ihould do it confidently',

not
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t only believing that he is about his

duty when he doth it, but alio, that

God in Chrift Jefus will accept his poor

imperfect way of doing this dut\ : he

doth ' accept a man according to what
' he hath, if there be a willing mind/
2 Cor. viii. 12. A mite is accepted, fmcc
it is all the poor woman's luDftancc,

Mark xii. 44. Yea, if it can be attain-

ed, the man fhoulcf" believe that the

iflue and confequence of this tranfacl-

ing fhall prove comfortable, and all

fhall be well; and that God who en-

gageth for all in the covenant, (fince he

hath determined the man to this happy
choice), will in lome meafure make him
forthcoming, and will perfect what con-

cerns him: ' Faithful is he that calleth
1 you, who alfb will do it/ 1 Thelf. v.

24. If this confidence be wanting, the

matter will be done with much fe

and jealcufy, if not worfe; and will

dill prove a di£q\ bufinefs to the

man.
z. It (hould be done bolily. It is

called the holy i. 72.

the ts x::i. 34.
Here it were fitting, that wh;;

in 1th C c (1,

, and
A a the
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the by, but in fome fpetial addrefs unto
God ; the thing fhould be fpoken unto
the Lord, Pfal. cxlii. 5. ' I cried unto
i

thee, O Lord, I faid, Thou art my
1 refuge, and my portion.' It is be-

feeming in fo great a bufinefs, that a
piece of time were fet apart for con-

feilion and fupplication before God

;

yea, alfo the perfon fo tranfaclin^ with
God, ihould labour to have high ap-

prehenfions of Gods greatnefs and fo-

vereignty, 2 Sam, vii. 22. ' Thou art
6

great, O Lord God ; for there is none
' like thee, neither is there any God
' befide thee/ although he thus humble
himfelf to behold things in heaven and
earth : and thefe high and holy thoughts

of him, will and Ihould be attended

with debafing and humbling thoughts

of felf, although admitted to this, high

dignity, 2 Sam. vii. 1 8.
4 Then went

' King David in, and fat before the
* Lord, and he faid, Who am I, O Lord
4 God ? and what is my houfe, that
* thou haft brovight me hitherto V It is

no fmall thing to be allied unto, and
with the great God of heaven, and his

Son Chrift ; as David fpeaketh when
King Saul did offer his daughter unto

hixn, 1 Sam, xviii. 22. Yea, further,

there
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there fhould be fpecial guarding and
watching, that the heart keep fpiritual

in tranfadling with God. There is great

reafon for this holy way of performing

the duty ; for men are ready to mifken
themfelves, and to fhape the Lord ac-

cording to their own fancy, and to

turn carnal in the bufinefs, fince it is

a marriage-tranfaction held out in all

die ordinary expreflions of love, as in

the Song of Solomon, If. lxii. 5. Zeph.

Hi. 17.

IV. The fourth thing we fhall fpeak a

word unto, is, What fhould follow upon
this exprefs verbal covenanting with

God. I fay, befide that union and com-
munion with God in Chrift, following

upon believing, if a man explicitly by
word tranfact with God,

1. He fhould thenceforth be fingular-

iy careful to abide clofe by God in all'

manner of converfatioi ; for if a man
thenceforth do any thing unfuitable, he
doth falfify his word before God, which
will flick much in his confcience, and
prove a fnare. If a man henceforth mif-

ken God, and take on him .to difpofe of
himlclf, fince he is not his own, and
hath opened his mouth unto the Lord,
* he makes inquiry after vows, and de-

A a 2 voureth
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6 voureth that which is holy/ Prov. xx„

2. He who fo tranfadleth with God,
fhould hold iledfaft that determination

and concluilon. It is a fliame for a. man,
whof* heart hath- clofed'with God, and
whofe mouth hath ratified and confirm-

ed it folemnly before him, to contradict

himfelf again, and to admit any thing

to the contrary ; he ought boldly to main-
tain the thing againft all deadly.

Then let me ohteft you who defire to

be eftabliihed in the matter of your in-

tereft in God, that with all conveniency

you fet apart a piece of time for prayer

before God, and labouring to work up
your heart to ferioufnefs, affection, and
the faith of the duty, to make a cove-

nant, and to tranfadl with God' by ex-

preis words after this manner.
' O Lord, I am a loft and broken

• creature by nature, and by innume-
' rable adlual tranfgrefiions, which I do

J confefs particularly before thee this

[ day : and although, being born with-
' in the vifible church, I was from the
4 ,womb in covenant with thee, and had
6

» the fame fealed unto me in baptifm ;
yet,

' for a long time, I have lived without
' God in the world, fenfelefs and igno-

4 rant
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rant of my obligation, by virtue of that

covenant. Thou haft at length disco-

vered unto me, and bound upon my
heart, my miferable ftate in myfelf,

and haft made manifeft unto my heart

the Satisfying relief thou haft provided

by Chrift Jefus, offering the fame free-

ly unto me, upon condition that I

would accept of the lame, and would
clofe with thee as my God in Chrift,

warranting and commanding me, up-

on my utmoft peril, to accept of this of-

fer, and to flee unto Chrift Jefus : j ea,

to my appreheniion, now thou haft fo-

vereignly determined my heart, and
fhaped it for Chrift Jefus, leading it

out after him in the offers of the go-

fpel, caufing me to approach unto

living God, to dole fo with him, a

to acquiefce in his offer, without

known guile. And that I may come
up to that eftablifhment of f\

this matter, which ihould be to my
comfort, and the praife of thy gloi i

grace, I re I am here t In-

put that matter out ot qi

prefs wor<: ; to

thy will. And now I, unwoii;

leclare, that 1

Chrift Jefus, who was ihiin at

A a 3
4 k
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lem, was the Son of God, and the Sa-

viour of the world ; I do believe that

record, that there is life eternal for

men in him, and in him only ; I do this

day in my heart pleafe and acquiefce

in that device of faving finners by him,
and do intruft my foul unto him ; I

do accept of reconciliation with God
through him, and do clofe with thee

as my God in him ; I choofe him in all

that he is, and all that may follow

him, and do refign up myfelf, and
what I am, or have, unto thee; deli-

ring to be divorced from every thing

hateful unto thee, and that without

exception, or refervation of any thing

confident within my knowledge, or

intended reverfion. Here I give the

hand to thee, and do take all things

about me wimeffes, that I, whatever I

be, or have hitherto been, do accept

of God's offer of peace through Chrift ;

and do make a fare covenant with thee

this day, never to be ranverfed, ho-

ping that thou wilt make all things

forthcoming, both on thy part and
mine, ferioufly begging, as I deiire to

be laved, that my corruptions may be

iued, and my neck brought under

thy fweet yoke in all things, and my
* heart
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heart made cheerfully to acquiefce in

whatfoever thou doft unto me, or with

me, in order to thefe ends. Now,
glory be unto thee, O Father, who de *

vifed fiich a falvation, and gave the

Son to accompliih it : glory be to Chrift

Jefus, who, at fo dear a rate, did pur-

chafe the outletting of that love from
the Father's bofom, and through whom
alone this accefs is granted, and in

whom 1 am reconciled unto God, and
honourably united unto him, and am
no more an enemy or ftranger: glory

to the Holy Ghoft, who did alarm me
when 1 was deftroying myfelf, and
who did not only convince me of my
hazard, but did alfo open my eyes to

behold the relief provided in Chrift

;

yea, and did perfuade and determine

my wild heart to fall in love with

Chrift, as the enriching treafurc, and
this day doth teach me how to cove-

nant with God, and how to impro-

priate to myielf all the fure mercies of

David, and blefling of Abraham, a

to fecure to n favour cind

friendship ofGod tbi ever. Now, with
nvv foul heart, hea whole man, as

1 can. 1 cio acq u ief<c *\ 111" choice this

da), henceforth reiblvi g not ,0 be my
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own, but thine ; and that the care of
whatfoever concerns me, fhall be on
thee as my Head and Lord: protefting

humbly, that failings on my part (a-

gainil which I refolve, thou knowefl)
ill a 1 1 not make void this covenant, for

fo haft thou faid, which I intend not
to abufe, but fo much the more to

cleave clofe unto thee; and I muft
have liberty to renew, ratify, and draw
extracts of this tranfaction, as often

as ihall be found needful, Now I

know thy confent to this bargain

Poinds recorded in fcripture, fo as I

need no new fignification of it; and
I having accepted of thy offer upon
thy own terms, will henceforth wait

for what is good, and for thy falva--

tion in end. As thou art faithful,

pardon what is amils in my way of

doing the thing, and accept me in my
fweet Lord Jefus, in whom I only de-

fire pardon. And in teflimony here-

of, I fet to my feal that God is true,

in declaring him a competent Sa-

viour/

Let people covenant with God in f

er or more words, as the Lord ihall

pofe them ; for we intend no platform

of words for any perfon : only it were

fitting
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fitting that men fhoiild, before the Lord,

acknowledge their loll i

felves, and the relief that is by C 1 nit

;

and that they do declaie that the]

cept of the fame as it is offered in

gofpel, and do thankfully reft I

frith it, intruding themielves htt

forth wholly unto God, to be favcel in

his way, for which they wait according

to his faithfulnefs.

Ifmen would heartily andfinctrely do
it might, through the Lord's blefT-

ing, help to eftablifh them againft

ny fears and jealoufies ; and they might
date fome good thing from this clay and
hour, which might prove comfortable

unto them when they fall in the dark

afterwards, and even when many fail-

ings do ftare them in the face,
|

at the hour of death: 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.

Thefe he the lafl words of David
Although my houfe be not ib with

God ; yet he hath made with me an
everlailing covenant, on in all

thin; ; for this is all my
falvation, and all my

1 if a man can appeal unto C

and fay, Tl here was a day
and an hour
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deliver up my heart to thee, to write on
it thy whole law without exception

;

heaven and earth are witneffes of it:
i Remember the word unto thy fervant,

* upon which thou haft caufed me to
1 hope/ Pfal. cxix. 49.

Qbjett. I dare not adventure to fpeak

fuch words unto God, becaufe I tind not

my heart coming up full length in af-

fection and ferioufnefs : fo I ihould but

lie unto God, in tranlacting fo with

him.

Anfiv. It is to be regretted that mens
heart doth not, with much benfail of

defire and affection, embrace and wel-

come that bleffed offer and portion: yet

for anfwer to the objection, remember,
1. That in thofe to whom the Lord gi-

veth the new heart, forming Chrift in

them, the whole heart is not renewed;

there is fleCh and fpirit lulling againft

other, the one contrary unto the other,

fo as a man can neither do the good or

evil he would do, with full benfail, Gal.

v. j 7. It is well if there be a good part

of the heart going out after Chrift, de-

firing to clofe with him on his own
terms.

2. That there is often a rational love

in the heart unto Chrift Jefus, expreffing

itfelf:
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kfelf by a refpedl to his commandments,
1 John v. 3. ' This Is the love of God,
c that we keep his commandments ; and
* his commandments are not grievous.'

When there is not a fenfible prevailing

love which maketh the foul fick, Cant,

ii. 5.
i

I am fick of love/ men mull not

always expedl to find this. I fay then,

although fomewhat in your heart draw
back: yet if you can fay that you are

convinced of your broken ftate without
him, that you want a righteoufnefs to

cover your guilt, and that you want
ftrength to ftand out againft fin, or to

do what is pleafing before God, and
that you alfo fee fulnefs iu him; in both
thefe refpedls, if you dare fay, that fome-
what within ) our heart would be fain at

him upon his own terms, and would
have both righteoufnefs for j unification,

and ftrength in order to fanclification

;

and that what is within you contradict-

ing this, is your burden, in fome mea-
fure, and your bondage: if it be fo,

your heart is brought up a tolerable

length
; go on to the bufinefs. and de-

termine the matter by covenanting
with God, an \ iky with your mouth,
1 That you have both righteoufnefs and
* ftreugth in the Lord,' as he bath

fworn
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fworn yovi fhall do, If. xlv. 23. 24. It

is approval divinity to fay unto God,
I believe, when much mifbelief is in me,
and the heart divided in the cafe, Mark
ix. 24. ' Lord, I believe; help thou mine
' unbelief. Withal, {hew unto God how
matters are in your heart, that fo you
may be without guile before him, con-

cealing nothing from him ; and put
your heart, as it is, in his hand, to

write his law on it, according to the

covenant j for that is the thing he feeks

of men, that they deliver up their heart

to him, that he may ftamp it with his

whole will, without exception: and if

you can heartily confent unto that, jud-

ging Chrift's blood a fufficient ranfom
and fatisfac5lion for man's tranfgreffion,

you may go and exprefsly ftrike cove-

nant with God, for your heart and affec-

tion is already engaged.

Objeti. I dare not fo covenant with

God, left I break to him; yea, I per-

fuade myfelf, that if fuch a temptation

did offer, fo and fo circumftantiated, I

would fall before it, and fuccumb :

therefore to tranfadt fo with God, whilft

I forefee fuch a thing, wrere but to ag-

grege my condemnation.

jinjnv. 4: You have already entered

covenant
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covenant with God, as you are a mem-
ber of his vifible church: and what

now prefled upon you, is, but that you
more heartily, fmcerely, particularly,

and more exprefsly covenant and tranf-

adl with him : you are already obliged

heartily to clofe with God in Chrift, and
if you do it in heart, I hope the hazard

is no greater by faying that you do fo,

or have done fo.

2. What will you do if you fhift hear-

ty tranfafting with God in Chrift, and
do not accept his peace as it is offered I

You have not a fecond of it in the

world ; either you muftdo this, or perifh

for ever: and if you do it with your
heart, you may alfo fay it with your

tongue.

3. If people may fcare at covenant-

ing with God, becaufe they will after-

wards tranfgrefs, then not one man
fhould covenant with God; for furely

every one will tranfgrefs afterwards,

if .they live any length of time after

the tranfaction: and wc know no w
like this to fecurc men from fall

if you covenant honeflly \vi:h him, he 1

engagcth, bcfide the new heart, to put
his and law therein, to

Spirit to caufe you walk in

13 b
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And when you covenant with God, you
deliver up yourfelf unto him to be fanc-

ied and made conform to his will.

It is rather a giving up of yourfelf to

be led in his way in all things, and
kept from every evil wray, than any
formal engagement on your part, to

keep his way, and to hold off from
evil : fo that you need not fcare at the

covenant, the language whereof is,

' Wilt thou not be made clean V Jer.

xiii. 27. And all that fhun to ftrike co-

venant with God, do thereby declare,

that they defire not to be made clean.

4. As it is hard for any to fay confi-

dently, they will tranfgrefs, if fuch a

temptation did offer, fo and fo circum-

ftantiated, becaufe men may think that

either God will keep a temptation out

of their way, or not fuffer them to be

tempted above what they are able to

bear, or give to them a way of efcape,

Pfal. xlvL 1. ' God is our refuge and
4
flrength, a very prefent help in trouble/

1 Cor x. 1 3. ' There hath r,o tempta-
€ tion taken you, but fuch as is com-
' mon to man : but God is faithful,

f who will rot fuffer you to be tempted
1 above that }e are able; but will with
* the temptation alfo make a way to

' efcape,
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* efcape, that ye may be able to bear it*

So the queftion is not, what I may do

afterwards ; bait, what I now- refolve to

do. If my heart charge me prefently

writh any deceit or reiblution to tranf-

grefs, I mud lay afide that deceit be-

fore I tranfacl with God: but if :

heart charge me with no inch purpc

yea, I dare fay, I refolve againft every

tranfgreffion ; and although I think I

will fall before fuch and fuch a ten:

ation, yet that thought floweth not

from any allowed and approven refolu-

tion to do fo, but from knowledge of

my own corruption, and of what I have
done to provoke God to defer t me: but
the Lord knows I refolve not to tranfc

grefs, nor do I approve, any fecret incli-

nation of my heart to fuch a fin, b

would reckon it my Angular mercy to

be kept from fin in fuch a cafe ; and I

judge myfelf a wretched man, becaufe

of fuch a body of death within me,
which doth threaten to make me tranf-

dfe. In that cafe, I fay, my heart

th not condemn me, therefore I

may and ought to have confidence be-

fore God, 1 John iii. 21. If this then
be the cafe, I lay to thee, although thou

ifterwards fail many w;;

13 b 2 and
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and fo perhaps draw upon thyfelf Tad
temporal ftrokes thereby, and lofe for

a feafon many exprefiions of his love;

yet there is an Advocate with the Fa-

ther to plead thy pardon, 1 John ii.

I. who hath fatisiied for our breaches,

If. liii. 5. 6.
A He was wounded for our

i
tranfgreflions, he Was bruiied for our

i
iniquities: the chaftifement of. our

c peace was upon him, and with his
i

ftripes we are healed. All we like

' fheep have gone aftray : we have turn-
' ed every one to his own wray, and the
1 Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
6 of us all? And for his fake, God
refolveth to hold faft the covenant

with men after their tranfgrefiion, Pfal.

;;. 30.—37/ 'If his children for-

t fake my law, and walk not in my
judgments; if they break my ftatutcs,

A keep not my commandments:
..elefs, my loving kindnefs will

4

I not utterly take from him, nor foffer

faithfftinefs to fail: my covenant
;

will I not break, nor alter the thing
' that is gone out of my lips- Once
' have I fworn by my holinefs'-—Elfe

could he be faid to ' betrothe us
4 unto himfelf for ever?' Hof. ii. 19.

20. and how could the covenant be

called
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led
c

evei lading, ordered in all things
4 and fare/ if there were not ground
of comfort in it, even when oar houfe

is not fo and lb with God? 2 Sam,,

xxiii. 5.

Yea, it were no better than the cove-

nant of works, if thele who enter it with.

God, could fo depart from him again,

as to make it void unto themfelves, and
to put themfelves into a worfe condition

than they were in before they made it,

Jer. xxxii. 40.
4 And I will make an e-

4
verlaliing covenant with them, that I

4
will not turn away from them to do

4 them good'—compared with Heb. viii.

6. ' But now hath he obtained a more
4
excellent miniilry, by how much more

4

alfo he is the Mediator of a better co-
4

vejiant, which was eftabliihed upon
4
better promifes.' Mai. ii. 1 The

4 lord hateth putting away/ ho-

neft heart will ftumblc on this, but
will rather be ftrengthened thereby in

duty: Hof. xiv. 4. to the end,
%

I wi
4

heal their backiliding, I will love them,
;

freely: for mine an turned away
4 from him.-—Who is wife, ami h<
4 underiland thefe things : .

4

he ihall know their
4
the I and the

B br 3
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\
walk in them/ For other ties and

bonds, befide the fear of divorce, and
punifhment by death, do oblige the in-

genuous wife unto duty; fo here men
will ' fear the Lord and his goodnefs/
Hof. iii. 5.

Object. I have at the celebration of the
Lord's fupper, and at fome other occa-

sions, covenanted exprefsly and verbally

with God ; but my fruitleflhefs in his

ways, and the renewed jealoufies of my
gracious ftate, maketh me queftion if e-

ver I tranfacfted with God in fincerity,

and I think I can do it no otherwiie

than I have done it.

sffifw. i . Men are not to expecfl fruit-

fulnefs according to their defire, nor full

affurance of God's favour immediately

after they have fled unto Chrift, and ex-

prefsly tranfacfled with God in him:
thefe things will keep a man on work all

his days. The faints had their failings

and fhort-comings, yea, and backfii-

dings, with many fits of dangerous mif-

belief, after they had very ferioufly, and
lincerely, and exprefsly clofed with God

their God in Chrift.

2, Many do look for fruitfulnefsin their

walk, and eftablifhment of faith, from
their own fincerity in tranfa&ing with

God,
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God, rather than from the Spirit of the

Lord Jefus. They heft their heart in their

own honefly and refolutions, and not in

the bleifed root Chrift: Jefus, without

whom we can do nothing, and are va-

nity altogether in our belt eftate. Men
fhoald remember, that one piece of gracs

cannot produce any degree of grace;

further, nothing can work grace but the

arm of Jehovah: and if men would
lean unto Chrift, and covenant with

him as their duty abfolutely, whatfo-

ever may be the confequence, at leaft,

looking only to him for the fuitable

fruit, it fhould fare better with them.

God pleafeth not that men fhould be-

take themfelves unto Chrift, and cove-

nant with him for a feafon, until they lie

if fuch fruit and eftabliihment ihall fol-

low, purpofing to difclaim their intereft

in him and the covenant, if fuch and
fuch fruit doth not appear within fuch a

length of time. This is to put the

ofGod to trial, and is verv difplcafing un-

to him. Men mult abiblutcly clofe with
Chrift, and covenant with him, reibl-

ving to maintain thefe things as their

duty, and a ready way to reach fruit,

whatlbevcr lhall follow thereupon ; they

having a teftimony within them, that

they
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they ferioufly defiga conformity to his-

revealed will in all things; and that

they have clofed covenant with him for

the fame end, as well as to be faved

thereby.

3. Men lliould be (paring to bring in.

queftion their fincerity in tranfacting

with God, unlefs they can inftrucfl the

fame, or have great preemptions for it..

If you can inftruct any deceit or guile in

your tranfadling with him, you are ob-

liged to difclaim and rectify it, and to

tranfacl with God honeftly, and without
guile : but if you know nothing of your

.

deceit or guile, in the day ycu did tranf-

acSt with Kim
; yea, if you can fay, that

you did appeal unto God in that day,

that you dealt honeftly'with him, and
intended not to deceive ; and did. obteffc

him according to his faithfulnefs, to

fearch and try if there was any crooked-

nefs in your way, and to difcover it un-

to you, and heal it, \ Search me, O
' God, and know my heart; try me,

\ and know my thoughts: and fee if

' there be any wicked way in me, and
i lead me in the way everlafting, PfaL

cxxxix. 23. 24. and that afterwards you

came to the light, that your deeds

might be manifeft, John iii. 20. 21.;

and
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and if you can fay, that God's anfwers-

from his word to you, in fo far as you
could underftand, were anfwers of peace,

and confirmations of your imcerity
; yea

further, if you dare fay, that if upon
life and death, you were again to tranf-

acl with him, you can do it no other

way, nor intend more fincerity and fe-

rioufnefs than before: then I dare fay

unto thee, in the Lord's name, thou
ought not to queflion thy Imcerity in

tranfacfling with Cod, but to have con-

fidence before God, lince thy heart

doth not condemn thee, 1 John iii.

21. and thou art bound to believe, that
' God dealeth uprightly with the upright
c man, and with the pure doth iliew
i himfelf pure,' Pial. xviii. 25. 26. If a

man intend hoiufty, God will not fufter

him to beguile himfelf; yea, the Lord
fufFereth no man to deceive himfelf, un-

lefs the man intend to deceive both God
and men.

4. Therefore impute your unfruitful-

1 your umvatchfulnefo and your
mi (belief, and in mt of full

afliirance unto an evil heart of unbelief,

helped by Satan to a nft the glori-

ous free grace of God; and charge

thefe things upon want of fmcerity in
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your doling with Chrift. And refolve

henceforth to abide clofe by the root,

and yon fhall bring forth more fruit;

and by much fruit you lay yourfelf open
to the witnefs of God's Spirit, which
will teftify with your fpirit, that you
have fincerely and honeftly clofed with

God, and that the reft of your works
are wrought in God, and approven of
him ; and fo the witnefs of the Spirit

and the water, joining with the blood,

whereupon you are to lay the weight cf

your foul and confcience, and where
alone you are to fink the curfes of the

law due unto you for all your fins, and
failings in your beft things ; thefe three

do agree in one, viz. that this is the

way of life and peace, and that you have

intereft therein, and fo you come to

quietnefs and full afTurance : John xv. 4.

5. ' Abide in me, and I in you. As the

branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf, ex-

cept it abide in the vine : no more can

ye, except ye abide in me. I am the

vine, ye are the branches : He that a-

bideth in me, and I in him, the fame
bringeth forth much fruit : for with-

out me ye can do nothing/ John xiv.

21. 23. ' He that hath my command-
' ments,,.
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ments, and keepeth them, he it is that

loveth me: and he that loveth me,

fhall be loved of my Father, and I will

love him, and will manifeft myfelf to

him. If a man love me, he will keep

my words: and my Father will love

him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him/ Rom,

viii. 1 6. ' The Spirit itfelf beareth wit-

nefs with our fpirit, that we are the

children of God/ 1 John v. 8. ' There

are three that bear witnefs in earth,

the Spirit, and the water, and the

blood : and thefe three agree in one/

O blefled bargain of the new cove-

nant, and thrice blefled Mediator of the

fame! Let him ride profperoufly, and
fubdue nations and languages, and ga-

ther in all his jewels, that honourable

company of the firft-born, that irately

troop of kings and priefts, whofe glory

it (hall be to have wafhed their garments
in the blood of that fpotlefs Lamb, and
whofe happinefs thai! continually flouriih

in following him whitherfoever he go-

eth, and in being in the immediate
company of the Anciei t of (lavs, one
fight of whofe face ihall make them in

a manner forget that ever they were in

the earth. Oh if 1 could pcrfuade men
to
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to believe that thefe things are not yea

and nay
y
and to make hafte towards

him, who hafteth to judge the world,

and to call men to an account, efpe-

cially anent their improvement of this

gofpel.
i Even fo, come Lord Jefus/

F I N I S.



The whole treatife refumed in a few Questions
and Ans\vek.s.

Queft. i. \\J HAT is the great bufmefs a man hsth to do in
VV the world?

Aufw. To make fure a faving intereft in Chiift Jefus, and to

walk fuitably thereunto.

Q. 2. Have not all the members of the vifible church a faving

intereft in Chrift?

A. No verily; yea, but a very few of them have it.

jg. 3. How (hall 1 know if I have a faying intereft in him?

A> Ordinarily the Lord prepareth his own way in the foul,

Vy a work of humiliation, and difcovereth a man's fin and mifery

to him, and exercifeth him fo therewith, that he longs for the

Phyfician Chrift Jefus.

<£. 4. How (hall 1 know if I have got a competent difcovery of
my fin and mifery?

A. A competent fight of it makes a man take falvation to

Heart above any thing in this world • it maketh him difclaim all

relief in himfelf, even in his beft things : it maketh Chrift, who
is the Redeemer, very precious to the foul: it makes a man
ftand in awe to fin afterwards, and makes him content to be
faved upon any terms God pleaieth.

Q. 5". What other way nvay I difcern a favir.g intereft in him?
A- By the going out of my heart ferioufly and affectionately

tov-ards him, as he is held out in the gofpel; and tliis is faith

•r believing.

Q^ 6. How (hall I know if my heart goeth out after him
and that my faith is true faving faith'

A- Where the heart goeth out aright after him, in true and .

faving faith, the foul pieafeth Chrift alone above all things, and.
pleafech him in all his three orhcei, to rule and inftrm't,

as to fave; and is content to cleave unto him, whatsoever incon-
veniencies may fohow.

Ql 7- What other mark of a faving intereft in Chrift can yoa
me?

A. He that is in Chrift EtYingi'y is a new creature, he is gra-
cioufly ihar.ged and renewed in fome mealiirc, in the whole r ;,

and in al his way^, pointirg I . m.nds
of God.

j£ 8. What if I find fin now and tin. > me?
A- Although e\ery fin

affile te.l ft

fa.c unto Goc.', refoivi'i

forth, and flee unto CI !

and yo
What Qui] I cannot h\

nor any of d

4 Let hii |x make fure ui I

I

1 man make iiwr an intercA in <.

ulw uui Uv >

C c
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A. He muft take his fins to heart, and his great hazard there-
by, and he muft take to heart God's offer of pardon and peace
through thrift Jefn», and heartily c'ofe with God's offer, by be-
taking himfelf unto Chrift the bleffed refuge.

Q^ ii. What if my fins be fingularly heinous, and 'great be-
yond ordinary?

A Whatfoever thy fins be, if thou wilt clofe with Chrift Jefus
hy faith, tho« (halt never enter into condemnation.

J2; I2» Is faith in Chrift onV required of men?
A. Faith is the only condition upon which God doth offer

peace and pardon unto men. But be afTured, faith, if it be true

and faving, will not be alone in the foul, but will be attended
with true repentance, and a thankful ftudy of conformity to God's
image.

O. 13. How mall I be fure that my heart doth accept of God's
pffer, and doth clofe with Chrift Jefus?

A. Go make a covenant exprefsly, and by word fpeak the thing
unto God.
' & M- What waty (hall I do that?

A* Set apart fome bit of time, and having confidered your own
loft eftate, and the relief offered by Chrift Jems, work up your
heart to p eafe and clefe with that offer, and fay unto God ex-

prcfsly, That you do accept of that offer, and of him to be your
God in Chrift; and do give up yourfelf to him to be faved in

his way, without refervation or exception in any cafe; and that

you henceforth will wait for falvation in the way he hath ap-

pointed.

& 15- What if I break unto God afterwards?

A> You muft refblve on his ftrength not to break, and watch

over your own way, and put your heart in his hand to keep it

:

ind if you break, you muft confefs it unto God, and judge your-

felf for it, and flee to the Advocate for pardon, and refolve to

iio no more fo : and this you muft do as often as you fail.

Q. 16. How (hall I come to full alfurance of my intereft in

Chrift> Jo as it may be above controverfy?

A. Learn to lay your weight upon the blood of Chrift, and

fhicty purity and holinefs in all manner of converfation ; and pray

for the witnefs of God's Spirit, to join with the blood and the

water : and his teftimony added unto thefe will eftabliih you in

the faith of an intereft in Chrift.

g. l 7- What is the confequence of fuch clofing with God in

_ Chrift by heart and mouth? **

A- Union and communion with God, all good here, and his

tlcfted feliowfhip in heaven for ever afterwards.

(X r8. What if 1 flight ail thefe things, and do not lay them

to heart to put them in practice?

A- The Lord cometh with his angels in flaming fire, to render

vengeance to them who obey not thjs gofpel; and thy judgment

ftia'l be greater than the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah;

Vndfo much the a; eater that thou haft read this treatife, for it

lhall be a vitnefc againfi: thee in that day.

An



An explication of fome Scots words that are ufed

in this treatifc.

TO 4gg*ege9 to aggravate or heighten.

To Airt, to "direct, from airt ; a point in the heavens.

Ancht, of, or concerning.

—

Acnj.ul, to do a thing with a benfai^

is to do it with force and vigour, as it were with a bent fail.

C^fit to caft out w ith one, is to fall out with him. To caft up a

thing to a man, is to upbraid him with it. One is faid to give

another a caft of his hand, when he gives him a voluntary and

,
effectual alfiftance.

A Cautioner, a furctv-

To compete with one, is to become his rival.

To co niej'cent upon, is to give a particular inftance of.

Conform, conformable.

To Lpone, to depofe, or fwear to a thing as a witnefs.

A Jittdj, i» either an accufation, or a fentence of condemnation*

/ , expedited or difpatched.—An cxtr.ift, an exemplifications

ttet , makcth faint.

—

Fcckl.fs, weak, as it were ejfictkjs.

A Glance, a gjimpfe.

To baft, or heft, to fix, as a knife is fixed in its haft.

, to be in hands with a thing, is to be in pofTeiOon of it*

To Infiruc*} a thing, is to prove it cleany.

L.itv--bt dingy able to anlwer a charge, or accufation.

To mijken a thing, is to let it alone, forbear it, or leave off

meddling with it.— To m.Jkcn a perlbn, is not to own that yott

know him, to take no notice of him, or to neglect him.

Pafs-gilt, current money.—To ^/r.i/£» a thing, is to bt :h it.

To put out, to exert, or put forth.—A red, a difordei 1

To (bed with a perion, is to part from him, or to leave him.

To be fir, or have a fibnefs to a man, is to be akin to him.

To fir not to accept of it in time.

To Jl.tit, to abufe in the very worft manner.
Tojivay, or j-way tow aids a thing, is to bend towards it.

To take up a thi'g, is to underftand or apprehend it.

There aiva-j, that way.

To tryft, or to m:>ke a tryfi, is to appoint a meeting: ir

country a tryft is a meeting to finifti a br.rguin, or

a difference betwixt neighbours, and the tryfting-plact

pla:e of meeting.

To •win t.it er, to get thither; -won at, attained to.

. here fignifies a fh.fh.

c are lbme exprelTions which are now become a lit:'

thib book
fome phrafes which arc not Engiifh, but bcin;; exprefled i

ds, they will be e;

tiou publilhed by

i rintcd in!:

ite tenle, a<
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